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THE 


translators preface. 


THE tittle' book, entitled Pens&M Chre- 
tiennes, &c. from which this translation 
has been made, was printed at Paris in 
the year 1718, as the title-page sheweth; 
but who the author was i know ndt; nor 
does it appear whether this was or was not 
the first and original edition. 

In the lettres de privilege, granted by 
the King of France to the Librarian or 
Bookseller Rebustel, of the date of Decem- 
ber 22, 1717, the title -of this book is men-: 
tioned among other boohs authorised therein 
to be printed. To alt which other works 
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vii: 

V-t^ v d$#wKiift to of fftw titlietoork,' 
gtyiedby Ptifgon&, Doctor of SOrbdnne, 1 . 
is dated WthFebraary, Another*, 

fffrfkmdim, ' styied BriHwi, oftkC Mine 
tft&gr,'- k'HttiM SWi Avy&st, •/.• :< 

■ ft' w 1 remarkhbfothat the I ’tria&fe GhreA 
tiennes o/Bouhours, inserted mHhelovt* 
n6e du Chretien, a French prayer-book 
muck e$e use, are classed under nearly the 
same heads or titles, and nearly in the 
Same order as those of this book, fret not 
wholly so. In both books also the Refec- 
tions finish with some short and concise 
directions for application ; and with some 
sentence or sentences from the Holy Scrip- 
ture and the Fathers, calculated to make 
'em impression on the memory. These are 
not the Same in both ; neither is the subject 
treated of (dike in both: and yet it is 
pretty char that one has been suggested by 
the perusal of the other: although) in the 
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extent and enlargement of tie meditations , 
tie short Reflections of Mon boors bear no 
proportion to those here given. 

To these Reflections is subjoined an Ext, 
position of: the Purity of Morals required) 
by the Christian Religion, translated from 
the same book. 


3.B. 

■■ » 

’ ; j < 
/' if 
i 
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PREFACE. 


AS the life of the greatest part of men 
is fall of labour, and muchoccupied with 
temporal affaire, which distractthe mind 
and steal anfay the heart;' it has been 
thought that nothing wduld prove raem 
useful to, such persons than, to supply them 
with the reading of some important truth 
of religion for every day in the month i < lay- 
ing open the same and plaeing it initstme 
light by examples taken* from the Holy 
Scriptures and the Fathers- of the Church. 
And it is hoped that the mind teing- en- 
lightened by the dearness of tb<^ exposition, 
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•will leam by degrees to occupy itself to its 
Spiritual improvement amidst the turmoils 
of the world; and that the heart being’ 
penetrated with a sense of the truths con- 
tained will retain the impression; so as to 
find itself borne on towards God and dis- 
engaged from creatures. 

External objects find admittance into 
the mind through all the senses, and at- 
tracting itbythe exhibition of things from 
without, steal it from itself, and cause it 
to lose sight of God, when it has no longer 
any thing to restrain it and occupy it witMni 
Now the truths of salvation check this dis- 
position of the mind to wander out of itself; 
and afford it matter for reflection ; but id 
order to that, those truths must be present 
to the mind and the mind must have a 
relish for them. For this reason, the only 
object proposed in giving to the public 


Digitized by Google 



Pit E FACE. 


xi. 

these Reflections in a form not hititMte 
adopted, is to recall man to himself/ to 
his duties, to his sovereign good, who is 
God himself. By the word Reflections are 
not to be understood mere observations of 
the mind and fruitless speculations: that 
word is intended to point out whatever 
knowledge and whatever illustration the 
pondering on divine truths may produce in 
the mind, and the impressions made upon 
the will in reference to salvation. 

Stilly although man can display the truth 
before the eyes of the mind, and describe 
it in strong and moving expressions, yet it 
is the effect of divine grace, to produce 
Christian Reflections upon viewing this 
samo truth* We are not competent ac- 
cording to the Apostle to, think any thing 
of ourselves, as of ourselves; but our suffi- 
ciency is of God. (2 Cor. & 5.) He is the 
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principle tuad tire* source of every good 
thought;- aud it is by readingand medita- 
ting'upeu the Holy Scripture and books of 
piety* and by diligent prayer, that Ibis 
grace istobe obtained of him. 

Truth is the nourishment of the soul: it 
is its strength,^ its light, its Consolation, as 
often as it is read .with a sincere desire of 
profiting by it, and its maxims aredwelt 
upon ’ with due application and-, attention. 
In all the dtiferent necessities of. the sold, 
truth is a general relief; But if thesoul 
omit to nourish-berself therewith, she 'gra- 
dually grows languid ; not otherwise than 
as a body which takes not nourishment; 
sbe falls into lukewarmness ; She forgets 
the things of Heaven ; wandering still far- 
ther and farther astray, she feels an incli- 
nation rforthe attractions of sense;' sbe 
exposes Herself willingly to the temptations 
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oi her enemies, and * at length draws upon 
herself a miserable destruction. Now in 
order to prevent so great a misfortune, 
nothing is more effectual than daily to have 
recourse to pious heading ; and although it 
were no more than a few verses of the 
Holy Gospel, when there is not leisure for 
longer perusal, great helps would be ob- 
tained, provided all be considered as in a 
glass, and die truths so read be applied as 
so many salutary remedies to the evils , of 
the soul. 

A single sentence of the Holy Scripture 
produces frequently great changes in the 
.mind. St* Antony needed not any thing 
more to lead him into a solitary desert, 
and there to consecrate himself to God. 
We know how St. Austin was converted in 
an instant by reading a line of St. Paul's 
Epistles* In prayer we discourse with 
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God; and when our prayer is as it ought j 
to be, he fails not to hear us. God himself. j 
discourses with us when we read the Holy 

* 

Scriptures; and whenever he is willing tor. 
speak to our hearts efficaciously, he works 
in us great things. But when we read wr 
must listen to him who speaks, and listen 
to him with profound attention and with 
respect, reflecting within ourselves, and 

k 

desiring sincerely to do what he requires of 
us; for such is the way to make our read- 
ing profitable. But above all things we 
must ask of God to enable us to understand 

jii 

and to love the truths which he teaches us, 
and to grant us his grace to execute his 
good will and pleasure, which whoever 

‘ v * ■ (A 

seeks with earnestness and with docility, 

* • 

will never fail to discover in the perusal of 
his Holy Word. * 


Digitized by Google 


PREFACE. 


XT. 


The following Reflections are taken from 
the Holy Scripture and the writings of the 
Fathers of the Church; and by God’s help 
they may produce in us the same effect as 
the inspired writings, if read with the same 
disposition of mind. 

Before reading, the following prayer, or 
some other of the like kind, may be said: 

Ifcagtr* 

Grant, O Lord, that in reading thy word, 
I may hear that voice which speaks to the 
heart; grant that I may attend to it with 
faith, that I may therein find 'myself re- 
flected as in a mirror; not to forget myself 
as soon as semi, but to correct with all 
diligence and seriousness, the faults which 
the perusal of it shall point out to me in 
my conduct. Grant that I may feed so 
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plentifiilly on this divine nourishment, as 
to deserve one day to be replenished with 
it; that I may taste therein that manna 
which thou keepeist hidden for food of those 
who fear thee, and which thou impartest 
not to those souls whose taste can only 
relish the things of the earth. Grant also. 
Lord, that by this holy reading I may find 
myself inspired with that charity, by which 
alone we can obtain entrance into the sanc- 
tuary of truth; by which being taught to love 
truth, we may ever, follpw it with pever- 
ceasing -and unalterable fidelity. .Amem , 

: ; ' - . • . * » • - ’» I ? 

' ; ‘ -v 1 4 *■?., \r- »• r* - 1 ' u->*- ‘ * f 

* • 1 , ■ ; i r ' . ■> 




Digitized by Google 


A *t‘ 


REFLECTIONS 

FDR ^ 

EVERY DAY IN THE MONTH. r 

' • ' - V *• - * •; ,*•+ : r.y V, - > 

■ -*►■»*«- : v * 

• ' ■ ••<••. .f 

; d?irtsft I&ag* ‘ Jl : 

ON FAITH.' 

*- . ■ .* A >0 * • \ , / „ {, 

to' salvation, that wb are' as- 
sured by the Apostle, that without it- wd 
cannot pleaseGod. Itwas/by the ill: use 
which than made of His reagoh that he 
brought upon himself his Tain * and to 
febcde himself from tha^ raid, God requires 
that bd bend in all humility to the mysteries 
ofEaith. ' This great giftdHwarfncunsista 
hi behoving' whatneitherouf eyes can 
behold, Tint UUr reason cojHjtrefcend: and 
this withoiitany other motive, than because 
c 
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the unerring "word' bf God himself has taught ( 

it. He has' taught; Us. I the, mysteries pf 
Religion and the truth? of Salvation by the 
ministryof- Jesus, Chrj?t hi? spn,, whom he 
delivered to us to be our teacher, and to 
whose voice we are bound to listen; for 
his words are the words of eternal -life. 
From his word alone do we receive what- 
ever either by scripture or by tradition we 
are required to believe. This his Apostles 
taught, to his 'faithful followers;, |nd ,teft 
their .'instructAate a sacrtd deposit in, the 
Church. . The saine is proposed fo # 
the Churchy withont addition or dinunutips; 
toi the 'fidelity of whose expositions, WP PJ» 
indebted for our instructions. . v , r -, : . 

v But it is inot only the mysteries pf.fo»$h 
that God has revealed to, us. He has 
: moreover prescribed laws and rule? offCpn- 
duot, which all must observe wbowiilUYe 
: aright. Rules, which are . so many great 
troths, and which we are bound to.beliove 
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without any mixture of doubt;.and by 
which ' our lives and our manners must hs 
regulated, if we seek tb-secureour salvation! 
In a word, We must: believe whatever God 
teaches by the ministers of his Church; ; Wg 
must do whatever he commands ; we insist 
avoid Whatever -he forbids;- and wemu# 
lead a life conformable to our faith. What 
can be more just orrndre reasonable? Gan 
any one refuse to obey a God who is truth} 
wisdom aiid goodness itself? r ,, 

What ahappiness to have forout teaoh- 
er aGad instructing iis from fata.own*n©*ttb<? 
L6t us then be docile- as children, and!let 
us submit to be guided. Is. it £tting,tbut 
we hesitate to believe or refuse to perform 
that which a God man has taught us, and 
which - he himself has : performed.? which 
millions of martyrs -before us have believed 
and-ptactised, had then sealed that belief 
and that practice with their blood ? aftet 
them for us to doubt or be ashamed, would 
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to 

He tb Want out s&nses! i If m* attritftit# | 

toeditto theword only of a prudent znsnf ^ 
tow mbch more ought we jiottto aubfeot , 
bur feeble reason to the authority of fieri j 
Minself. . ^ <>, •< 

• .. t\ 

By Faith we ooghtio be. entirely -eem-t ^ 

▼bleed of the truth of things eternal, iincej () 
Although we call neither see theni har.un; ^ 
derstahd them, we have > the assurance i of 
God himself to supplyhurdetteiencyji By ^ 
it we ought KfceM6seB(Heb. Hi) tto test* ^ 
the trials and temptations Qf- this life &b* '■ 

And unmoved, as if we distmctLysawy whom } 

indeed the eyes of our body cannot see. B# 
ft weUUjjht to represent to <wrselves.es pneft ( 
fieht the good things we Iook forwanLlout 
another Kfe.i that being inspired with. a holy 
tfrdetfr, wb may by the kxsaamsa andreguf t 

farttyof all our actions, seek t o inswo to j 

Ourselves the possession of them with Una* 
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iriOnfehf at the’ adftiirablo 
foitif of Abraham, that Father of all thfe 
Faithful;, as he is Called itt- thfe^Seriptiifk 
(Heb. 1L) In order to obey God tie aban- 
dons every thing.' At on : cb ho Sefsbfffor 
h distent; eofthtry, without lowing; where 
he te gdihg ;• there hef rornirtlns a strknget; 
and dwells in hats' with Isiac andiJacobj 
readyat ahtiioes to depart actthe least s%« 
0 notice<df hisX5od; AndtMsbeehffe£hk 
tookfedfofwdtd to Aat city built hpbh •ahrifl 
fcoadhtion; vdf whMi Gbd ir both the fWn- 
*r^md ttoetiiteer,: thatO, ^hishdtfteHetU 
wih; the bight of which CaUseS Mtfi tb faert 
tfcfe whole 'tvofM'as air exile ;k»a k ptisen; 
Heneeer foeasbd to> hoipe, : eten ihidefchd 
orimstotnOes .Hie most unprOinisia^; for hi 
hiaiaittrhe'fehhkiisdlfeversttdrtg: trusting 
t* the ■promiSesi of, God; in 'nethhlg ’ ktai£ 
gw*d on the eonthcry/iifti fdttifted hfths&f 
more and mo be; with confidence in his wold* 
well Knowing that he Was fully. able te 
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execute whatever he promised:' thus ren- 
dering to God the glory due to him bj» 
abandoning himself in all, things to his 
direction. ' , ; ; ? 

And thus did his faith obtain for hiin the 
reward of justice, .and draw down upon him 
abundance of graces and heavenly blessings: 
and ouri reward and happiness will be the 
same, if we be truly children of Abraham, 
and like him abide in faith and in fidelity 
to our God. He was so faithful ad to be 
willing to immolate Isaac, his only sort, 
the sole heir of God’s promises: and he 
would indeed have immolated him, had hot 
a second order from heaven arrested his 
hand at the moment when it was raised up 
to execute; the first. Like him let ns. unite 
our actions to Our faith ; and by sacrificing 
in all ’things our Isaac; that ‘is, whatever 
we hold, mint deir aad- precious, to- God ; 
Jet us rehoimce ourselvcs and .every thing 
that may.ObStruct ns m obeyingand fblloW- 
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jOghiin; fgjf not otJiemisfe than'a* the body 
remain? d^ when deprir^d of Me soul, so 
faith is alsQ dead, wJummnaceompanied by 
good works, (St. James, 2. 26.) Not all 
who. believe in God, and cry Lord, Lord! 
will on tlmt, account enter into the kingdom 
of heaven, (St. Matt 7- 2L) His will must 
be . executed, and 9ur Uv.es be rendered 
sonfonnable to his; divine laws. Without 
this -there ,is no salvation. You believe 

tjb^ is a.God, you believe allthe mysteries 
he has - revealed: die devils also believe, 
.gnd tremble too because they! believe- 
.Boast not then of a faith which is so languid : 
it- will only serve to cqnvict you as ,inex- 
Onsable^ and consequently render you more 
criminal , i Iheitiwe test of our knowledge* 
.of God, and . belief in him, is the keeping 
of jus oommandments, (L John, 2.) ' 

. •3, , -eAnother great example is afforded us; 
in die person of Moses,; that great lawgiver 
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of the people of God. It was through faith, 
saith 'the Apostle, (fleb. 11.) that fae WAS 
led to decline the honour, of being reputed, 
the ton of King Pharoah’s daughter; ptoe. 
(erring afflictions with God's chosen people 
to the short-lived pleasures of a state of 
sin, and considering theignominy and the 
dross of Jesus to be a greater treasure than 
all the riches of Egypt ; beehuse he kept 
in view the rewards of heaven, "die only 
object qf his desires. ' Are vyethusiidhten- 
ced by our ftithft . Do we believe as Moseti 
believed ? Is it oar frith that gardes bur , 
speech, that detefruhes'ohr. actioned :: ■. < 

If we be truly possessed. tof faith, the 
whole duration of the crpsoee and afflictione 
of fids. life will atppeartousnb other thaw i 
a short: and transwhbahomeht, r ;whi£fejfrill 
not fail i6‘ pr bciire'jq' ns &d eternal- weigh* . 
of incomparable glory. If we truly have 
feith, visible objects wiU np lohger' attract 
oor gttehtion^ the' goods and <exrtspf this 
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1Mb' Will lftfle ‘interest 
topas&'away like a shadow, and our atten- 
tion Win be engrossed with things invisible 
and eternal; with the goods and evils which 
wvU never end ; and in comparison of which; 
whatever is most terrible or most Splendid 
in this world is no more thin a mere no- 
thing. It was in this ardour of faith that 
the wise man cried out; Vanity of vanities 
alt i# vanity, {Eccl. I.) : "There is; nothing 
substantial in this world, nothing lasting, 
bat ta love God, and him alone to serve 
with fidelity ever constant. 

How powerful are the effects of faith, 
and how terrible it is to see so little of those 
efltets in tim “lives of the greatest part of 
Christians. 1 It is by faith in Jesus Christ ; 
sayi^Sk Paul, that tm are children qf -Ood, 
(Oat ^.); the grace of our sanctification is ~ 
iati^edtbus through the means gf faith; 
(Bph:3.) 1 It is faith that opens* our hearts 
to grace, atid it id by faith that we obtain 
p 
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grace?' and 'faith 4a itself a gift cf <?od, 
according 1 totSt.'Ftuil, ,(Eph.:2.) TJftetnc- 
t6#y wluch’ovtr someth theworld, says St. 
John, iss mtrrfoiih, f 1. J ohn, 5i) •without 
faith wh beeame cslastes to the 'world . It 
W*tsbyfehh’Aa^lh^saintsconqueted king- 
doms, fulfilled die dirties >of - justice and of 
piety, ’ KaVereneived the rewards hf thepro- 
misesiofGod. By faithwebecameunited 
to fesnS' Chnst^. and ittisby, 'this imion 
thatwe surmount the temptations of the 
world, the concupiscence bftheflesh, the 
pride of life, and ingeneralwibateverstands 
in oppositidtttoxmr Salvation. >Faith lddds 
tm to prayer; draws down :graees; -causes 
US to speak, toactandto suffenin theispisit 
•ftGhristi and when ,we see how < small the 
number radfthose, who appear ^ to -have 
conquered theworid, tits spirit, its maxims, 
its- empty and profane fashions ; -of -those, 
who- devotes themselves > to > prayer, ^hd-who 
regulate their lives according to J esus-Christ 
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and his- gospel, ir* may say that the end of 
the wortd w approaching, and that there hi 
8earoely fi»it^t(> b«vfoiOKt»*pon {be earth. ; 

Faith is nourished and increased bjcthe 
ward of God, by prayer and a tgopd life ; 
and it languishes aoHUb» assay taqprapor- 
tion as thesdthree things are .negleatad. 


apod mediprtenpon the. tratfcsjof. those sa- 
cred books; let ns carefaiUy cultivate in 
our interior the spirit afjptayer andoom- 
pUnctieti; let'US in the- ap»it:ta’ Jajth, and: 
in full confidence in God’s assistance, 'per- 
form the good that depends on us: let us 
not neglect any part of our duty, and our 
faith will become daily more lively, more 
luminous, and more constant. 

Pray frequently to God that he unit be 
pleased to grant to you the gift of faith, in 
case you have it not: to increase your faith, 
if you already have it; and that he boun- 
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tifutty supply in you what is defective * 
Say often, I believe , Lord, kelp my unbelief. 
(Mark 9.) Lord, increase my faith . 
(Luke 17.) 

My just man liveth by faith, saith the 
Lord, but if he withdraw himself and fall 
off he shall not please my soul. (Heb. 10.) 

Shew me thy faith wMch is without works , 
as for me, I will shew thee my faith'by 
works. (St James, 2.) 

What can it profit a man to ;be a catholic 
in belief, if he lead the life of a pagan? (St 
Peter Damien.) 
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ON THE END OF MAN. 

. ' ' ” ■ • 

l^MAN having received from God the 
faculty of reason, by which he is distin- 
guished from other creature^, nature directs 
that he follow it in the whole of hte conduct. 
Now whatever is done conformable to 
reason, is done for some end which we 
propose to obtain for ourselves by those 
means which are proper to procure it. This 
fend is the object to which necessarily tend 
and on which necessarily are fixed all the 
desires of the heart; wherein its happiness 
is placed ; and without which it cannot find 
content. As God is the first principle and 
the author of our existence and of all that 
is good in us, he doubtless ought to be our 
ultimate end ; and whatever is in ns ought 
to be directed to that end, as the point of 
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its destination. It is in him that we are to 
seek the accomplishment of all our desires 
and of all our hopes; and when we are so 
happy as to arrive at Urn, we must repose 
there as in onr centre. 

Godina being infinite and sovereignly 
amiable; and Echini we were made. If he 
has endowed us with a mind, it. is that we 
may kpow him; a will, that we may love 
him; a body that w® may serve hirm . All 
opr knowledge, our thoughts, our affections, 
our movements, our actions, , pur plans, all 
are to tend to this point; all have a reference 
fa him; allcontribute to adyance.ua nearer 
and nearer to him : ? nothing ought tQ content 
f s short ofhim, palbingyxtmtd pur decree 
heyppd him. . : In him, all our inquietudes, 
pur . apparehensions, . all. our.desires, tour 
lpbpmra. opr miseries musttpnainate. . lfe 
alone is fim sopreo pf. our life; ip hhn alone 
can bebeheJkl that ipefahl® light ’ which 
enlightep the mjjndsofraan; jn hpup iwe 
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ten' teebriated with abttH^iwce of |©0d 
th&gtr; in him we areidted with thattOrrent 
ef delightewhich «Ve has-heverseen, which 
Car ha*' neVOrheard, which the heart has 
never understood^ and which God reserves 
for those Wholbve hint, ; W-e mustbe blind 
indeed' if we aeik -elsewhere -than in -God, 
what can 'be -forntd % God alone; -if we 
permit' «iir desires and our hopes to be 
directed to any Other Objeot Whatever 1 ; if 
we imagine that •any thing else Will Re able 
to fill up the void Of ©ursoul, we-mOsthe 
blind indeed. ' Nevertheless' Nothing -iS 
more -common than this j und ! -Mrtce; man’s 
reasfon haS been darkened, and his ineRna- 
tfohseoffupted,^*e gfreatestpartof ma nkin d 
seek ^eirha’pptaeisS, -theirpleasore -and 
their -tepose in' created ; things; without 
seeking to rise 'tO'the crea tor. 

2.— 'It was‘for thyself that hOu Orehtedst 
us, O Lord, said St. &uStkb (i ®> of 
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Conf. c. 1) and our, hearts will never he free , 

from troubles and agitations until they find 
their rest, in, thee.- Since .therefore man. % 
was created for no other purpose, than for 
his God, to him ha is indispensibly bound ^ 
to refer all his thoughts, all his desires, his ^ 
actions and sufferings: to him ought to be 
directed every end proposed, in him bo 
sought the accomplishment of every wish. 

To honour him, ' to do his will and to please 
him ought to he man’s sole, intention: * for j 
aqcording .to St- Austin (B, 4. against ' 
Jul, c. 3) the good.that ft man, doest ceases 
to be a good, from the moment when God. ^ 
ceases to be; the end of his doing it.: ■ , whe- ^ 

th«r that end be some temporal advantage, '* 
to. please some, creature, and thence to de- 
rive, some profit; whether , it be hm own 
glory, or his. own: pleasure* i: Whatever 
man has, from God he has it, from him it 
came ; : to him also all ought to return ; . for 
him.alltobe.done..- . / 
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• We are the field tif God's cultivation, we 
are the house of Gdtf’s erection: (1 Cor. 3.) 
we are trees planted by the hands of our 
celestial parent . (Matth. 13. 32i> This 1 
house ought td serve to noother Uses than 
to those to 'which he has destiried it. > Ihe 1 
whole produce of this field and these trees > 
belongs to him, nor must he fie robbed of 
the smallest part. When we dowhat is * 
right, it is his impulse that gives the motion, 
and that motion must again bring us to 
where we set out. If thy eye is simple, 
says"# esus 'Christ, thy "Whole body will be 
light (Matth. 0. 22.) This eye of oUfs, as 
St Austin explains it, (B. 2. Serm. of the : 
Lord' oft the Mount, c.13.) is the intention 
for which ahy action is Undertaken: if- this 
mtetttioft be pure, if the sole object of its 
regatd be God and his good pleasure, 
whatever is its work will be a work Of light, 
md grateftil hi his eyOs. Even the actions 
Of Ac apimal part-ofu# tiiese which are 
£ ^ 
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wholly done forthebodyy become by MU* i 

of such intention, virtuous and holy. Who- s 
tker you eat, says St. Paul (1 Cor. 10. 31;), 
or whether you drink , whatever you do m t, 
word or in deed, do all for the glory of f 
God', and ‘ in the name of ear Lord Jesus jj 
Christ, (CoB.3.17.) Do all in the spirit ^ 
of, Christ; let your sentiments and dispo- ( 
sitions be like unto, his. ,, 

3^- According to St. Austin and St. „ 
Thomas, a man 'is indispensibly bound, t 
andis by precept commgaded ?to refer* at. 
least in. the disposition of Ids heart all’ his * 
thoughts and desires, his words and actions, * 
to God: becauseevery man is tb6 wodt of *, 
<?pd, and on, God r he depends for every jj 
thing he possesses. Is npt evetyservice k 
which a slave canrender, his roaster’; s'dpe-1 ^ 
And there is.no op© of mankind who does % 
not depend more absolutely on God, and y 
who is not infinitely more his property 
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than any slave canhethe property of Wan. 
There is thenno -one bat owes ibis whole 
selfand service toGod. And does a torutb 
so evident stand m need of . any proofs •; T# 
doubt of im it would bfenecessary to » forget 
the ceiation inwhichGod exists with regard 
to man, and man to Godi 

This truth is so engraved in our very 
hearts, that some of the philosophers among 
the heathens have been, led to the acknow- 
ledgement of it, by the light of reason 
dona According to these, toibe a, philo- 
sopher is to love God, and the first duty of 
a reasonable man is to have .God always 
mdtia sight, and tphave him in Ids heart 
as.theohject of his affections and the- aim 
of his actions, For according to these 
«arne philosophers,, God is aman’s sovereign 
good; and .in this quality .to him he owes 
every <thing. (St Austin, B.8 of the Kingd. 
*f:H. Or &)■ 

; 1 :- ' .' ' 

I 


Digitized by Google 



3(5 


Allmankind are bound to lore God, and n 
to love him in a sovereign manner add i, 
above all things; for it is he alone who is „ 
to be their everlasting good. On which 
account the obligation of referring to him « 
all onr actions is included in the command- 
ment of loving him, as St. Thomas observes ; „ 

and Unless we so refer them, we cannot j,. 

keep that commandment: for the sole ten- ■, 

dency of love is to seek to be united to its - s 

object, to hold that object in view in every , 

action, and by that object to be actuated in 4 

eVery undertaking. ' If then we are obliged j, 

to love God* with our whole hearts, We are ij 

equally obliged to turn towards him all the 
desires of our hearts; to direct 'all our 4 

motions to him, and all our actions; and . 

him alone to regard in all our plans and j 

all our projects. We ought not therefore ,i 

to begin any thing but for him, nor to have | 

any other aim in any thing that we do, -but . 

to advance towards him. If there be any ( 
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one to- whom these truths are not evident, 
of him it is much to be feared, that his 
light is no other than darkness. 

Love God, saitb St. Austin, and perform 
whatever this love inspires you to , do. 
Whether you he silent or whether, you speak; 
whether you punish or- whether you, pardon, 
let it be the love of God that determines you. 
Nourish charity in your heart: from, that 
root nothing but what is goad will spring. 
As charity keeps. God. ever in view, it will 
lay before him all you do and all you say* 

. , Where your treasure is, there also will 
•be your, heart, (St. Matt. 6. 21.) God is the 
treasure erf bun who. loves, and by the 
heart our actions are prompted. ■ . 

There is but one God; he who made us 
for himselfy (1 Cor. 8. 6.) 

He who made you whatever you are, 
has a right to insist upon your remaining 
his. (St. Austin.) 
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ON DEATH. 

l.-r-DEATH is the separation of a bqdy 
and a soul, winch God originally ao united 
together, as never to have to be separated. 
There is in man a strong desire always to 
continue in. life, and not at all to be obliged 
to quit hisbody; nevertheless this separa- 
tion necessarily takes place. It is the cause 
of much dread, much trouble,, and many 
pains to him-; for indeed it is contrary to 
his nature, being the penalty of sin., . , To 
sin tins separation owes the necessityofits 
existence in the world, Had man-, not 
sinned, his soul would not have’ been 
despoiled of its body: on the contrary,, it 
would have been invested over andafcove 
with glory and a happy immortality, Since 
however he has transgressed, il ls just, that 
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his soul be tom away by violehoefrom its 
habitation of earth; that it may be placed 
before the tribunal of its maker, and there 
receive its judgements and' that the body, 
amass of corraption, retum tb the earth, 
become food for.wonns, and be reduced to 
dust. Nothing canbemorehniniliating to 
man’s pride; but it is the decree of the 
Sovereign judge. There is no appeal. : > 

The only consolation in an evil thus 
inevitable is^ that althougb deatb n a 
punishment to theeldldreii of Adam, it is 
rendered nevertheless, through (hedteath 
of Christ, an excellept rmnedy agafrist the 
greatest of all pur evils, which- is sin ; and 
becnmas a sanriSde, Which wears able to 
offer te-God, as members of hte sob; ; thewsby 
imi tating foe sacrifice which he made ofhis 
own bfo ibr as o» tbe cross. ■ Bis death 
hath sumctiled oer -death ; but to that efl<k 
we must ’ enter' brio his plan; we rhdst 
accept pf it in his spirit, and suffer like he 
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suffered :with humility j with patience, with 
submission to the orders of- > our heavenly 
parent. \Ve must be ready at? every' 
moment to give our.livesforhissake rather* 
than, offend him. > It is irihnitely>prefierablo: 
to be separated from our body for a time,: 
than to expose ourselves to be eternally’ 
separated from Jesus Christ, our chief, 
our lifeand our salvation. . • 

. Death -appeared to 'the>greatestphilo&o- 
pliers as ihef most terrible ©f all evils, 
because . fhty had mb; resource in ithe hopes* 
of eternity;- butithe Chrisfran, whofttds* 
ini Jesus Christ’ ’every means ;to£ escaping 
Otemal destruction and of arqulringbmveh, 

, regards, it as # good,- Deaths according 
te am anqiant -father* Uotwithstandiag aH'' 
thdt it, [carries with it of terrible, is too 
kmgflr any thing, to a Christian! more: than 
a mert tride, itisfrawdivestodofiall that. 
isd«ead&l- .*-•», ,>•:--!? n >■ 

■ * 'Lr,'V& v* ‘. . . * ku* p* si. ’.*B u>; 
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Those person* m*y tumble a£ th# 
■npaowch ofi death, who in the possession 
^ Christi a n i t y live ly pagans: to those 
it may appear tot bO)dyeadiftil» whose mind# 
are little occupied with the hopes of the 
good thing* to come. ©a the othw hapd, 
let those be fuH of confidence who liwia 
the expectation o£ thd* Lowt’a oopting. M 
» uoawddabfe; the hoiwr is nnoertainj 
wheniteetoea these win be nOinOrc time; 
no. retracing of our step*. Man dies bug 
<mcoy death cw w rn by surprise; lot uo thea 
heready; that when the l4ssd> shtdl knocks 
at the doer, we nwyopenit tohhn forthwith- 
Almighty fiod knocks' by sending siek-i 
noasit hy inducing ns to the danger of dying.- 
(Sk Gregory.) We open the doer to; him, 

when we snhmit to his ordinances with good 
wiH, whem w e put our affairs in order, whew 
we; prepare ourselves without dUatortness 
to reserve the sacraments; when we offer 
him oor sickness and our death as a sacrifice 

p 
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bf homage ahd acknowledgement for mi 
life, and as a* thanksgiving for his graces; 
as a satisfaction due to his justice; as -a 
means Of conciliating his: mercyi fe !'■><■ » 

It.— Happy the dead, who die in the lord, 
says the Scripture r hut what are we to do 
in order tohave part in this beatitude? 
We must not’ omat’ to consider that death 
is not only the separation of body and soul, 
but it is moreover a separation from , all 
created things. We do net then prepare 
for ■ddath as we ought unless we estrange 
©nrselves and -separate ourselves during 
this life, and as promptly as possible frOm 
all those things, of which death without 
waiting for our consent will deprive: us; 
and this for the sake of attaching ourselves 
to God, and of living for him alone. 
Whatever we are passionately -fend of, the 
■ same must we abandon and despisetfor 
Jesus Christ This privation must be: so 
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entire; as to reach to a renunciaticmof pur 
ewaselves, and: to mnk#i u$ die to oursetvep, 
since any thing short nf that will UQt be to 
renounce the objects Qf our passion as we 
ought. 

When we have arrived at this state of 
mind, it will cost us nothing tohave to quit 
oiir body; death will no longer have any 
power tadismay, The obligation of making 
satisfaction to the justice of him who has 
condemned ns to death,. (Gen. 2.);. the 
'quality of travellers, of exiles, of strangers 
i»i this world; the continual: repugnance 
-we feel in ourselves to the law of God 
^during) the whole time of this life ; the 
- destruction of sin and of concupiscence 
which ^eath whl effect; our entrance, upon 
^ our etemalinheritance, that happy transition 
from time to eternity; all this will make 
.'death desirable to the true servants of God : 
mil tins' makes them lament that the effect 
of their adoption through Jesitsr Christ, 
which will take place in their being deliver- 
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fed irofii their 'bodies is so loilg delayed. 
Tbisdisposition of mind it of obligations 
and to be without all desire of being united 
to Jesus Christ by death isa criminal dis- 
position, and is a convincing proof thart 
We place ottr satifuction to created things: 
•whereas we are under the obligation of 
longing tor Jesus in this life, if. we > desire 
to possess him after death. He whe fames 
lust, says'-S fe John, remains in death f and 
he, says St. Austin, who grieves- not -her© 
below as an exile, will not havetorejoiee 
in the other world as a citizen of heaven; ? 
To be without the desire of going! to (God,- 
and to fed no regret at being as a stranger 
upon earth, is to be without alltoveef God. 
Since, therefore we are not to go tb God, 
nor arrive at our true country but through 
death; not to prepare ourselves ta diewcB, 
not to desire to quit this life* is uatto wish 
to go to God, nor to enter into pogtosHlan 
of our true country. / - 
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us die here with Christ, if we 
wish 1 to HVe With him in heaven. Let ns 
ftnm this present tine die to the life bf this, 
world, and of her own criminal passions; 
let us die to the love of crbatutes, and of 
ourselves; it is 'the only tray to live for 
him, of whom we hold out life, and to whom 
we ought entirety to consecrate it. Jesus 
Christ began not to live a renewed and a> 
glorious life, tiH after he had made a sacri- 
fice to his Eternal Father of -the life that 
wa* mortal. Let us not pretend any more 
tiran h* to live the life of the spirit, without 
Mabctacing the life of the flesh, and of sin, 
wttchhringS! death. 

‘ Let notfaenso live, that, at the last day 
efour life, we may he able to die hike him, 
in his spirit, atad in the same dispositions. 
Our death cannot be like nnto his, and in- 
deed it cannot be. otherwise than, very evil, 
ndeathrin willing to unite it to his ewa. 
This favour is what each one must seek t* 
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obtain by ©Very effort, by continual prayer, 
by leading a life conformable t& that of 
Jesus Christ when he was on -earthy and* 
to the rules of the gospel; a life of «is- 
enghgement, of poverty, of humility, of 
purity, of charity, of patience; 

Each moment of life Was for him a com- 
mencement of death; his death never 
ceased to be present to bis mind ; at every 
moment he was resigned to it by habitual 
submission to the orders of his FatherJ 
He failed not to offer liimteelf at willing 
victim, and was ever eager to accomplish 
the sacrifice; for he regarded ifcas a baptism 
wherein he was to wash Our souls the 
baptism of his own blood, which, uircoa* 
formity with the will of hisFather, he Was 
to shed to the last drop* that he might 
redeem us as his inheritance at thafc?gre«t 
price: that he might render thereby thb 
sovereign homage which we owe 1 te >hss 
Father for our lives: and that he might 
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efface sin.; by which we had dishonoured 
him, in defiling within us that own image 
of himself, to which he had formed ns. 

Let-us imitate him in our lives, and we 
shall then be like to him in death; let us 
employ the whole time of life in learning 
to die well; let us never lose sight of that 
last moment; let us unite ourselves to 
Jesus Christ dying on the cross; lot us be 
ever ready to receive the blow of death; 
let; ins offer it continually to our heavenly 
Fifiier in imion with that of his son; let 
asidfsire the accomplishment of our sacri- 
fice in oederto here united with Jesus Christ, 
as members with their head, and live with 
hist a life immortal. 

How can death have terrors for a soul 
which lives by faith? which knows that 
ear Saviour by his own death conquered, 
the evil of death, and changed it into, q 
sacrifice, acceptable to his Father? We 
ought then to desire this sacrifice, that 
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thereby we may enter into his glory : but 
for the accomplishment of that, the Apostle 
recommends to us three things; Temper* 
ance, that we use this wofW as if we used 
it not: Justice, that we render to every 
neighbour his own; Piety, that we attach 
ourselves to God by krve, and live only by 
him and far him. 

Da all ymr actions in sack mfnmr as if 
you were to die as soon as you kod fiwfhftl 
them. Remember ymr last end, and: \VQ% 
shall never sin. (EccL. 7.) 

The death of the just is precious sot the 
sight of God. (Pa. 115.) Let me, G lamd, 
die the death of the just, and Jet my Iasi 
end be like unto theirs. (Numbers, SSL) 

The death of ainnera is very evil, (Pa, 8^.) 
tat generally an end life cga only.be fid* 
lowed by a« evil death* . 
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‘ ON ■ 

1.— ALMIGHTTf God counts all our 
steps; he considers all our motions, our 
hearts, our actions, and our plan#, and at 
the same moment passes judgement upoft 
them. He has his eyes open at all times 
Upon the good and the bad, ahd he instantly 
makes the discrimination. The decision 
-of his judgement will, at the last moment 
Of otrr life, be made manifest to us. Then 
£ach one Mill appear before the tribunal 
of Jesus Christ, and V ill know his doom 
for all eternity. Then it is that fie will 
discover to ns die most secret thoughts of 
our hearts; and that each one will receive 
commendation or cbiifusion according to 
his merits. That will be -the particular 
judgement. ' 
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The general judgement will take place 
at the end of the world. Both this and the 
particular judgement will leave us without 
any appeal; both' will.be unalterable; the 
sentence which will be passed upon every 
individual of mankind at his death, will 
-be the same as that at the last day. The 
former will be between God and the soul 
which shall appear before him; the latter 
will take place in public, in the faee of 
heaven, earth and' hell; all in general; 
angels, men, devils, will then be placed 
before the tribunal of the Sovereign Judge. 
The Lord will expose to light whatever 
shall have been inost hidden and secret, 
whatever is now done in darkness; the 
great book will be opened ; the consciences 
of all will appear naked to the sight of All 
mankind, and nothing will escape the 
knowledge and severity of the judge. Then 
will be the time when each One will receive 
the reward due to his good or evil deeds. 
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There is nothing to be more dreaded by the 
bad Christian than to fall into the hands 
of the living God; on the contrary, to 
those who shall have followed J esus Christ 
with fidelity and uniform perseverence* 
there will be nothing more consoling. 

2. — It is God’s will that this last day be^ 
always present to the eyes of our faith. 
It is very necessary, in order that we may 
keep ourselves upon our guard, by salutary 
fear, by watchfulness and humility: and 
the way to avoid being judged then without 
mercy, is, for each one to examine himself 
repeatedly and prove himself; to put his 
accounts in order; to judge himself with 
all .rigour; and so to pass each day of his 
life, as if in the evening he would have to 
appear at the^ tribunal of Jesus Christ. 

■ Watch and pray at all times, says Jesus 
Christ, (Luke 21.) lest that day come upon 
you unawares; and that you may be ren- 
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dered worthy to escape the ev}kwfrioh> will 
fall upon sinners. Of course those fwho 
do not watch; who neglect prayer;* who 
think little on the last judgement of the 
Almighty; will not escape being surprised 
by it It is by such negligence and uncon- 
cern, that man renders himself unworthy 
of the graces and mercies of his Sovereign 
Judge, and so deserves to be overwhelmed 
at the last day with the whole weight of 
his vengeance. > r 

On that great day every man will have 
to render an account of all his thoughts, 
words and actions; of all the evil he shall 
have done; of all the good he ought /to 
have done, but shall have omitted to do; 
nay, of the manner in which he shall have 
performed those of his actions which were 
good; of all the favours received, whether 
temporal or spiritual; of the use made of 
inspirations and graces; of riches and 
poverty; of health and sickness^ of adver- 
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sity and prosperity; of humiliatbn and. of 
exaltation; in a word, of every things 
From the hand of God proceeds good 
and evil fortune; it is his intention that 
we use the one and the other according 
to his ordination; that we enter into his 
views ; that we make every thing contribute 
to his glory, and our own salvation. It 
will all be weighed in the balance of the 
sanctuary ; all will be brought to scrutiny ; 
and the more each one shall have received, 
the more will be demanded of him. To 
the weak will be shewn mercy, says the 
Holy Scripture; but as to the powerful, 
those, who . are in great employments, in 
high stations, they will be judged with 
rigour. 


3. — -These great truths ought to be the 
subject of our ordinary meditations; and 
the church considers the last judgement to 
be so necessary a subject of reflection to 
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her children, that she thinks it a duty to 
remind them of it from time to time in her 
divine office and liturgy. This she does 
at the beginning of Advent, to prepare them- 
to receive Jesos Christ upon his being bora 
in the world by his incarnation, and in 
the heart of man by his graces: at the 
beginning of Lent, to dispose them to 
honour Jesus Christ in his sufferings, his 
death and resurrection, and by penance to 
bear a part in that death and those suffer- 
ings, that they may partake of the graces 
of his renewed life: and at the end of the 
Ecclesiastical year, to impress upon her 
children that it is in judgement that the 
life of man and the world at large mast 
terminate. 

. Wherefore faith in God’s judgements 
ought to bring about the beginning of our 
Conversion, to forward it in progress and 
effect its completion. By it all onr actions 
ought to be animated* Fromthemaraept 


Digitized by Google 


55 

those judgements are lost sight of, man wan- 
ders astray arid loses sight of himself. The 
Royril Prophet says, (Ps. 17.) that he never 
cast God’s law , because Ms judgements 

were ever present to Mm; and on the other 
hand, that the ways of the sinner are always 
defiled, because Clod’s judgements have va- 
nished from his eyes , (Ps. 9.) Without 
penance the life of man is only sin; 
without it there is no salvation : now, 
without God’s judgements being present 
to us, no penance Would be done ; and 
as our penance ought to be continual, so 
ought also to be the remembrance of God’s 
judgements. 

Alas! who shall be able to sustain the 
presence of that dreadful judge ? Scarcely, 
according to the Scripture, shall the just 
be saved: what then must not the sinner 
have to fear, who thinks so little on that 
afcsize? Come you, the blessed of my 
Father! the Sovereign Judge will say ! but 
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who can assure himself th&t he Will bfeodf 
the number of those whom the Father dmis 
blessed? Go from me, you cursed! he 
will say to the reprobate! atid who must 
not fear to be of this unhappy number, 
since even St. Paul himself feared lest be 
should be of that number. 

At the same moment that the sentence 
shall be pronounced, ; one company will 
depart to everlasting punishment, the other 
will enter into possession of life eternal. 
Dreadful separation! But so must termi- 
nate the life of every one of us. “> Tine vis 
allotted us for no other purpose than to 
enable us to insure to ourselves, by our 
good deeds, this happiness thus pftmri&ed, 
and to avoid this threatened misery^ ♦ k 

At that period will commence justice 
and vengeance. The present time is the 
season for mercy and salvation. Let jus 
pray that God would give us grace to do 
penance during this life, if we diesite ito 
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'hour a favouraWb seuteAce at our entrance 
iotoi the nexti hH us exercise ourselves 
ii deeds of charity, that we jhayJrcxjeiyeits 
rewards: let us in this life shew mercy, 
that then mercy may be shewn to us. Let 
os earnestly endeavour to store with good 
works the days which yet remain to us, 
that throughout eternity we may be filled 
with the good things of the house of our 
Cod. (St. Aug.) 

Saint Jerome imagined to himself, that 
he kedrd at every moment those terrible 
words: Arise , ye dead, and come to judge- 
ment! So ought we to occupy ourselves 
{ with the remembrance and fear of Gad's 
judgement . 

* Pierce^ O Lord, my flesh; pierce it with 
'thy fear,* said the prophet, for I ara afraid 
of thy judgements, (Ps. 118.) 

It is a> terrible thing to fall into the hands 
ofthe living God, (Heb* 10;) • * * 
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whose life is the least ^reprehensible; if i 
tfawaj O Lord, in the investigation of Mi i 

deeds, proceed without tmercy. < 

■ . • ■ , 


j&ittoMm i 

■ ! i 

■ ON 'KELL. ' “•'--** u 

1.— HELL is a prison, dark and hortiMe, < 
wherein the divine justice will easusethe * 
wicked "to suffer eternally the punishment t* 
<dae to their crimes. It is: an abyss trito », 
which God has precipitated for evetr Hit i 
angel# who mtmed (2 Pet 2. andJndev.tJ.) nj 
and into which he wffl precipitate sdl those ft 
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of mankind who imitate themin their 1 dis- 
obedience: < darkness >vill them supply the 
place of chains ; there, shut out ffom every 
irradiation of truth, they will be separated 
from God and from the elect by an ever- 
lasting excommunication. 

It is a land wherein is nothing but misery 
and darkness, (Job. 10.) where sin, death 
and despair hold their reign; where neither 
order nor peace, nor joy, nor consolation 
has place; but in their stead every sort of 
confusion and disorder; eternal horror; 
implacable hatred on the part of God 
towards these miserable wretches ; and on 
their part a like, hatred, for him, for his 
justice, his power, his, truth. 

, .Mprtal enemies of each , other and. of 
themselves; without onion, without charity. 
Without equity, these unfortunate beings 
(ureinn 6entinnalrevolt,.andat, perpetual 
wut .w^tfh-theh own souls and with al!, thei* 
efgapqniett? urpupishment; thowifeyflgwnflt 
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her husband, the htiSb&nd again^hi&wifb} 
the son againsthis father, and theththe? 
against his son; brother also against 
brother; superiors against inferiors, *md 
inferiors agaihst superiors. ; w 

Stripped of every good, overwhelmed 
with every evil, suffering torments unceas- 
ingly, and urged eternally by impatience, 
fury and rage, they vomit forth a thousand 
blasphemies against the avenger Of their 
crimes, and against all who enjoy the 
happiness of liis presence. THeSO furious 
ones Would be glad to tear themSeives 
to pieces, to destroy themsfelVes, fO annr- 
hilate themselves/ They entertain a dote- 
tinual spite against air the ' test of 1 the 
reprobate, brut in a particular maimer 
against those who from having been to 
them an occasion of sin arid Of scandal 
have been the cause of their rain ? again*! 
all creatures wMchhavein atty way been 
the objects of their lusts and the instruments 
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of their aim: * and while they continue to 
mtertaia for them a passion the most unre- 
strained, they at the same time despair of 
ever being able to gratify it. The vehe- 
mency of this concupiscence is so great 
that they are tortured by the inability to 
satisfy it; and they are tortured also with 
an inconceivable horror of the same con- 
cupiscence, because their insatiable desires 
constitute a part of their punishment. 
Agitated at the same moment by violent 
and contrary appetites, they hate themselves 
and love themselves without rule or order, 
without end or measure: without being 
able to procure any intermission or abate- 
ment to this terrible madness of desire. 
Every moment they call upon death to 
come , to their relief, and death comes not. 
They live m spite of themselves, and will 
live eternally in the. midst of the horrors of 
adeathwhich day and night torments them 
and yet does not consume them. 
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Tears and gnasbiiig, of teeth cca^not; 
(Mark 9.) the worm that gnaws the cen 7 
science dies net ; the fire, notwithstanding 
it continually, burneth, diminishes net; 
neither will it be extinguished. t t It is, a 
fire, according; to the Evangelist, like to n 
suit, which penetrating the reprobate in 
every part, renders them , incorruptible, 
that ceasing not to live, they may not cease 
to suffer. 

2. — Such will be the lot pf those who 
live on the earth as if they never were tq 
die; and who die before they have well 
thought upon that tremendous account 
which they will one day have to render tp 
him who hplds in his hands the fates of ? all 
pen, , and who renders to ev ery one Record- 
ing to his wofks. Jesus Christ will say to 
them in his anger, “Go from me, ye cursed ; 
go into everlasting fire yohifh lias been pre- 
pared for the devil md his ungelsf (Matt, 
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25.); arid at the same moment they will be 
precipitated into the eternal abyss, without 
hope of ever being able to escape. 

These dreadful words include two sorts 
of pains which the reprobate suffer in hell : 
the pain of condemnation, and the pain of 
sense. The pain of condemnation consists 
in the privation of the sight of God, and 
eternal separation from him, whose anger 
will overwhelm them like a mountain, and 
will make them feel all: the might of his 
vengeance. They will ever have him for 
tlieir enemy, and they will ever be his 
enemy. There will no longer be place for 
reconciliation, nor for grace, rior. mercy. 
To be eternally the objects of his hatred 
and his fnry, will, be their only portion; 
this will be the essence of their damnation. 
God is a man's sovereign good; he alone 
can make him happy. Out of God neither 
goo^ nor pleasure, por honour, nor glory, 
can be had : out of him there is nothing 
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but evil without alloy, misefy and despair. 
Such is the purport of those words: “ 6a, 
ye cursed , from me ” 

The pain of sense includes whatever the 
souls of the reprobate will suffer from the 
terrible impressions which the fire will i 
make upon their bodies; from the extreme i 
liveliness of their feelings; from the differ- i 
ent organs of perception, which Will no \ 
longer be affected by any other objects than ? 
those of anguish insupportable; from the < 
tearing and stretching of all the fibres of u 
the body, the most susceptible of torture; 
from sufferings the most exquisite and (f 
most violent which they will endure in * 
every part of their body, both within and % 
without; from the terrific phantoms which 
will be continually present to their imagina- n 
tion; from endless thoughts full of despair, ^ 
and representing to their sight, without ^ 
ceasing, the present, the past, and the \ 
future. i 
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« incite p&fet'they will ; me thegraces they 
kftt ^ abused, the good they have neglected 
todo, tbeevil they have done; the, salutary 
the good efcaamples, the oppofctrini ties 
and means of salvation which by their 
limit they have rendered useless. In th# 
present they will behold the many punish- 
ments which the Creator, together with Jus 
creatures, will cause them unrelentingly to 
undergo; the odious prisons wherein they 
he shut up and constrained by a hand, 
hvwibfe indeed, but omnipotent and inflex- 
We, In the future they wiH look forward 
lo an unchangeableness of lot, am eternity 
4 misery, which after thousands of millions 
tfyears; and centuries, will be ever begin- 
ning anew, without leaving them any hope 
of being ever able to mollify their judge. 
This is 'what those words contain: “Depart 
*to everlasting fire." 

Who must not shudder at the sight of so’ 
dismaying a picture? And yet here is 
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nothing exaggerated : they are truths which 
we learn from God himself: it is the idea 
of hell as the sacred writings of Scripture 
furnish it. His word will not fail: heaven 
and earth will perish before all these things 
wiU fail to come upon those who are unfor- 
tunate enough to live and die in sin. And 
yet, who is the person that reflects on this 
misety, and who uses means to avoid it? 

3. — It is not by sins committed in act 
only that we faU into this misery; we may 
draw it upon ourselves by the wiU alone; 
by the desires and the dispositions of our 
hearts; by the sins of our state and situa- 
tion, when we live in an habitual opposition 
to the order of God and to his will : when 
we willingly remain in an evident danger 
of our ruin, in a profession the choice of 
which is nowise prompted by God ; which 
we embrace without vocation and out pf 
motives purely human; and of which we 
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are notcalculated to fulfil the necessary 
duties: when we remain ignorant of our. 
obligations, or when acquainted with what 
our duty binds us to, we still neglect it: 
when presumptuous of our fofpe, we pray 
not for the assistance of Divine grace, or 
pray little, or pray not as we ought* 

Nay, frequently a man is damned for 
the only defect of that charity which he owes 
to God and to his neighbour (1 John 3. 16.) : 
for he who loves not remains in the death of 
sin . Not to love God is to violate the 
greatest of all his commandments, and not 
to love our neighbour as ourselves is to 
violate the second. To be possessed of the 
goods of this world , and to shut our hearts 
against those who are in need 9 is to be 
devoid both of the love of God and of 
our neighbour , (St. John, ibid.); not tp 
give alms, or not to give them in pror 
portion to our means, is a sin that entails 
damnation. 
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And if Jesus Christ consigns to everlast- 
ing burnings the man who has refused to 
give him to eat when he was hungry, in 
the persons of the poor ; the man who has 
refused the duties of charity, in the persons 
of little ones who believe in him (St. Matt. 
25.), what are we to think of those, who 
take away the property of others, or who 
make not restitution? And if those shall 
be condemned who suffer a person to die 
In body, through want, one who otherwise 
must die necessarily, how much more those, 
who suffer the souls of men to die in thAfr 
sins, when they are bound in duty to vender 
them assistance, or when by their situation 
they are aide to do it 

Lukewarmness and- presumption are' the 
cause of damnation to numbers. Luke- 
warmness, because it induces people to 
neglect their duties and to disregard the 


so that sooner or later they are seduced. 
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and quitting ikb narrow path they wander 
and go astray. Jesus Christ himself de- 
clares that he vomits the lukewarm out o $ 
h is mouth. Presumption causes damna- 

tion; because flattering souls in: a false 
peace, it leads them to hope that they will 
still do penance before their death; that 
God will shew them mercy whenever they 
desire it; or that they will be savedwithout 
penance, provided they succeed in making 
their confession: because it stifles the fear 
of God’s judgements; because it leads 
people to undertake things abbve their 
strength and ability; and because, after 
having raised a man up, it casts him down 
headlong. 

The only sure way is, for a person to 
labour out his salvation with fear and 
trembling, with distrust of himself* with 
humility, and with continual 1 solicitude ; 
te pass his life in labour and in penitence* 
that he may expiate past sina ahdnegnie 
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himself against future ones; to produce 
the fruits of all the good works for which 
occasion may be afforded, whatever, diffr* 
cnlty it may cost ; to render to God con-? 
tinned thanks for his forbearance in not 
having ordained him to die -when he was 
in the state of sin, but in having reserved 
him for the time, when he looked for him 
to do penance, and when he meant to 
shew him mercy : a period known to him- 
self, and dependant solely upon him, and 
not at all subject to man’s choice. 

What is there that a damned soul would 
not be willing to do and to suffer, if God 
would permit him to return to this world 
and expiate his sins? Nothing would 
appear painful to him; in like maimer 
nothing will appear severe to us, if we but 
reflect well upon the state of the damned. 
Is it indeed possible that any one can com*- 
plain of a moment of pain, when by it he 
is freed from an eternity of evils, and he 
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obtains an eternity of blessings? Let ns 
dread the evils with which God threatens 
w: let us love the good things which he 
promises, and then the. promises and me- 
naces of the world, the goods and evils of 
this life, will no longer be looked upon by 
ns with interest. Oh happy eternity of the 
Saints! Oh wretched eternity of the 
damned! Oh my God, without thy grace, 
I am not able to turn to my profit this pre- 
sent moment, upon .which both the one 
and the other depends. That grace I ask 
for, in the name of Jesus Christ, that I 
may be able to love thee and enjoy thee 
eternally. 

Descend down into hell while yet alive , 
if you wish not to descend thither after, 
death . Reflect frequently on the infinite 

number of souls , which are there burning , 
and which will burn eternally, on account 
of sms that are much less than yours . 
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Many are there for no mom than one only 
mortal sin. Learn from this severity of 
God’s justice to live in fear of him, atid to 
Hve in horror of sin. Pray to your Saviour, 
who is your judge, that he would please to 
chastise you in this life, and not to spare 
you, provided that he but spare you here- 
after. (St Austin.) 

“ Which of you, you who are given to 
" sensuality, which of you will be able to 
" dwell in the midst of that devouring 
" fire*?” (Is. 33.) T ;> j 

For a moment of pleasure, an eternity^ 
eff punishment ! One may indeed say^ T 
with a great Saint (St Austin), that sinners,, 
at their death pass from one punishment r 
to another; from the fire of concupiscence . 
to the fire of hell. 
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ON PARADISE. 

1. — PARADISE is a place in the highest 
heavens, where God assembles the whole 
of his elect, that he may give them a sight 
of himself face to face and without any 
obscuiity; where he reveals his secrets and 
his mysteries; where he manifests his 
divinity; where he causes himself to be 
beloved with perfect and consummate love; 
where he gives himself to them to be enjoyed 
and possessed without the possibility of 
their ever losing him ; where he pours upon 
them all his treasures and his riches ; where 
he inebriates them with the abundance of 
the good things of his house ; where he 
makes them to drink of the torrent of his 
delights, and crowns them with joy and 
K 
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glory; where he makes them to reign with % 
liim and to trhimph for ever over all hik ' 
enemies. 

There it is, that elevated above all other If 
things, they contemplate the King of kings ' 

in all his glory. There it is that filled with a 
that justice, in the desire of which, during •< 
Jbeir abode on earth, they were ever insa- J 
tiable, they repose with perfect tranquility * 
in the bosom of God himself; united ! i 
in tima tely to Jesus Christ, they .make 1 
with him one and the' same spirit, one and * 
the same church; a church perfectly pure, ■ 
without spot or wrinkle; there he is ail in !' 
all and in every one of them, without ' 
division, without separation, without re- 
serve; he possesses them as an inheritance ' 
which he has acquired to himself "by the ** 
shedding of his blood; there by his niedia- *? 
tion they are all penetrated with God, atid, ! i 
as it were, absorbed in the abyss of his $ 
Divinity, 3 
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t There, ,in all their motions, they retain 
a calm composure; their actions are redu- 
cible to one only one, which is to see God, 
and love him and praise him in transports 
of incomprehensible joy; neither do they 
experience fatigue in this their employment, 
for the more they know him, the more do 
they find him worthy of their love; and 
the more they love him, the greater delight 
do they experience in praising and adoring 
him, and in more and more attaching 
.themselves to him. All their desires are 
fulfilled; in this one object is centred their 
every wish. The whole capacity of their 
souls is filled with God, because being 
infinite in the immensity of his existence 
and in his perfections, he furnishes them 
ip himself with a full plenitude of every 
•^hing that can be desirable. He is their 
fight, their life, their good, their joy, their 
-Wppiness. In him they discover in won- 
derful abundance what they were nevcg 
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able to find in all other things United* 
And they would not be willing to^atft 
with one drop Of this torrent ofdeligbt 
for all the riches and all the kingdoinsof 
this world. 

With a perfect submission to his good 
pleasure in all things, they have no wish 
but what is his wish; they have no wish 
but for himself. The whole world appears 
nb other to them than as a mere speck in 
comparison with the value of this their 
heavenly inheritance with these unspeak- 
able riches, which they enjoy without 
Interruption and without fear of ever being 
despoiled of them. They have no other 
occupation but to admire, to love, to 
render continual thanksgivings, to give 
glory to their Creator and to their Redeemer 
for all the good conferred upon them, and 
for all their attainments in holiness. They 
place their crowns at his feet, in Acknow- 
ledgement thathealone is the source ’hf 
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fiMinhoEness; that whatever 'they possess 
is from the fulness of his abundance: they 
acknowledge that of their own stock they 
possess nothing : they disclaim every pre- 
tension; to him they attribute the whole 
of their enjoyment. • 

In that place there is no more sin, no 
more concupiscence, no • more weakness 
nor ignorance, no more enemies, no more 
combats. God there wipes away all tears 
fr&m th<eir eyes , (Apoc. 21.) Death exists 
not there; weeping, lamentations and 
'afflictions are there unknown: hunger and 
-thinst are not felt, nor does any heat of the 
son. incommode them any longer, for there 
*11 things are renewed. There it is that 
'alt' the blessed have only one heart and 
'tte aoul; that each one, being fully con- 
tent with his own individual lot, knows no 
’envy at the lot of-others, for he is delighted 
with their happiness, and enjoys himself 
Ihetein as much as if it- were ' his .own. 
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They alisyo each otl^r in J.e$us <?Jh4?fc 
they all love reach other in Gpd with fuji 
and disinterested love: he alone is the 
source whence their praises of each other 
proceed. In fine, it is there, that being 
equalled to the angels of God, they lead a 
life uniformly similar to the life of those 
heavenly spirits. 

2. — Such is the Paradise of ; God’s p3?ct: 
such their happiness for all eternity. , But 
all that we have said is no more than a 
taint line of the pencil; and it remains 
true , that the eye has not seen, that the ear 
has not heard, that it has not ever entered 
into the heart of man, what good things 
iGod has prepared for them who love hup. 
hot me hut speak to a heart which loves, 
mud which longs for blessings so great, and 
lit will understand what I say ; it will feql 

titan within itself so much as to remoye 

mmry^euht, aafarm foitem with aholy 
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Jtfdttu', 'like'* the heated stag runs to the 
Waters to quench its thirst. Birt the carnal 
ahd lowminded man, whose thoughts and 
whose affections are fixed on the earth 
albne, comprehends not what I say: to 
him it is all a dream, lie mustber enlight- 
ened by the spirit of €fod, m Order to 
understand and to taste the fruit of the 
workings of fire Holy Ghost in the soul. 

This sovereign gbodr ought to be the 
Wfiy object on earth of the desires and en- 
deavours of a Christian: to be the term of 
all his ambition; to be the predominant 
Occupation of his thoughts, in the midst 
even of his most important concerns. 
®avid, that great prince, who had a king- 
dom’s government to attend to, and who 
was continually beset witbwars* was so 
enamoured with the happiness he looked 
forward to, that all Iris sighs were directed 
to that heavenly country ; insomuch thht 
^ lamented drat he wasexiled from its® 
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long upon the earth, (Ps. 119). -St. Panl 
tan towards it with so much ardour, that 
he felt a strong desire to be delivered from 
the prison of his body, and be loosened 
from the.fetters which held him bound, in 
order that he might be .with Jesus Christ. 

He who. is in love>with his exile, who< 
does not lament ever . the miseries of the 
present life, . loves not this heavenly country, 
does not desire eternal life; and whoever 
desires not? eternal life, loves not 1 God. 
Now to be without, the love of God' is to- 
be dead: it is. a guilty disposition that' 
debars all admittance into the : kingdom of 
God : not to mention that the wrhohas no 
desires of heaven is not led to prayer; for 
prayer has its origin in an unremitting de- 
sire of heaven, and of the means of arriving 
there. Now withont prayer we arrive not » 
at heaven. God gives to those only who ' 
ask; he permits himself to be found? by 
those only who seek; he opens only 'to 
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tbo& who knocks and it is only by thb 
Genres of the heart that all this is done in 
doe manner. <• , * " : 

- ■ i> j * 

8.— Our Lord ordains that we every day 
ask that his kingdom may be established j 
that he would destroy in us the reign of 
*m, and of the passions, in order that he 
alone may possess our hearts, and we may 
possess him also and him only. This can 
take place only in heaven ; and We do not 
•ay this prayer as we ought, unless we are 
desirous to quit this earth and this mortal 
life, that we may be advanced to heaven. 

■But heaven is a kingdom that suffers 
violence, and is not token but by force; 
by combating our passions, by denying 
onrselves, by carrying our cross all the 
days of our life ; by imitating the example 
of him, who himself was constrained to 
•offer in order to enter into MS glory. ‘ ft 
i&thus only that we can reach 1 heaven. Wo 
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do not then desire it, if we are unwilling 
to do violence to ourselves, and to advance 
by the narrow path: for no one will be 
persuaded that a person is desirous of going 
to any place, if he refuse to take the road 
that leads to it Can any thing be more 
rational than to submit to some privations 
and sufferings in order to a great acquisition 
and great recompense. If the prizefighters, 
in the athletic games, for a, corruptible 
crown, and the children of the world - for 
temporal advantages, expose themselves 
to so many dangers, and undertake so 
many and such painful enterprizes, who 
shall refuse to suffer for eternal rewards 
and an immortal crown ? All the labours 
of this life put together, afflictions, sick- 
nesses, persecutions; all that man can 
undergo, whether in the way of voluntary 
inflictions, or in the course of unavoidable 
disasters, nay death itself, what is the 
whole of all this when compared to that life 
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of everlasting happiness which will follow, 
and which will be the reward? 

Pray to God that he will be pleased to 
enable you to break from the creatures you 
love , and that he will give you an earnest 
desire to possess him for a happy eternity , 
(Tim.) Seek and desire with a holy eager v 
ness the second coming , of Jesus Christ , as 
the antient patriarchs and prophets desired 
the first, (2 Pet. 3.) 

Say with the holy king David “Jerusalem 
shall ever be the beginning of my joy.” 
(Ps. 136.) 

We already live in heaven like citizens 
thereof* let your conversation be in that 
happy country, and let your heart be turned 
thither without ceasing, (Phil. 3.) There 
ought to be your treasure and sovereign 
felicity. 

O my God, when thy glory shall appear 
my heart will have its fill. 
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OF* THE PRESENCE OP GOD IN ALE 
WE DO. 

1. — TO have God present to us m> alt 
we do; to proceed at every step in* his 
sight, as under his very eye, amdunderhis 
hand ; to< fear that eye which beholds every 
thing and which is seen by nobody? which 
pierces the thickest darkness and penetrates 
the most secret thoughts; to have no other 
desire but to please him in all things ; to 
keep* the* eyes of our* faith attentive upon 
hisdanv, liis good pleasure and- his orders; 
inline; to think, to act, to* suffer; to pray, 
to tqpeak as if we had him beflweus;* — this 
is one -of the principal - duties of a'Christian ; 
this was the devotion of the antiettt* pa- 
triacks, prophets and holy Icings of toe 
people of God. It was* he himself- who 



gave to Abraham the cfeamandineht to 
Walk in his presence, if he desired to attain' 
to the perfection to which he called him, 
(Gen. 17.> Moses remained firm and con- 
stant, fearless of the fury of Egypt’s king,- 
because he Constantly felt fee influence of 
feat supernatural vision with which he had 
been fatvoared, the presence of the Invisible' 
in the burning bush,- (HeB. 11*) The holy 
king David informs us, feat be had always 
the Lord present to his mind; and that he 
considered him as always at his right hand 
in order to save himself from staggering 
(Ps. 150; and in feat he Was the figure of 
Jesus Christ, to whom the passage 1 refers 1 
in- a spiritual sense. And in another place' 
this prophet says, that he gave not hirtSelf 
up* to impiety, that he strayed not from* 
God, because all his judgements were 
present to his view, and’ feat he lost not? 
right of his laws, Whieh were full of justice, 
(Ps. 17.) Whereas the ways of fee sinner 
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are at all times defiled, because be lias not 
God before his eyes, (Ps. 13.) A .certain 
Father of the Church (St. Greg. Maz.)$ays, 
that a Christian ought to think, on . God 
and on his holy truths, as often as be 
breathes, or rather that this ought to be 
his continued thought And indeed it is 
certain, that it is the forgetfulness of God 
which causes us to sin. 

This sense of God’s presence consists 
not in merely believing that God is eyejy, 
where, and that he sees every thing, but it, 
consists in an attention and application pf 
the mind to God, to his law, to our duties ; 
and in a constant tendency or leaning of 
our heart towards him. This application 
of the mind must be supported by a lively 
faith of the immensity of God and of hi$ 
presence in our interior; a tendency which 
must be kept alive by frequent acts of the 
love of God, by ardent desires of pleasing 
him, of being wholly attached to him, t by 


Digitized by Google 


despising all things else for the love of him. 
In the morning I will stand before thee, O 
Lord, says the Royal Prophet, and I will 
confess that Thou art a God who neither 
loveth nor suffereth iniquity. 

2. — -This exercise has for its object God 
present and working every where by his 
power, by his wisdom, his goodness, his 
mercy, his justice, and his other divine 
perfections; and Jesus Christ his Son, 
whom we may represent sometimes as 
preaching, sometimes as performing mira- 
cles ; or as praying, suffering, dying ; or as 
otir Master, our Saviour, our Mediator, our 
High Priest, the model of all our actions. 
It is in Jesus Christ that God is for us; 
it is in him that he saves us, that he aids 
us with his all-powerful assistance; that 
he supports us against the attacks of our 
enemies. It is in him that he watches 
over our wants, that he fills us with the 
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rndteS of his' Cehsetpifentl^it ofe 

Open this aul;hor iimi fi»ish^ of orir <h#n, 
(that we are always to keep Our e^eS 'oj^ 
and attentive, like the eyesof servUhtSarfe 
on the hands of their masters ; because we 
are constantly in need of God, and because 
WO cannot have access to God bhf throttgh 
him: in fine, it is in the hands of this 
Divine Saviour that our life, ourjustiee.our 
safety, our lot for all eternity is plAtted,' - 
There is nothing more efficdck>t»'for 
advancing us in a Christianity tefitustttvh 
us from sin, ’and from the oceasionswb'ieh 
make us" fell into sin : ; to advance tJilt 
approach to God, and to unite owy^VOS 
to him more and more: neither dOeaitty 
thing more clearly evince die corruption of 
the greatest part of mankind^ than the for- 
getfulness of God and Jesus Christ which 
almost every where prevails, Their temf- 
pdral affairs, the objects of their passion^ 
possess their minds entirely fro*m moiwfe£ 
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to night, from, their infahiby to their dtothi 
Their thoughts, their desires, their *aotteiM 
we all-dedicated' to toe wwrid, to asterest* 
to glory, to pleasuTe: and God appeals to 
be almost wholly lost sight>o£ i tf at any 
time mam’s thoughts are directed- to him, 
it is in the routine , of; method tand custom} 
they are barren thoughts, producing nothing 
that may affect toe ^conduct of Mfe<- .. Nor 
Jesus Christ, nor his gospel is any longer 
studied: nay, it is scarcely known. Alas! 
how shall man arrive at God, ,whe»- the 
only way that leads to him, the troth- which 
ought to be toe guide to him, the life that 
practises the truth and follows its light, is 
fwgotteh? . I - ' 

3.^God eomplairts by the mouthhf one 
ef his prophets that his people have dens 
two evils: one, that they have abandoned 
him, the fonntain of living waters: toe 
other, that they have dug to themselves 
' M 
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brok^R ^iHicmls wi^h)hald,hot<watehi , Wfl 
abandon God ’wben 'vve forget, him*.! wfcfa* 
We**httt #ttr .eyesagainet histrath^aiidww 
IwartagainBt mfloenee of ^his grace) 
and Wenext drake unsound easterns, - when! 
Wegifd drwselves tip tocreatttresand seek 
in ’than a < happiness) which i they! ace not 
aide to aSbrd;> ■ : ,They>hold i not j watery 
because opening! the heart >to sin, they 
plunge itinto a> dissipation which Causes 
it to poM oat the salutary moisture ofgroce 
and piety. :> ■•:■•. ■ .1 •*«,%.( 

* Ootfc^eonttsaryyAtbe means, to preserve 
the fadih •of-God’s presence, and the* atte®? 
tion aiid vigilance ■ whkihiwe owe tehimaa; 
1, To pray frequently to obtain this grace 1 
for it is the work of God to render himself 
present .to onr ndtads, to. ihake; himself >felt 
in oorhearts tandtjbGk engrave upentberahia 
sacred htw. , i2. To live reooJUectedy and 
to keep !dihgeatwatch/over ourselves. . I t 
iainthohioat retired iateriociof^man.that 


Digitized by Google 



, 9 * 

€T6d flights HMftt %hmifiti.i#tthat: 

fcatt'n^t ' thitrtself, ^and ibjt con^ 

fitufttl 1 tittttaitiOn' IriuittrtteHiRiti: ifctk ttmktem 
to'flhd* hirin' 8. < < *‘W»j itiunt'ynreiervte <dul> 
hearts pute atid ffeee ifroin«'the conniption' 
cf'Sitl.' A& dastin the eye iprawnts oite 
seeing, so < Sifl < btrnft ilrnds > our j ititetion sighty 
aM ^events' attention ' tO'Gssd^i idd‘> We. 
ihuat 'adep t'a high' iden and ngnea* estaetn 
of God, r of>hte goodness," of; hi# jasticey'Of 
fife poWerj of his wisdom* i Wevwwer wils 
liflgly- let out’ - thoughts be > occupied tilth 
anytillttgbut what 1 me> cowsiden tvptthy > of 
OW' attention; Wemweteartertais a 

sft&Ote ftwdfor him? tire tinker not * dtelighti 
in titittking on any things fant tihattee lovei; 
and'-vdien. tie* 16ve; liny (otf}e6tr ihuphy own 
thoughts; rarfr oeCupifed;rw*th it; in a>aahta^ 
net, naturally," and aatfcontN KffiCTd t yj and; 
atn> not) easily taken: ofh tic f*i«»daji*,‘ 
iiigttgemnatkres in oprapastinnsi 
of: gtt&t? c&sipwtinh, * iralesd; the ^tuationi 
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in which prevHence has plueeduiutoqui*® 
it*- Themisuotbing by whiehube; mind 
is atom disturbed, and <the application* .of 
it to God room impeded,, than by a mul- 
titude of affairs and embarrassments; in 
which men eats gage without circumspection, 
and out of stives purely human. 7. A 
sold that is regular and exempt from, or 
that ' is master : of Rs passions, and < mot 
obnoxious to surprise, wbatevofmay- hap- 
phn^ receives /like apure and quiet- water 
with easy ; susceptibility the impressions’ 
luade by God- and. the truths of salvation. 

The wisdom of the doctor 0 / the U/utu 
cometk in his time of leisure, naitli the .scrip- 
ture, and he that avoids hurry ‘shall ree&ve 
wisdom, (Ecd. 38 j) The Lord gave him- 
self not to be found, by Elias, neither in 
that impetuous storm which overturned 
the mountains, nor inthO earthquake, nor 
in the fire; he communicated himself to 
him only in the.:aqft, breeze of a gentle, 
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ahr^diKangslS);). to i$hew m thereby that 
hfa^bxcafrfsrsihuhself to our minds notother- 
msothan in the heart’s peace. 

.11 r ji t < • ■ : •• \ . r ■ • 

Be felly assured that God sees you, 
wherever yem may be; .ami that all things 
are naked and open tohisviey), (Heb.4.) 
If you will. sin , , find out, a , place in which 
he doesijtpt m you, and in that place , do 
whahyouiseeh todo. ; ; ; > . , 

i jW*tqhib©forie, me and he perfect .sajth, 
the&Lffldo (Glen. 17.) 7 

I* had the . Laid always pneaept , befpr^ 
me, (Ps\ 1&) ... v-,, 

- .Blessed arothe cleaPiOfbeart, for they- 
shall «ee:God* (Matt, &) - : 
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OF THE CARE WHICH MAN OUGHT TO* 

, HAVE OF HI£ OVATION* . r 

V . V‘. ‘ O " . k .. ' h\i -• 

was Hot created by* GM Tot 
any otfttfr endthtafflathe mi£htbe happy; 
he cannot be happy butirtasirtuch as he is 
united to God, and he poisses^es'Gbd; be^ ; 
cause God alone is ! his light, ; hfe life fend 
his sovereign good. He* is 5 not lilritod td 
God, Redoes not posset God; butinusittrich 
as he knows him, inasmuch As 1 fie coitu 
templates hisiiifinite perfections*; inasmuch 
as he loves him, Sees' him in spirit, and' 
places in him his joy and his happiness r 
separated from God he finds in himself 
nothing but ignorance, nothing but dark- 
ness, corruption and misery. It is sin 
that separates him from this supreme good, 
that corrupts him, that destroys him, that’ 
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renders him miserable ; because ■ turning 1 
him from. God ancf effacing the impressions 
ef his love in hi? heart, it turns his affec- 
tions and his inclinations towards himself 
and towards i creatures/ that he may find 
a miserable pleasure and may indemnify 
himself in «ome ^otti for the happiness he 
before enjoyefl in his Creator. Hus false 
pleasure which- he dilids in himself and m 
the oh$eoi& of his. passions, seduces, jtpd 
mohants him, to userthp expression ofi the 
Scripture, causing; him to. believe that he, 
is happy, that he is rich, that he stands hi 
need of nothing, at a time when he is 
miserable, poor, blind) and naked. Shock* 
ing illusion, which leads the greatest/ part 
of men to the tomb; to death, to eternal 
damnation, concealing from them the pre<- 
ripide till the last moment > when they 
tumble into it! * 

? 4tll -men are -from their infancy in a 
deplorable state through that first sin, that 
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enormous sin,, whrch separ»ted ottr >&r3fa 
parents, firom iim who had m»ated.*ltMa , 
for himself; and whose plenteous graces 
and benedictions caused them.toabound , 
in happiness in t{ie terrestial paradise* 

It. is this sin which has corrupted ithe , 
whole mass and which causes that cor- | 
r uption to descend from the , parents upon , 
all the children. Hence ignoranoe, com 
cupiscence, all sorts of, miseries; 7 death; , 
also and all the pains .whichulputt! hoott- , 
justly inflicted as its punishment- $OithMt ( 
in the state in which we are bocn into Shift | 
world, the following: the propensities .qwtt ( 
nature is of itself alone sufficient to ruin j 
us, and to plunge us into eternal misejy : , 

while to be, saved,, it is requisite that 3iiu, 
the source of all our, .evils, be deateojedi 
and entirely cast out of us with all Hk 
impressions and evil consequences* r.n * 

To do the work t)f salvation then, 4 $ Sft 
hate sin, .seriously to. renounce it,. 
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MtoKMa&tfftA? tode&triiy it by m 
dtaffJvvttfch'God preadribes, «nd‘ Which ace 
tobte'foitttd'ift penitence ; td withstand' its 
pW/penSittes-atid inhhrtatidrie ; to ^nerriPy 
by^the spirit v of God die passions and j cariial 
desire* ; ; t to ; return <to God by a Sincere love 
of him, alcwe that tritfmphS river- that 'love 
of creature* andrif Ourselves, whifch rains 
u*, and which -in reality constitutesriin ? 
to robam to bhaby a ldre, !whieh t^irig 
ifc'Off frODMhethingS Of thiSearih shid'ftom' 
emribriri bodies, 'drawsunto this sovereign 
getffl rillthe motions Of odr'hearis, and 1 
dMth Mffl conseerwtes dll our actions. 

U(»n <»! .• ‘ . i i 

■ «Bdt this hatred Of sin arid the krve 
of»'God whiefc 1 works our salvation; rind 
both which ate ‘indeed our salvation itself, 
crfmorifyceine 'to us ftoia heaven'; rind they 3 
oan only- Come to- us through Jesns Christ;' 
the only son of God. He bears the Sacred 
riahaterif Jeans, because he was given Wvsta 

N 
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be our Saviour, St Matt l,) and he save? 
tis not otherwise than by delivering us from 
sfn through , the merits of his death; <by 
withdrawing us through the means qf grgee 
from the corruption which prevails in us 
during this present life (Gal. 1.); by keep- . 
ing under, through the impression of his. 
love, the inordinate motions of concu- 
piscence, which continually impel us to- 
wards evil; by inspiring us with a^s]m^€ire 
contempt for ourselves, and for all .that 
flatters us upon earth ; and by establishing 
in our hearts contraiy inclinations, which • 
attract us to things of heaven. The Son r 
of God, says St. John, (John 3.) appeared 
in this world that he might abolish sin; he 
came to destroy the works ■„ of the devil.* 
Whoever remains in him and is attached 
to him by the ties of diyine love, sinsnot,. 
as long as he is faithful and he follows his . 
attractions. 

It is through Jesus Christ that we receive: 
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itam God the power tor will and to do: 
through him come allthe good motions of 
tit ir will, all our good actions; and die 
Apostle exhorts us to tvork but our salva- 
tion with fear and trembling y (Phil. 2.) 
because he only produces in us these great 
effects according as he pleases, and through 
pure mercy: He it is that begins, he that 

finishes* By grace , says the Apostle, 
(Phil. 1.) you are saved through the means 
of faith: this faith is not of your own 
acquisition, it is a gift of God;; it is not 
f your work, that you should glorify your- 
1 sdf on that account. We are the work 
ofGod m the order of grace no less than 
in the order of nature. Without me you 
can do nothing , says Jesus Christ himself, 
'{John. 15.) Take heed that you exalt not 
yourself and that you keep yourself in 
Jear 9 (Rom. 11.) It is not you that 
support Ae root; it is the root that sup- 
-ports^you. 
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It,# ppon thesegrounds tfe# the, Aptfsttei 
e^qr^.i^ tpb© upon quj; 
nflvise be muting to tty grace# $ od, mr 
ky wgligpm m infidelity farce , tym. ,g* 
Withdraw himself, (Heb., 12.), Tkp*f> ( .m 
nothing which, in its importance is equul 
to the blessing of our salvation: the Sou 
of God became Man and died} and died 
% npthing else but to eiect if; he oalte fc 

tty. wort . of his father , , (Job* 4) j . { awotfc 
that is to him . poutishmentand deligliii. 

he is impatient to accoMplish it: he,de«n», 

with continual eggemess to drinfc,eff;*ha 
chalice of his passion, and to be, baptised 
in the baptism of bis Wood,, that ty,4 my 
, fulfil the will of him who aenthim 1 th 

^eU*. .. r ^ 

, If Je^us Christ made the work .ofcQtyr 
salvation his only business, it is nothing 
but right that wje dp so also. He referred 
every thing to this end : his, life, hw death* 
his actions, his sufferings, his jagatytty s4 
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aitofejibf** fctW bedrid to refer every 
tMngtfc tile Same end. AllOur other con- 
cerns, * aft ow plans, all dur enterprises 
musthave eoanefctiortwith this end, wok 
conduce to our salvation. Whatever tenet 
made to conduce thereto, is of no value; 
and' whatever is contrary thereto’ is de- 
structive. The Son of God was on earth 
only to save us; shaftwe be so lost to 
reason as to pass the days, the years, the 
whole of OUT lift; without labouring (hr the 
same end ? Yet so do the greatest part of 
Christians. Theyare occupied with affairs 
Very different from that One only business 
fori which they are placed in the world. 
All those grand enterprises, all those oc- 
cupations, those projects, in which their 
whole attention is edgagOd, are no more 
than amusements, mere trifles, if compared 
to’the business of salvation. Nothing de- 
serves the name of good but whit, may 
help forWardthat brisihess, and nothing 
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the name of evil but what may thwatt'ft. ® 
For what will it avail a man to gaiitikb a 
world, if he lose his own soul? And i 
by what change shall he be able to rtidititk $ 
it after losing it? (St. Matt. 16.) • it 

3.— What folly to spend one's fife in ii 
seeking after a fortune, after riches, plea- % 
sures, honours, all which Vanish into smoke sy 
When death comes; which cannot be Of the « 

smallest utility for the other lifej which 
are great obstacles to salvation, and which *; 
produce no other effect in this life than t6 i 
fill us with inquietudes and cares! Is ft \\ 
worth while to endure the pains, the fe- ^ 
tigues, the fears, the vexations which evdr * 
attend the pursuit, the possession and the 
loss of these trifles, for the sake of so short- $ 

lived, so uncertain, so frail, sd seduOtWe $ 
a pleasure as they afford? - Is there 'any f 0 
thing in the world which can make up for { 
the loss, of our God, of oursoul, Ofour \ 
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nterpal happines s, all, which op risks so 
often, for such paltry trifle®? < , ' 

Nevertheless man is blind enough to 
postpone this, affair of so much importance, 
and to give every thing else the preference : 
a few moments of his life are all that he 
singles out for it; the rest he gives to 
worldly occupations, to pleasures and the 
enjoyment of creatures. The greatest part 
of mankind are led away by objects of 
sense, by the desire of amassing riches, by 
wmbition» by a love for human glory : and 
with these they so fill up every portion of 
hfo that even the moments intended to be 
appropriated to self examination, escape 
fromthem without their profiting, of them 
a » they intended: these same moments 
when gone by, return not; , and nothing is* 
dwoovered to have been done. 

. v TekaowGod, to study his pleasure, to 
Jot# him, to adore him, to serve him, to 
seek, our whole happiness in him ; to fear 
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hint, toJtehpdus commandtamts, 1 Mm/ine* 
cording to the wise inn, :(£ncL 12 .>.i1b 
nan’s sole business: this it is that: makes 
ham happy: ■' this,, of ail .the things' in- this 
world, heis, to account necessary, and only 
this, (St. Lake, 10.) The rest is no wore 
than vanity and pastime of the mmd. We 
shall mat enter into life nor be saved but 
by Jc $eping the commandments, (Matt. ]&) 
Wherefore to keep the connandmeats id 
to lire .according to the gospel, : istotro* 
doom thepledge we gave in baptism, :is>40 
folfilthe duties of our ccdtipg, » t»l do t» 
ourselves the vioteneejeqmsite-fortiw sgt*> 
mounting ibedifficuhies we meet with M* 
aurway to heavEn. •> ■> 

The road to. perdition is. bread, land : very* 
mmteroos . axe those who follow it Tw 
promote any interest, * to make a JbMue^ 
fatigues awe sembraoed whh wsfimgwessv 
nothjngis, iheught.painfal, >ew*y.ithingUB< 
risked ; hot in theacquiring .salvation we 
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taukaBitoibe pie mn(i «ajrf aiidiagreeabicf. 
The Smallest difficultly dishearten 'us; 
every thing is indulged in, provided it is 
•otaonme. But salvation ifc not obtained 
hyaiifeof lease. The way that leads to 

eternal life is tnaraonv; to advance «n teat 
road manyconveniencesmusit bedrenouhoed; 
sufferings are sto be encountered, patKaocp# 
and <dyires resisted. And yet man wishes 
to gain heaven without the expense -,*f 
bufferings : the number of those who (follow 
that road is stuffier than < man can say 1 ; to 
enter by the namxwgaie demands strenuous 
exertiaosy nnd yet man wishes to -enter 
thereby without all effort What! shall we 
be able to enter by the narrow door after 
having followed to the end the road which 
ig broad ? We are unwilling to do violence 
fo ourselves in order to enter by the way 
qf^the gospel while it is in our power; 
atldwhen we shall be desirous of doing it. 
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it will not be in our power: the door will 
be found to be shut. 

Ask of Ood the grace to do violence to 
yourself; put yourself in a state to receive 
that grace by a renunciation of your 
passions , by a life of prayer and labour, 
by the lecture of the gospel and frequent 
meditation thereon, and by practice of good 
works . 

Seek before all things the kingdom of 
God and his justice, (Mark 7.) ~ , y 

We cannot be too cautious in securing 
ourselves for all eternity, (St Austin.) 


r’iro! 
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Nfn# 33ajn 

ON A HORROR OF SIN. 


1. — SIN, according to St. Austin, is a 
desire, a word, an action contrary to the 
law of God: a law eternal and immutable; 
which prescribes the order to be observed 
in alt things ; and which forbidk all In- 
fringement of it; a law which hot only 
regulates file tongue and the hand but the 
heartolso, and that primarily. All dis- 
obedience and violation of the law springs 
first from the heart; and there it is that 
man must first make manifest his obedience' 
and submission to God. The heart is the 
source of sin, and from the heart it issues 
forth and thence exposes itself. Words 
and actions are no more than the channels, 
the instruments of its manifestation. * 
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The law of Go^eqilally-fcHrtlids Wifr miii p 
commands good: m like roartneras itisa- 
sin to desire or to love what it forbids,! p 
and to do the same either by words hr > i| 
actions, so is it also a sin hot to love or », 
desire what it commands; and not to ad * 
conformable to it both in oqr Wdrd» aind [| 
actions. Thus we sin when we act directly, ® 
contrary to the law of God* and We siot p 
when we omit to r do wjiat .it proscafoes^ « 
We pip by violating the law, artdwe<sito « 
by not executing the law when exaedidn \ 
ofit is prescribed. In a word, the » tww * 
parts of Christian virtue consist inavoi diag i { 

evil and in doing good, ... >•<<,. ,i A) j 
To love one’s self and creatures fetitbew | 
own sake, instead of veferriog that love to ,| 

God; to love any thing whatsoever for 
any other motive tbap fop. God's sake;* to | 
peek repose, pleasure, happiness, in awy , 
0htjg out of God; to seek uafoowtded <£»* | 

light in things, the moderate use^of wheafc t 
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is tpresterthod i by; Go»#a tmt* , afttbtoi«toe> 
vwyiensenoebf sin^Gtad tomeotofcgw*; 
haftpsamBi t» u*an, . conae^netwly ?to to thei 
emkf 4^*4 vMcfc j4m» ongbt to destine tot 
eirj op. . It to attohwd him t© intake Hm<of, 
eteaturess felecMding.to hto.ne^s&totoa an* 
with tenpctancey. bat; it tonot aMotaed.hinft 
to plwcei hi* stoisfeetiOB* m toetn and hist 
eoafteniruftot : : be tnnst, nottseek tob> totonM 
•f eSBfoynwnt mthem, for.happtow they 
cannot gmt .> • -.• .• i <# 

They ace no more than triflet* luturoctfejs 
cf/co»egteiii» toad of. oo* loye*. Our sttal 
is, iof i » higher natures itnhuqadeiiotoyitoi 
God, and he done to doatwrag itsjtoir* 

anil it§ lesteeni. ; Wihateeec to caataacy to 
thto fahdiam entai hug isiafato "... : ■ 

t>i ’v;-,- t, ;v '.m' : -*:i- ‘ • o i . ^ 

(u2^*4Jto .<m&num*m mtenol toto/A# 
mirldv MnAmhifoLaU tototttd Jtotto to w to tH 
(Bptobi ; lienee the cwtoe why ail mb' 
tor fh^ed to detonation J v btnea ntof 
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dttefth arid 1 a'ft) sorts 1 efeVils^bavd spread* 
themselves over <tbe earth. * This'iswhht- 
is Called original sin, .because manors* 1 ' 
tracts it in his origin and his birth; because 
Oversinoe the ; sin of Adam it has been* 
transmitted by generation to all his chil- 
dren, and tbereby its poison and corruption 
has been propagated throughout the whole 
httman’ race. On this account the Apostle 
says, (Ephi 2.) lfA«# through thecorruptkm 
of nature we are children of wrath, < and 
ohjfects of God’s vengeance* - • < «■ 

The tifcro principal 1 wounds which the sM 
of ourfirst parents has : inflicted «n * on# 
seeds, are: " ignorance' in the rriind, and 
eonpupiscence, or a propensity to evil in 
(he will: two fatal source,? of all: the utter 
which man' commits after he has attained 
td the ttseiof his reason 13»e' children' of 
Adamsin, says St. Austin, either because 
tiwy know noMhat what theyido isevii/O* 
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to w ,telse because though they are 
oonsoiopsof the evil they do, they are 
impelled to it through the love of pleasure, 
while the good with which they are ac- 
quainted has neither charms for them nor 
attractions. 

Sin renders a man unhappy even during 
the present life; it blinds the understand* 
ing, it corrupts the heart-; it extinguishes 
grace, , it deprives him of all virtues, and 
of all the gifts of God : it makes him the 
slave of creatures the most contemptible ; 
the child of the devil, the enemy of God, 
the. object -of his hatred. It renders him 
stjjl more miserable in the life to come: 
it: strips him . generally of all his goods, 
temporal and eternal ; it produces a lasting 
reparation between him and his God ; it 
plunges him into despair, into damnation, 
into eternal torments. Can any thing be 
node deserving of his hatred 1 This how^ 
ever isnot all. 
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B'm m sd t gneftt «n *rv»I, thtt.wdessJGed 
were witat the «6set»tiallgr is, usmoSsM& 
eternal, aJA-powofill, . <w moald annihtfrrte 
him. The sinner in his madness j»r©cfeed* 
«s» Car as -to say tin this heart that Sfaem.jp 
no God, (Ps. 13.) His wishes are, sags 
■St Bernard, rather that -God should not 
know -of this .sin, or .that he should net 
jwihish -it. Now if God -.did not ikttow 
When sin. is. committed, -his knowledge 
Wouldnpt extend • to all , things^ .if he did 
notpuniahit, he -would bewiShoHtjastie^ 
And in either .-case he would mt .be God- 
So that .sin has .a -tendency to anirifaiiatte 
God. This is so true, that whentbe Son 
of> God became -incarnate, and ltoojt .upon 
himself . oar sins, ithey caused his death: 
nnd.St Pahl says, - that >wkm see sin am 
fimtifyiUi»<amw.and put him 4o Umtk, 

r&r-iWhat honor than ought mta-Quasr 
tian to entertain for a monster, -whidhtha* 
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*&ubgd 'dehffi to the -whole humaii race; 

the sinner eternal death; 
Wfcieh : caused death to J esus Christ ; which 
declares war against God himself; which, 
could Grad suffer destruction, would destroy 
God v in a word, which, is itself the great- 
est of all evils, and the source from whence 
all others proceed ! Fly then from sin, 
says’the wise man, as you would fly from 
a ' &erpe*rt' (EccL 21.) If you come near 
tbitGyon will be seized by it. Its teeth 
are^Kbe to the teeth of a lion, to devour 
i&tAh. y ' Every iniquity is a double edged 
sWord, - which at one blow kills both soul 
and body, and separates man from God 
himself, who is his true life: and the 
whnnds it inflicts are incurable to every 
One tmt the Almighty Physician. 

AH the martyrs of the old law and of the 
new have preferred to suffer the most cruel 
torments, and to lose even their life, than 
to- break the law of God by a single sin. 

p 
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Joseph was Willing to 'let gd Ms fobC'arifl 
endure imprisonment rather 1 than commit 
a crime, (Gen. 89.) Susannah saM it-titlS 
better to fall into the hands of men, and 
undergo the whole weight of their fftry, 
being free from guilt, thah to sin in the 
sight of God. These two had a just sense 
of the enormity of sin; and we undoubt- 
edly should imitate them, were we only 
convinced that it is the work of the devil; 
and that to commit it, is to execute his 
wishes, and to render ourselves the ootnpa*- 
nion of his rebellion and his damnation 1 . 

Whoever desites to avoid sin, UiuSt-^-1. 

ready mistrrist himself; must cdnSillt 
His own weakness by flying from occasions 
and dangers. 2. Must be carefui tobfe 
well instructed in the truths ofMie gOsjfrd 
and in the duties of his situation, for igno- 
rance is the source of many sins. 8. He 
tnust abate in himself all unrufly dppetite 
for the things of this earth, as w ell as all 
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dread pf temporal 'etila: 'for, St-Anttin 
pays, aU sin&spring ft»nc those twtv sources: 
piqiidity and. fear, 4. Hemust.rteverlosp 
flight of what awaits him at the end oflife; 
death, judgement, hell, .paradise- A He 
must love God as his Father, .must fear 
him as his Lord and his Judge. 6. He 
must, like the paralytic in his bed, conti- 
nually present himself before Jesus Christ 
the physician of bis soul. He died in 
order to deliver us from sin, and i he alone 
cap preserve us from sin, or extricate us 
when, we are implicated in its bands. He 
loved not sin; he knew not sin; and he 
defied his enemies to convict him of any 
$in: still he was treated as if he had 
been sin itself; for he took sin upon him 
in order to destroy it, and to make us 
just with the justice of God; that justice, 
of. which, by his grace, he is the author 
$pd principle. 
i‘s '-y • 
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• Pray to God that he would impart to 
you a great horror of sin ; a sincere and 
profound grief for* hairing* so much offended 
him. Of all hssesy the loss of grace ( and 
sift is the enemy of grace ) is the only loss 
that is foi be deplored with teats,, for it is 
the only loss which tears cUn repair. 

- What fruit therefore had you then of 
those disorders of which you are now 
ashamed? for there is no other end/of them 
hut death, (Rom. 6.) ; j 

Woe to that soul which dares to sap a* 
rate itself from thee, O God, in the* hopes 
of finding any thing better than the*e> (St 
Austin.) . , 

• \ 

* 1 !) 

V • . ' . Mi 

- ' M . ’ v ' i #(> 
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: > \ >no ‘i> *. , v'n**, . v , 4. k * *■. .! 

’ , ' 1 *KVI\V ! V , 't ‘ . »j 1 Vi * * i- -if 

»>■ . r i;: ,• ftartfr . 

,, QN PENITENCE* , ; 

1. — AS sinoifends a God omnipotentjus- 
tice itself sanctity itself; goodness^ wisdom 
infinite; so* in a certain sort, it is neces* 
sarily infinite in its temerity, its injustice; 
its impiety, its malice aiid its folly. Being 
dineetly opposite to his infinite* majesty 
and divine perfections, it cannot possibly 
go unpunished : one of two things must 
necessarily take place, either that man 
punish himself for his offences, or be pun- 
ished by God. It is in no wise to be 
questioned but that unless the sinner take 
up arms against himself, and by penance 
during the present life make reparation for 
his transgressions, God will in the next 
take his justice into his own hands. He 
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hates with a ..sovereign and eterap} hnh$d 
the sin that is not expiated during 
and of course he must punish such a ein 
as a God ; that is to say, eternally, and 
with all the rigour which so great an injury 
deserves. 

This rigour the criminal cannot escape 
excepthyn penance undergone with perfect 
consent and , willingness, proportioned to 
his own strength, and to the greatness. of 
his offence. This Sovereign Judge pardon* 
those only who do not pardon themselves. 
He shows indulgence to those onLy whp 
shew none to themselves, but on the cant 
trary treat themselves with a holy severity. 
To chastise ourselves therefore out ofaxeal 
for jostaoe, in order to appease God’s anger, 
and to conciliate his favour, is what .its 
called doingpenance. If this is not dono 
when them is ability to do it; or if then} 
Ib not a sincere disposition to-do it, An 
etfl is wholly imeuralde; sin establishes 
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itself forever, and renders' the ! sinner eter- 
nally miserable; ■ < - 
1 Unless you do penance, says our Saviomv 
you shall aUin tike •manner perish, (Luke 18>) 
1b do penance therefore, or perish, is the 
only alternative. Bat penance must be 
done In such manner as to efface sin; to 
heal the wounds which sinhas made; to 
to do awayalT its impressions so that the 
sinner relapse not For, according to foe 

Fathers, to do penance is to bewail pas£ 
sin s arid to commit no more in future, and 
so have no cause to bewail new ones} 
Insomuch that unless die penitence be 
accompanied by a change of life, be items 
so 'austere itis vain and: of no effect 
- TDhereare snob things as false penances; 
there are imperfect penances; there am 
temporary penances which last only for a 
tone. False penances change hot the 
heart;- they are not grounded on any nppo» 
sRSentosin; toey bear only an «to»rior, a 
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surface o£ penance. Imperfect penances 
are those which only excite a struggle ox 
uneasiness in the heart ; they give rise, to 
certain emotions and sensations, but the 
change they produce is only partial. Those 
are imperfect penances which are too su- 
perficial for the crimes committed; which 
prevail upon the sinker to abandon indeed 
some sins, while they leave him to commit 
others equally great or even still greater. 
Temporary . penances are those which in* 
deed . make a good beginning, but which 
gradually relax and accomplish nothing* 
Sin is an evil in its nature eternal: it 
deserves a punishment that ends not. It 
is nothing but just that the penance for; it 
should; last at least for the w hole of . life ; 
should last till the sin be blotted out. 

' * -v • • • I ' 

2. — Sin takes its rise from the heart, and 
from thence it proceeds to external actions^ 
ta dry up the source of the evil, repentance 
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toust likewise take its rise from theo heart, 
and 3 from thence must proceed to actions^ 
arid regulate the whole course of life. This 
is 5 what God himself has taught us by 
his prophets and apostles: be converted to 
me with your whole heart "(Joel, 2.); rend 
your hearts by a lively sorrow: as it is m 
customary expression with us in great 
affliction, to say, that it has broken bur 
hearts; such must be the repentance of 
the heart. Besides this it requires feats, 
tears, lamentations, as marks of the aus- 
terities of penance, which indeed are its 
exterior, and which give to it a body: 
Wherein are included all troubles and mor- 
tifications^ In addition to which God iii 
many places enjoins alms-deeds, and the 
relief of those who are in want, who are 
under oppression, or are friendless, (Isa. 1. 
and 58.) It is not doing penance, if when 
we are in a situation to do these good 
offices, we omit to do them, '.c Wash chUn 
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pom hands, Says St; Jatae s (James, 4.); 
purify your hearts, put m grief, mourning 
md tears; lot your laughter be changed 
rtito weepings and your exultations into 
Qtotrow. 

According to St. Austin, penitence is 
neither certain nor sincere, but inasmuch 
to it springs from a hatred of sin, and from 
a love for God. A hatred and a love, 
•which extinguish sin in the heart, by pro- 
ducing in the heart a lively regret for having 
offended this infinite goodness : which lead 
a man to the confession of his sins in the 
sentiments of a profound humility and a 
real tissesteem of himself; which inspire 
him with an ardent zeal to punish himself 
tod to make satisfaction to God by pro- 
portionate chastisements, by fastings, by 
tears, by lamentations, by prayers, alms- 
deeds, labours, and good works of dvery 
kind. It is not possible to lave God as 
die source of all justice without feeling a 
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hatred for sin, which is the enemy of justice; 
and without using all means to destroy it t 
in order to be reconciled to God and to 
appease his anger. In a word, where there 
is not the love of God, there cannot be a 
hatred of sin, there cannot be repentance. 

Can a man weep too much, can a ipan 
use too great severity against sin, which 
deserves hell? deserves to be cursed eter* 
nally by God? To lose God* to lose one’s 
soul, to lose a kingdom, to render one’s 
self subject to be eternally tormented; can 
such evils be too much lamented? can any 
price be rated as too high, which redeems 
for us such great blessings, and which frees 
us from such enormous evils? 

But according to St. Gregory the remedy 
ought to be of a nature contrary to the 
evil: and penance, according to St. Cyprian, 
ought not to be less than the crime. 
(Cyprian de lapsis.) Now the mind has 
been puffe d up with pride and ambition. 
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let it then be htfmbled: the' flesh , has 
proved rebellious, let it be mortified: the 
affections have been defiled with avarice, 
they must be purified by disinterestedness, 
by alms-deeds, by charity : the excesses 
of intemperance and pleasure must be 
expiated by fasting, by abstinence and 
mourning. Great sins require powerful 
remedies, bad habits great violences, and 
so of the rest. 

• In fine, penitence is, according to the Fa- 
thers. and the whole Church ip the Council 
of Trent, a baptism of labour ; and man 
cannot be restored to favour with God in 
the sacrament of penance, but by internal 
groanings of the spirit and much sorrow. 

' 3.— David is a pattern of a true penitent; 
and for our penitence to be sincere it must 
be of a piece with his. In the penitence 
'of David there are four principal charac- 
teristics. ; 1. . I am prepared, says he* I 
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ana prepared, O Lord, for chastisement. \ 
will receive with willingness all the afflic- 
tions, the pains, the miseries which it may 
please thee to send me. 2. My sorrow; 
and my sin which is the cause of it, is at 
all times before my sight ; I never lose 
sight of what I must deplore to the end of 
life. 3. I will confess my iniquity and 
J will not fear to declare it. 4. My sin 
shall hold me in continual solicitude, and 
my soul shall not rest. This penitent 
ting felt within him that his transgressions 
mounted above his head, like an insur- 
portable burthen, and that his flesh was 
.totally corrupted; in the bitterness of his 
grief he walked the whole day with his 
countenance sorrowful; from his heart pro- 
ceeded nothing but sighs and lamentations. 
-If we have in our hearts true contrition* if 
we love God as we ought to love him; and 
in like manner if we hate sin, we also shajl 
experience the same effects, and we shall 
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adopt the same dispositions. But not fbr 
great sinners alone is penance to be em- 
braced : the Council of Trent says that the 
life of a Christian ought to be a continual 
penance : as no man is without sin, so all 
ought to lead a penitential life, and submit 
to the mortification of the spirit and of the 
senses. Penance is a remedy for sins 
committed, a preservative and a preven- 
tative against recurrence of sin; a coun- 
terpoise against inclination, and a stay to 
human weakness: now there is no man 
who is not weak, and who is not in con- 
tinual danger of falling; and no one there- 
fore must seek to be exempted from this 
life of penance. 

Ignorance and concupiscence, unless 
gfeat precaution is made use of, lead in- 
fallibly to evil. We must guard against 
the fifcst by seeking to be more and more 
instructed, and by praying to be enlightened 
by the Holy Spirit: and against thefatter. 
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by the coirtinual violence which we must 
use against our passions; and by assidu- 
ously beseeching God to strengthen and 
support us. 

And were we fortunate enough to be free 
from sin, still Jesus Christ is our leader 
and pattern ; we are bound to render our- 
selves conformable to him, and to tread in 
his footsteps, in suffering, in labour and in 
penance. His are the orders, and we 
have only to obey. In fine, penance is the 
road that leads to heaven; it is the means 
of obtaining perseverance in acting well. 
Of course, to endeavour to shun penance, 
is to seek to be deprived of the most ne- 
cessary of all graces; it is to exclude our- 
selves from our celestial inheritance. 

Address yourself frequently to Jesus 
Christ, and mk of him a true conversion, 
a lively faith, a penitent heartland perfect 
love far him whom you have offended. On 
no other terms can pardon be obtained* 
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Brirtg forth fruits worthy of ’ penance, ? 
(St. Matt. 3.) : : • • :■ v * 'sw 

- O penitents, what will it avail yoti to 
humble yourselves, if you change not your 
lives? (St. Austin!) G ^ 

Fear not to undergo any pain or labour^ 
be they what they may, in order to escape 
’eternal torments. 


Hebentf) Baa* 
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NOT TO DEFER OUR CONVERSION. 


t l.— iTHERE is nothing more dangerous 
* than to remain in a state of sin, even were 
it not longer than for a few moments, and 
thereby delay to enter into oneself; in the 
sincerity of a true conversion* It is- to 
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remain in a state Of opposition end revolt 
against God, and in a state of damnation. 
HeM itself is t«n©ved, ,from snoh a state 
but one step. Qur We h wigsenty by,* 

thread ; if this .thread . taut break* .oar. pen* 
drtiou .is inevitable. Nothing is moif 
certain than Wat damnation awaits those 
who die in- this state. Nothing is mono 
certain than death* and nothing mono 
uncertain than We duration and tertnitta* 
tion of life. 

It is Wen a dreadful rashness* it is 
excessive dally to defer to some other tfcao 
We abandonment of sin, the reparation of 
the injury :it has done to God, the restora* 
tion of the soul from death: in a word, to 
defer repentance. The moments of life 
are in no wide at our disposal ; so that we 
cannot attempt to dispose of Wem. jFrora 
God we received life, and from him we 
must receive We continuance of it as long 
as it shall please him to grant it. That 
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*rtntinuance depends solely bn his bounty: 

Wh&i ho once cuts the thread there ds *»© J 

more time ferns; no appeal. •- The decree 
heprohounces is irrevocable, and it will i 
•decide our fate for ever. Who is the- 
persbnwho knows that he will not die in a j 
moment when he is in sin? This has 
happened* to many others, so that* it is * 
most extravagant for any one to flatter him* i 

self that he shall not be of the number. " J 
I will begin to-morrow, you say! But 3 

will' you be put in possession of to-morrow ? ^ 

God promises you pardon if you do penance ; J 

but’ he has not promised you to-morrow i 

wherein to do it. If you have lived in Slit j 

till now, begin from now to live well; ^ 

cease to do evil, learn to do good, (Isa. 1.) ii 
Delay, not to be converted to the Lord, « 
says the scripture, (Eccl. 5.) and defer not ^ 

from day to day. His anger will come ^ 

down upon you in an instant, and when q 
the moment of his vengeance shall arrive, * 
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htf iwill destroy yo». ;/ flis ^n^r.hang^ 
oyeryou dating the whol^ of, the tjyqae^that. 
you remain in sin, it only waits , fi^ the 
moment when it shall burst. , ) 

How do you know that it will not this 
day be said to you, as it was said to the 
rich man in the gospel. Foolish man, thi^ 
very night will thy soul be demanded o£ 
thee, and what will become of thee after, 
all thy faithlessness ? The putting off 

repentance has ever been considered as ^ 
sigo : of reprobation. , . 

, St,. Chrysostom says, that the uncon- 
cernedness in which a sinner lives after hi^ 
sin,, is more irritating to God than the sin 
itself. St. Gregory the Great says, that sy 
sin which is not immediately expiated by 
penance drayvs on another sin, this second 
sin draws on a third, and so on; and that 
Ahe> last, is .greater than, the first., The 
longer a person remain? in sip, tl^ niorp 
he becomes blinded, the more he grows 
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baldened: «n<P tt> whatddwot MiinhAeSs 
andhhrdnesS of heart leadT Hey-I 
fitial fmpenitenee, Which is the eoihpfetion! 

of all misery. 11 ■» 

^ 

2.— The example of the good-thief is the* 
duly example of the kind mentioned in the 1 
rieriptures. A man must have lost his' 
sfenses to flatter himself he cart discover in 
Strcfran example any reason for confidence. 
Besides, although he was Hot ednverted 
till the latest moment of life, still itliti 
frtie that he did not defer his conversion r 
the latest hoilr of Hfe was the firstof 'hid 
Both. Prom the' moment that 'Ms iejdd 
tveire opened, he recognized his condition; 
lie accepted of death ahd hesttffered it} 
he offered it up together with that of Jesmi 
Christ as a penance imposed on him 'by 
Almighty God, its a sacrifice of justice 
tritich Was to eXpiate Ms crimes. ; « ’-.«{* 

! ' •• -• * »■ - :\ i J (i 
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Odr' tlite Otfeorhaed, Wfr&t htf 

h ap pen ed fey the WOrld <rt large ill the 
days ef &oah ; -tot the inhabitants ftf S ad l w n 
hi the days of Abraham The tfeptotaaeO 
of Antioehus, with all hfo tears and hte 
great possessions, was rejected by God} 
and he did not succeed in obtaining that 
mercy he so much supplicated* The fool* 
ink virgins, on account Ofthehr hot being 
re a dy in titte, were rejected with these 

trords of reprobation : / #Mow yo» ho#. 

- : Let us then labour wi&o&t delay ifl the 
w*ek of eiir saltation: let uff /edtc and 
temtble lest the Have of ntetey- e&tipe us, 
fFhil. SL=) It is God who gives the? desire 
ofcohyersion, ftnd eeim'fsidW itSeif; it is 
he who gives the grace of repentance. Oil 
oar suites it depends not, it is a particular 
gift of God. If, at the fittoe Wlrttt Vf« defet 
conversion he itnpart not to as the 
desire of it, wo shall never' bo oowrerted; 
if he inspire oh notWHfc A low ef Mpem 
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anefe, wie shall not repent ; or, if we tdo, 
we shell not; do it as, we ought). Thus 
spoke the prophet Jeremy to his God; O 
Lord, do thou convert me, and 1 shall he 
converted : for it is ,thou who art my Lord, 
and my God: my salvation is in thy hands, 
and after being converted by thee I did 
penance, (Jer. 31.) This then is a grace 
not to be neglected : we must seek the Lord 
while he may be found; we must call upon 
him while he is near, (Isa. 55.) 

To defer making reparation to God for 
the injury done to him, is to be guilty of 
new injury : it is an approval of the first* 
It is to dispute with hint the right -Is? holds 
over our souls: it is to refuse, him the, best 
part of our life, which is our youth and the 
time of health;: and toassign over. to him 
the leavings: of. the. world, of our passions 
and of the devil;: it is to despise, the ricb* 
ness and thebountyof his mercy ; all wbm% 
ure sO many cfimes .^Jhich, . Reserve .that 
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God *hauld abandon os, and withhold 
f&Hct us Ws grace when we shati be in th« 

greatest need <©f it •'* 

, • ; . ' ’ .;•> ; . \ . . : • ) 

. . g, -To put ©ffone’s conversion till death, 

as most sinners do, is to render it almost 
impossible. To be converted then requires 
a miracle’ of grace, so extraordinary/ that 
it very rarely happens; nor does the scrip* 
tore afford us any ' example of it. It >is ito 
attempt to repent at a time when we ard 
net capable of acting at all, and frequently 
not >even of thinking. So that, St. Austiii 
says, that the repentance of a person; in 
the infirmities of sickness is at best but 
infirm; and that there is reason to fear 
test the repentance of one dying, do itself 
die; and come to nothing. God can give, 
says be, repentance in that moment, but 
he no where promises to give it. , If then 

mercy, do 


you’ desire that God shew you 


Digitized by Google 



136 


; In owlet to tmoonverrted, it ( isnecessary 
Shat the ittdiftatwnw, thedia|»eW<»s awl 
the sentiments of the. heart .undergo a 
change. That the bands by which the 
heart istiod to ioi»«tutee he hwfcep asunder : 
that . bid habits he. laid aaWet tbot>God he 
henoffrrth loured with snore ardour than 
any other thing has ever yet been loved j 
that the rktote of Christianity he adopted* 
from having been proud we must become 
humble; item ambitious, little ; fremwva* 
Steams, dtootat&e; frotn lustful,. chaste; 
firom ahedoric, meek and patient; <fitomae» 
vengeful, willing to pardon all things. and 
to lone oar enemies. All which is not usu- 
ally brought about in so little time, and 
especially .not at a moment whan the sack; 
person is wholly ©otmpiod withhis Idnpss, 
with the alarms of death, withthe .making 
his ■will, with his wwtkUy aflirits* with 
the concerns ,of ,hw rfamllyj nut a moment 
when die sick pewon possesses jwhhar tee * 


Digitized by Google 


137 


•neeessfcry presence of mind, nor freedom 
efacting. 

•» Conversions which are made at that time 
are justly suspected: and generally the fear 
of death and of hell, interest, and human 
respect, operate more strongly than the 
love of God and hatred of sin: it is the fear 
of suitering everlasting fire; hot the fear 
of sinning. We wish not to die without 

the sacraments; we wish hot to cast a 
disreputation upon our family; we wish 
not /to pass for hardened sinners; but in 
general it is sin that leaves us rather than 
we who leave sin. 

inRefleot seriously upim the length of time 
dust you have delayed to give yourself to 
Qodj land tremble at the danger you are 
mof ruining yourselves. 

Say, from the bottom of your, heart, in the 
paesencoof God, my determination is fixed ; 
fnkudiiia moment I will begin, <Ps. 76.) 
s 
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therefore m our hearts for our neighbour 
when he is in misery, and to assist him 
according to our means, is truly t hat work 
of mercy which we call alms-deeds. We 
must not however forget that man consists 
of two parts, and that if his body has its 
miseries, his soal has her miseries also. 
We perform a work of mercy spiritual 
when we administer to the necessities of 
the soul. The body is in misery when it 
is without wm&sbmmt, without clothing, 
without lodging, without assistance, with- 
out health; and die soul is in misery when 
it has not the things necessary to salvation ; 
intelligence, virtue, conduct. Therefore to 
five food to the poor, to dLoathe them, to 
take thorn into oar house, to patronise 
them, to deliver them from oppression^ to 
Mtaad them in sickness and in infirmity, is 
fcoexercise the works of mercy corporal; to 
Attract their minds, to reprimand (them 
when acting wrong, to wdoome them, to 
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draw them over to the love of virtue and 
of truth by good counsel, by prayer, by 
good example, is to exercise the works of 
mercy spiritual. 

But inasmuch as the nature of the soul 
surpasses that of the body, so much does 
the benefit rendered to the former surpass 
whatever can be done for the latter. As 
the body is only made for the use of the 
soul, and is no more than its organ, what- 
ever comforts we may administer to it are 
to have no other end in view but the salva- 
tion of the soul. They are to be used 1 * as 
means to gain it over to God. These 
works of mercy, when they are such as they 
ought to be, spring from no other motive 
than charity. Now charity dictates that 
We Jove our neighbour as ourselves ; that 
we procure him the same good things as 
we ought to procure for ourselves; and this 
can be no other than the sovereign good. 
This is the only thing which charity, pro- 
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poses* to itself in the love of our neighbour 
and in whatever good we do him: it wishes 
to save his soul, and it is in order to gain 
it over to God, that it applies itself to the 
necessities of the body. 

Worts of mercy then, when prompted 
by the spirit of Christianity, have the soul 
of our neighbour for their object: and if 
we were actuated by charity, we should 
never render assistance to a neighbour 
without making him sensible that the life 
of the body is indeed nothing, and that the 
life of the soul is excellent above our 
understanding: that all our endeavours 
ought to. be directed to the acquiring this 
spiritual life, to the nourishing it, to the 
strengthening it, to the preserving it at the 
hazard of every thing else. Indeed nothing 
has greater power and influence on the 
mind than the words and example of one 
whose charity manifests itself by sensible 
effects : it is a sermon operative and * to 
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the life. Nothing contributes none to 
reclaim a wanderingsoal, if we tart avail' 
ourselves of the opportunity of doing tin 
good work with that discretion, that dex** 
terity and ingenuity which true charity writ 
' suggest. This is a talent for which we 
shall be called to aoctrant at the last day, 
and which <we take not sufficient pains to 
turn to the profit of ourselves and others. 

2. — -There is no man li ving who is not 
indispensably obliged to exercise works e€ 
mercy; either by his riches, if he be poe* 
sessed of them, or by ids attentions, his 
labour and his influence, that his neighbour 
may be relieved in his poverty, in ht&mck* 
ness, in Ids in firm it y, when, he is oppressed^ 
when he suffers aflfictian or disgrace. if 
a person is without afl m ea n s *f affording 
assistance, he can stfll entertain a goad 
will towards the saflbrer. He can pray 
fin: those wthwase nffinrin^,Jthat God w—ii 
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be pleased to send them necessary aid, 
and to accord them patience is their trial 
and peace of mind : and these are valuable 
works of mercy and precious in God’s 
sight; of these the poorest people are ear 
pable, and sometimes more capable than 
the rich. In cases when we see our neigh- 
bour living in ignorance or in sin, we are 
obliged in a more particular manner to 
procure for him the means of deliverance 
from his situation, if we have it in oar 
power ; if we have it not in our power. We 
mast pray far him, and edify him by ex- 
amples of piety. To behold oar neighbour 
in each a condition without emotion, and 
without fading a desire to. relieve him, is 
a. crime; it is to be wanting to the first 
duty of charity. 

This duty has its foundation in the com- 
mandment of loving our neighbour as our- 
selves. Nobody whatever would be will tog 
that this duty should be neglected no. his 
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regard, were he himself in need; nobody 
therefore can be exempt from the obliga- 
tion of doing what is in his power to assist 
those who are in a like situation. Per- 
haps, with regard to the necessities of the 
soul, many people would be unwilling that 
others should undertake to give them ad- 
vice, or to find fault with them ; and with 
difficulty would be persuaded that such can 
be a duty of charity. But this arises from 
the pride and blindness of their hearts, and 
from an attachment to the objects of their 
-passions by which they are held in subjec- 
tion. Certain it is, that if they understood 
their danger, they would be delighted to 
have a hand extended towards them for 
their rescue: and when death shall open 
their eyes at that moment when they shall 
be about to appear before their Maker, they 
will wish they had been benefited by an act 
of charity of this sort. Wherefore, we Can- 
not be considered to love our neighbour as 
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ourselves, if we be not touched to see him 
in such a situation, arid if we be not de^ 
sirous to procure him, when it lies in out 
power, the advice and assistance necessary 
to deliver him. 

There is nothing which the Scripture 
recommends with more urgency both in the 
Old and New Testament, than works of 
mercy, and the other assistances which each 
one owes to his neighbour according to his 
necessities. St John says, (1 J ohn, 3.) that 
he who shall see his brother in need , and 
shall shut up his boweh fnm him , has not 
-charity. Faith , according to St. Jaane^ 

4ch. 2L) is a body without a soul, when it 
produceth not works of charity ; St Paul 
tells us, (Heb. 13.) that by such offerings 
we make God our friend . He advises us, 

(Gal. 6.) to do good to all men, without 
being tired, particuhxriydo those whom the 
same faith has made , as we ourselves : nre, 
servants of the lord;* and that we shall 
T 
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receive i the fruit of our good works in due 
time. He says, (2 Cor. 8. and 9^ that the 
poverty of those who suffer want is to bq 
supplied by the abundance of those who are 
rich, that so the spiritual wants of those * 
same rich ones may , in the day of need , be 
supplied by the spiritual abundance qf the 
poor of Jesus Christ , and so every One epjoy 
an equality of gifts* This same Apostle 
compares alms-deeds to the seed of the ] 
sower, which scattered on the earth prcb- 
duces the abundance of harvest : that be j 
who sows not, pretends not to reap; thaf ( 
he who sows sparingly* will reap but spar? J 
ingly, and that he who sows abundantly, 

'in abundance also will reap. In fine, 
Jesus Christ in the Gospel, (Matt. 55,) 
adduces no other. cause of the damnation 
of the reprobate, than the violation of. th? ^ 
law of charity. 1 was huugry, he will say j 
to them, and you gave me not to eat * , Gp 
ye cursed i/ito everlasting fire. 
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3. — To refuse relief to a poor man is to 
rettise/ It to Jesus Christ. He regards as 
done fo himself whatever good wte do to 
otir neighbour, if we do it through love of 
him, and in his spirit: and he assures us 
that the poor whom we assist, will procurer 
for those who assist therii in the spirit of 
charity, a place in tlie eternal tabernacles ; 
because as Jestis Christ is in them to re** 
ceive, so will he also be in them to reward 
the gift. 

Thus the rich stand infinitely more in 
need Of the poor, than the poor do of the 
rich. The poor man stands in need of the 
rith man for this life only, which passes 
away; but the rich man stands in need 
of ihe poor man, to introduce him into 
heaven, and render his Almighty Judge 
propitious. The just man, says the Royal 
Prophet, (Ps.111.) has distributed his goods 
among the poor with liberality, and his 
justice remains for ever; for he will for 


Digitized by Google 



148 


eter' enjoy the veeompence Of bitf good 
deeds and eVen inihis life, aceofdingtw 
St Paul, God who gives the sried<to be 
sown, will give also the bread that shall be 
needful for life ; will give increase to what 
be shall sow, and will continue to make his 
righteousness to fructify. 

We sow otir corn. We traffic with our 
money, and without fear of losing it, 
although our every thing is risked for a 
profit that is very uncertain; and shall we 
fear to give oiir money to Jesus -Christ, 
when he so expressly promises to recom- 
pence us a hundred fold in this Kfe, and 
with an eternal kingdom in the Other? ^ 

He demands nothing more of each one 
than what he is able to perform; but it is 
his pleasure, that each one do perform to 
the extent of what he is ablo. Now dees 
that person do what he is able to do, who 
hoards up, his treasures for necessities 'In 
future, imaginary necessities, while an 
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immerm I perish before 

M»- Gym through want and wretchedness.? 
especially when the , regular , returns at the 
year, fuwfeh such a,o»e with .sufficient 
abundance to • supply those wants which 
are caeated in his, apprehensionoaly and 
created there because, he has not learned 
to put his trust in that providence w^ose 
resources axe inexhaustible. 

Jesus Christ, .according .to the holy 
Ifethem,. claims to himself; the whole of 
what 'is over, not of what our covetousness, 
our. ambition, os- oar sensuality has to. 
. spare, tor these passtotos never leave any 
thingj over, , hut consume the .whole of our 
.own possessions and .the. possessions of 
otheis {also; . bat of thus which remains 
after, the ordinary necessities of our proper 


, t*»t and indeed of that Which. remains over 
after the essential .necessities of nature 
atone have been attended to, when.tba 
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demand upon Our charity is argent and 
pressing. For would itbte tight’ tOallOw 
oarselves whatevermight be thought to* 
belong 'to out condition in 'life* wbat-i 
ever might be called the proprieties of our 
state, at a time, when we behold Jesus' 
Christ dying for want, in the persons of' 
the poor? > 

As to the rest, we are to take carethat' 
ourahns-deeds,inthe first place; he 1 a 
voluntary oblation, dictated by charity auri 
nbt extorted 'by violence from our avarice. 1 
Secondly, that they be done out of oar town- 
property, property lawfnfly acquired; fori 
works of chari ty done by means of property* 
which belongs to another,/ or acquired un-*-- 
justly, is abominable in the sight of Code 
It is striding one to clothe another ; taking 
thorn one the means of life in order to aflford 
it -to another:' such is- a robbery and a 
sacrilege, not alms-deeds. Thirdly, that 
our alms-deeds be done before death : - 4br 


Digitized by Goc ie 



151 

whp£ credit is that man entitled to> who 
only ogives what he can ho longer* keep ? 
Fourthly, that our alms-deeds be done to 
those of our neighbourhood, if they be really 
poor and in want; to the poor of good cha> 
racter, and who are conspicuous for their 
good life; to those of our own parish, and 
of the place where our property is situated; 
to those with whom by the destination of 
providence we happen to be connected: 
by akns-deeds thus administered, , the rich 
and poor, as tfye scripture has it, meet one 
another, (Prov.22. 2.) •» Fifthly, that our 
alms-deeds be done with good will, freely 
and generpusly, without vanity and without 
self-seeking; with a charity dictated by 
tender-heartedness and pity: ; a charity 
which keeps in view rather the spiritual 
than the temporal bendit of its object, and 
which renders the receiver sensible of the: 
intention of the giver. 
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' Examine youmehm with regard to your 
Conduct towards the poor: see whether 
you behave towards them as members of 
Jesus Christ: and whether you render them 
all the service you are able and which you 
owe them . 

Whatever you' have done to the least 
of my brethren, you < have done to me> 
(Matt. 25.) * 

: V Whilst we have tone Idt us do good to 
atimen, but especially to thosfe who bf 
the same, faith; and same jtiety are, tike 
ourselves, become ofthfe household of die 
Lord, (Gall. 6.) r 

j If you do het relieve them, you kill 
them, (St. Ambrose.) ' 

Let hut charity » overflow the heart, and 
‘you will atarays be able to find sohiethin^ 
ito gite away, (St AnstiiL) r u 
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OF SUFFERINGS. 

1.— ALMIGHTY God, when he created 
the universe, established all his works 
according to a most excellent order of gra- 
dation; an order which constituted their 
beauty and their ornament. Man held the 
middle place between his Sovereign Good, 
and. the good things which were created. 
While he was raised above all corporeal 
creatures, his station was infinitely below' 
that being who gave him existence. Sub-> 
ject in all things to his Creator, he rendered 
to him with joy the homage of his obedience; 
of his love, of his adoration. Lord of all 
other things created, he made use of them 
as steps whereon to rise towards that 
Supreme Good whom he looked upon as 
his happiness, his center and his rest. In 
u 
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his works, he contemplated, he admired, 
he adored, the wisdom, the power, the 
greatness of the worker. 

Sin has deranged this rightful, this rea- 
sonable order: it has set man in opposition 
to las Creator; it has suggested /to lam 
due desire of making himself like -to Gad; 
of assuming to himself the source of bis 
light, of his justice, of his goodness; .and 
by such over-weening pride he fell from 
the sublime state wherein, at his, creatine, 
he had been .placed, into an abyss efimiso- 
ties: in such sort, that, far from becoming 
to himself his own god, he became ihesbuse 
of the vilest of creatures, and tendenedto 
them what he owed only to God : histmind, 
bis heart. Ins love, Us obedience. r e 

The beauty of that order which was first 
established ooald not he restored but by 
the punishment of the guilty party, and by 
the destruction of an which had produoed 
die disorder. All things ate as they ought 


Digitized by Google 



1*35 


,to> >fccp < wfaeh thdx ianooetat hr hajipjy tad 
the sinoorisin misery and goffering. ,It* 
an immutable and eternal law; it cannot 
to violated without destroying all justice. 
■Wherefore God, who is justice itself, has 
condemned guilty nan to this, numerous 
collection of miseries, which have inun- 
dated the earth, ever since thesinofour 
fits! parents: and he lias threatened theft; 
.wadi eternal death, who shall setose to 
submit with hranility raid with lovfe to so 
jnsta seotence. So that, not to tom the 
nristcies of this life into a remedy and a 
sacmdee of expiation for sin, to to he 
trefcaetbry to Good’s appointment; it is to 
.tenmto in sin; it »■ evidently to expoto 
one’s self to become in this world} .and to 
She next, the victfen of diviRe vengeance: 
to that world* by undergoing all. those evito 
which are not to beaveided, and death 
itodf which is the coiapletionof tomb and 
titetitewthHtWflridi damnation dveriaetfaym 
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On the ‘other hand, thednlymoansef 
rendering oitrselves happy in eternity# i»j 
4o chastise ourselves in this world# aadido 
receive with willing hearts, from the <p nteO* 
nal hand of God, the chastisements ^which 
he inflicts. There are no evils in this 
World, but what may thereby become 
excellent means of purifying ourselves fret* 
the defilements of sin, and of wboUy 
expiating it; of obtaining. God’s graces^ 
and of meriting his kingdom. «* u >'> G <> i 

, 1 4 • ,/» .. _ ' 1 , • t * i t U: ■ Itii 

: 'f " 2.— All men deserve to suffer, and indeed 
do suffer : one in one way, anothernin 
another; whether it be in this world «b tin 
the other; for all are sinners; But an all 
do not receive their sufferings in the Spirit 
of repentance,' so do they not derive profit 
from them; 'There is . an advantage in 
suffering, but the suffering must . he under- 
gone 'for Jesus Christ# and in lis spirit ; 
must be welcomed, with love, and Weoepted 
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of as**; deserved penance. On the other 
Imnd, to be impatient in suffering, and. to 
oppose resistance ; to undergo , the penalty 
due to our crimes, without lamenting those 
crimes, and without renouncing them, is to 
be miserable both in this wodd and the next. 

Crosses and afflictions are the portion of 
Ae elect here below. They are all that 
Jeans Christ has promised them in this 
Jife;r>but he has at the same time promised 
to give them his spirit, whereby to receive 
their sufferings in conformity with his views 
(and dispositions. Thus, only can we enter 
i into heaven; and. whoever, is unwilling to 
i anker jbysuch a way, will not enter at all. 
ilWholly . to be exemptfrom suffering, is a 
imp* that we do not yet belong to Jesus 
i Christ. A life of prosperity, of pleasures, 
jof dehgbts, is a made, of reprobation. 
Thase thiugs produce a forgetfulness .&£ 
. Cod, attaeb the.-soalto .this world, corrupt 
'theibearbnadm^ passions. . . 
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Vsry , difl&eat are. the «fiect« pnMbtodd 
by sufferings. They *sdte*off the a#iutk>w 
ffom creatures: a salutary bitterness' riri- 
fustd oyer i the , objects of his passions, 
forces the sinner to return to him who 
aione oan give him. happiness, (St. Aug.) 
It is good for me, OLcvrd, said holy David, 
that thou, hast htlthbled me by rfflictiug nse. 
Turn, my soul, to the center Iff thy rypwm, 
(Pj. 114) We do not think about returning 
Jkp God, ' ,whea things go weU with usapan 
the. earth. The pleas nrosof life nan 
enchantments, gay* the PsaJntet; tatariwu 
vfemeet with nothing bat difficulties '«ttd 
Vexations, but disgraces and pemecutfoss, 
then we are mdmsd to nke refuge >ra<)od, 
and to seek itr hin ohr connotation* . Hits 
the method) he usually makes- use! wfo tb 
Iwhkgsiiuuers^tD « sense of their course*, 
end tni tinge them fttsn thfor leflmsgy 
-Wkawuw see owselvts rsj vetted, by tm*t 
tares, we thmyr ovtrselvM utt»tbe.«Hbs* 4 f 
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tte'Cfeautor; and wo experience the sweets 
of* his paternal tenderness. 

' These good beginnings, which sufferings 
bring about in the soul, are by the same 
continued, improved and increased. By 
sufferings, man is kept in humiliation 
under die , hand of him ,who only strikes 
that he may cure; and by them the soul is 
prepared to receive the impressions of his 
pace, which to the humble soul is never 
refpsed. ’ Thus sufferings, by producing in 
map the virtue of patience, which, accord- 
ing tot the. scripture, is perfect in it£ opera- 
inns, ^render, him -susceptible of all good; 
and' mandnct him to perseverance, which 
Is 4he crown of every virtue. Instead of 
which, prosperity enervates the soul, throws 
ter into- a state of negligence, and produces 
{trade ; > gives, rise to all vices, and excites 
afiwrihing for penitential exercises ; tbere- 
tap erecting an iasmrmountable obstacle to 
'itetnortnmiaf. a amaer, and preventing his 
reconciliation. 
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8. — God never pardons sin wfthaii&dct' 
tisfaction being made, or without & sincere 
resolution to make satisfaction*© biff jus- 
tice; which satisfaction cannot be; made 
without undergoing what is painful to iia* 
ture. This satisfaction, according to the 
Council of Trent,' is performed, notoniy 
by the penance which the priest is bound 
to enjoin, or by penances voluntarily chosen; 
but moreover by all ill accidents which be*- 
fall a man ; by the afflictions and miseries 
of life* which God, like a kind father, ir 
willing to accept of, by virtue of themerite 
of Jesus Christ, in expiation of past urns; 
whenever man submits to them with? tar 
mility and good will, and undergoestbem 
in the spirit of penance, as a chastisement 
from tj^q hand of his heavenly father; Then 
it is that he ought to say, “ Thou art just; 
O Lord, and thy judgements are right,” 
(Ps. 118.) “ Here burn, here cut, hew 

spare not such a sinner as I am, provided 
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than wilt but pattfou me hereafter,” (St. 
A»g.) Too happy to escape, by means pf 
eteteumnnito so short and easy, those 
eternal punishments, which by such mani- 
fold sins I have deserved. 

“ The Lord” says St. Paul, (IJeb. 12.) 
“chastises those whom he loves, awl he 
mfiiets stripes on all whom he receives into 
the number of his children.” Grow pot; 
therefore weary of suffering. Ip that Gpd 
treats you as bis children ; and were you 
to escape chastisements, while all others 
undergo them, -you would pot be truly his 
children. W e ought to blush at being deli- 
cate members, while our head wears a crown 
of thorns. Jesus is a man pf sorrows, and 
we wish to be men of enjoyments and plea- 
sures*: he knows by so much experience 
what it is to suffer, and we are unwilling to 
he initiated in so salutary a science ! In 
what) than appears that conformity with 
JesuaCferist, which is the destiny erf all hip 
elect. x 


Digitized by Google 



102 

• *The sufferings of this life bear ho 
tion to the glory which we look fOrwardtb'^ 
dnd yet this short, this passing moment, is 
to produce in us an eternal weight of ill- 
comparable glory. Be our sufferings what 
they may, they cannot be put in comparison 
either with our sins which have been com- 
mitted, nor with those which we are daily 
Committing, nor with the graces and con- 
solations which God* bestows upon us even 
in this life ; nor with the kingdom Which 
he has destined for us in the next. Whete 
is our faith? where is our reason? that 
we are not willing to suffer at all ^ that 
we complain of mere trifles ; and stlfl 
look forward to receive the recompence of 
suffering. 

Jesus has merited for us his grace by tr6 
Other means than by sacrificing himself on 
a cross. In him his grace is a grace of the 
cross and of suffering. That grace niust 
retain in the members the same quaJitites as 
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iq^tho sited in suffering, it can 

op}y, ^inspi^e a love for suffering* To refuse 
then jto staffer, is to renounce the grace by 
which we have been made Christians ; and 
of course to renounce the inheritance which 
it has purchased for us. It is to deprive 
ourselves of the glory and consolation of 
suffering for Jesus Christ ; a glory and 
a, consolation, so honourable, that a holy 
doctor of the church (St. Chrysostom) has 
'declared, that he would rather have been 
4p tf p#son with St. Paul, than in heavep 
7 with the angels. It is to refuse ourselves 
joy. which arises from Christian tears; 
which St. Austin hesitates not to say, 
.that they, are more sweet than all the joys 
of the theatre; than all the divertisements 
pf the age. 

r . The, prophet assures us (Ps.93) that the 
consolatipns of heaven filled his soul With 
joy in proportion to the many sorrows that 
. afflicted his heart. The apostle is filled 
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itith joy and cdnsolatkm in themidart'ofJhis 
sufferings ; while those who live fit plea- 
sures and prosperity ate gnawed witftlta 
by chagrin and sadness. The joy which 
they seem to taste is only on their lips ; 
theit heart is dry, withered, discontented. 
Vhe servants Of the Lord appear sometimes 
to be overwhelmed with a crowd of evils, 
fend yet, calm and tranquil, oontent in the 
Interior of their mind, they would not be 
Witting to give up their situation for- ahy 
exchange of temporal things. The children 
of the worid, on the contrary, appear to 
swim in joy, and at the same time, ' a bur- 
then' to themselves, ever dissatisfied with 
their pleasures, ever envious of die happi- 
ness of others, they are «every moment 
seeking a change; and they havo hosOOU- 
er obtained that change, than they seek 
again some other change with an eagerness 
■ which discovers dm omptiiaws of their 
hearts, and the miseries to which tefc In- 
terior is a prey. 
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- 1 1 liet ois fi'eqwently meditate, and meditate 
seriously, upon our Saviour’s sufferings : 
out him, who instead of a quiet and easy 
life, which he was at liberty to make choice 
of, preferred the cross, despising the igno- 
miny of it and the shame, (Heb. 12. 2.) 
And can any one be discouraged ; can any 
one be fatigued, who considers as he ought 
so moving an object? We have not yet. 
In our resistance to sin, resisted like our 
Saviour unto death, shedding our blood; 
and shall we dare to complain? 

n Acknowledge then, in the sentiments 
ff of 1 a lively faith, the happiness of those 
“ who suffer in the spirit of Christianity. 

■ ■■**> Fix your eyes frequently, nay keep them 
■f f fixed continually, if possible, upon Jesus 
“ Christ dying and nailed to the cross. 
- **. -Fay to him, in the situation to which his 
i.t? love of us has brought him, your homage 
i“ and adoration; ask of him the grace to 
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“ partake of his sufferings in this world, 
“ that yon may partake, of ( Jus (glory in the 
“ world to come.” 

If any one will come after me, let him 
renounce, himself, let him take up his cross 
all,, the days of his life and follow me! 
(St. Luke, 9.) 

The cross of Jesus Christ will not saye 
US without pur cross in addition,.,, , ^ 
Christian ought to remain for his, whole 
life fixed to it, together with hun, T% 
time is not yet come to draw the ,nai|^ 
and unloose ourselves from the , . cross, 
(St Aust) 




I J.l 
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ON THE CONTEMPT OF THE WORLD. 

1.— THE world, which the Christian is 
obliged to contemn, is nothing else than 
that society of sinners, who are united 
together in interest, in plans, in passions; 
by concupiscence, and by the love of the 
things of this world, and of all that which 
death will take from us : a society Of peo- 
ple Who conspire together to do away with 
the truths of the gospel, by giving currency 
to maxims which are contrary to it. This 
corruption, so predominant in the world, 
and which renders the world so contagious 
to all who wish to serve God, St. John 
reduces to three principal passions. 

The first is the concupiscence of the 
flesh, which is nothing else but the desire 
and love of the pleasures of the senses of 
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whatever nature they may be ; not except- 
ing those which the world calls innocent ; 
since the gospel does not allow us to love * 
any pleasure for its own sake, and without 
a reference to God. For example, we find 
a pleasure In easing, drinking, in sleeping, 
in things every way allowable. We are 
perfectly free to use this or that pleasure, 
to repair the strength of the body, in order 
to he able to labour and execute our -duties ; 
<K r tbr other reasons which God approves 
of; but we are not permitted to enjoy such 
pleasure for its own sake alone; nor to 
seek our satisfaction in it, nor our happi- 
ness. That would be contrary to what we 
ewe to God as our last end and our sove- 
reign good. This principle is applicable 
to all those pleasures which accompany 
our necessary and lawful actions. We 
ought to -use this world, says the apostle, 
as if we used it not, without .attachment 
and without passion. We are te -enjoy 
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these pleasures in a passing manner, and 
to have our aim directed to God, as our 
ultimate end. He alone ought to be the 
object of our love. Pleasure is necessary 
m order to excite us to those actions which 
we are obliged to perform, since, without 
pleasure, we should not prevail upon our* 
selves to perform them : still our soul was 
not made to dwell in them, much less to give 
itself up to pleasures which are GriminaL : 
The second passion, o£ which Sti John 
speaks, is the concupiscence of the ;eyea) 
which is nothings else, aceordingto Sk 
Austin, than to desire to beheld, toknowv 
to make trial of, to become acquainted 
with what is new and curious; with things 
which are neither necessary nor profitable 
in regard to salvation and our duties: also 
to become acquainted with things which 
are necessary and useful merely for the 
sake of being acquainted with them, add' 
not for the purpose of making use of them 

Y * 
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m 'we -OB^kl ,fo da,. aBd of ueferring them 
to£ad. . Thw is whsut ( is c?dled curiosity ; 
» passion whicli extends, generally, to all 
tfeinp’iwhich a man candesire to knpw, 
whetkei through the median) oi the senses 
Or otherwise. , As. the dpaire of knowledge, 
whiek.i* natural to man, is never satisfied 
OQ. knigvasit exercises itself upon things 
Hm nre. incapable ■ of fmfly gratifying ii 
nor f no3ong.«sit does not confine. itself to 
fesgrand (object, which is, God, audhis 
troth; so oariMatyas a passion which has 
no boundst it «xqite8 in man as infinite 
nHQriacixof isipntuosities and disquietudes 
nhich igdtate. inm, ondanfit him for «. 
relish of tinngs.'nhich are heavenly. . 

Other passions, cause the soul to suffer 
herself to tiefihedwitha crowd of external 
sfcjeots, which (corrupt her by occupying a. 
plsce wjbich Jbplnngs aonly to God, and 
whichGod ahoe caniilL But % curiosity 
fbegoepp^t gf herself; and musing iron* 
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creature to creative, slfe' g*ve& -ftterelf if£ 
i a succession to! every* ohjtct that! Atafcl» 
her. InttiiS dissipatiori.fixM' ttradthing} 
and roVing about tike the vagrant Gain, 
she scarcely' ever’ ttiras’ her attention^ to 
herself!. Sod aKmej who is truth itself, is 
capable of giving hfera fixed stahiHtyj and 
in 1 proportion as she is attracted -by the 
nftdtitude Of ofcgects which! strrrotthd het, 
sW loses k taste for fhetrae and- essential 
goed, and 'is ever removing farther and 
farther front it ' 

2. — The third passioh of the children df 
this world, Is 1 the pride of life ! It is - an 

inordinate desite to be noticed, to be in 
honour in the world, to command, to'excel, 
to be elevated aboVe others i it is the 
entertaining a high ophriOn ofone’sselfj 
of one’s own abilities,' talents, and Other 
qualities both natural and acquired, -and 
of one's own Besot, It is a- disdainful 
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coittdiiipt%f ^ } neighbour, iakn^ as * I 

mtoch'delight in lowering* hint, as in elev*- • 
tin£ bneVself. This pfcsskmisin general 
open to all the hnpresSiottS ‘which pride 
can produce in the human heartland is 
eret eager for human glory add human ! 
greatness. Now, to follow this idclination^ 
to give one’s self up to it; to regulate bgr 
if afe a prihciple one’s conduct in fife, t is /to! 
belong to the world, and tobcait enemy j 
of God. - It is to give ear to the words of 1 1 
the serpent of old : yon will become/ like - 
unto gods, (Gen. 3.) It is to give ear to j 
that seducer, who dared to say to the Son 
of God himself, I will give to thee all this 
power and this glory , if thou wilt adore 
me, (Luke; 4.) By that speech, he is 
become the god of the world; and this 
passion is itself an idolatry. 

Of all the wotinds which sin has inflicted 
our hearts, this is die deepest, the most 
rankling, and nidst difficult to f)e cured. 
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It ig the,first source whence $i& proceeds, 
and the dasfc' to: be, dried up. Other 
passions, sayaSt* Austin* are only, to be 
dreaded m actions which are evil,, bat this 
hfso'inuch the wre pernicious as itinsir 
nuate* itself imperceptibly into the best 
actions! aixd naost virtuous exercises. And 
tlnd eviliis so, great, according to the sutne 
Father,, that God frequently permits his 
elect (to fall .into the greatest sins in carder 
that he may cure them of it, and that their 
safety /may . he secure in a more profound 
humility* David, in the old law, and the 
two principal apostles in the new, are ex- 
amples of this : of which examples , we 
ought never to lose sight. 

Man was bom for greatness and for glory; 
but he is not allowed to seek these either 
in himself or in any created thing. There 
be will only meet with Jus s pwn idleness 
and degradation. He was created .to enjoy 
eternal glory, . sad in God a*fone mpst he 
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^eek it,, and there alone will he find it He 
ra$y be gn$at Upon the eatth; he may be 
held inhonour, if his birth and rank procure 
him that, but the gospel forbid him to 
d welt with complacency in them, as if these 
were to be the accomplishment of hts wishes. 
He must raise himself above all* this great- 
ness which is human, and direct his ambi- 
tion to grandeurs that are eternal. At thesc^ 
he cannot arrive but by a perfect humility, 
which places him, in the internal opinion 
of his heart, below his very inferiors. By 
this means his glory will be made solick 
Learn, says an aneient Father, to keep 
yourself subjected to God, if you wish to 
be raised above the world. Man, by his 
nature and by his creation, is above all 
that is elevated, however high, upon earth; 
he must use all other elevations to step 
upon* that he may rise to that Supreme 
Being, the possession of whom will be fot 
him more than all kingdoms. 
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, |9* — This is the world of whi<?h St* John 
gpeaks, (1 John, 2.) when he says^ love not 
Hut world, npr any thing that is in tM 
world. It is what we renounced in bap- 
tism: at that time every one of us engaged 
to live like Jesus Christ; in humility, in' 
the love of poverty, of suffering; of peliance, 
of mortification both of body and soul; in 
purity, obedience and charity. In a word, 
all of us did then promise to God to live 
according to the gospel, in utter opposition 
to. the usages, the customs, the maxima 
and the spirit of this corrupted and cor- 
rupting world: a promise and engagement 
which, according to the Fathers, is a real 
vow, and die greatest of all vows. Ncr 
promise can be more solemn; no obligation* 
can be more binding, more inviolable. ¥e 
have promised before God and his Cbuiek* 
before the sacred altars in presence off 
priests and angels, to renounce satan, hat 
works and Iris pomps (Eph. 6<); that is tor 
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say : to renounce the prince of the world ; 
to renounce sin, whence all the‘ corruption 
of the world proceeds; to renounce the 
empty display of riches, vanities and di- 
versions, in which all the pomps and de- 
lights of the world consist. 

To live then according to the world, to 
follow its maxims and its spirit; to wish' 
to conform one’s self to its customs and its 
direction, is to abandon the promise made 
at our baptism, and the grace we then 
received: and in order to lead a truly 
Christian life, no surer rule can be given 
than to adopt the very reverse of all these 
in our sentiments, our determinations and 
our conduct. To a true servant of God it 
ought to be enough to excite his suspicion, 
and contempt of any object, for him to know 
that the same is beloved and admired by 
the world. And since the world loves no- 
thing but what is its own , (St. John, 15.) 
it cannot be any recommendation to a 
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Christian to be approved of by the world- 
While evil sways the multitude, that which 
is good is known and loved only by few. 
Christians ought by faith to be victorious 
over the world and hold it under their feet, 
(1 John, 5.) since Jesus Christ their leader 
has conquered it. Can then the approba* 
tion of the world, its praises and its con* 
tempts, its threats and its promises, be 
thought deserving of consideration ? 

We must, with St. Paul, be crucified to 
the world, and the world must be crucified 
to us* It deserves not from us any more 
regard than does a criminal suspended on 
the gibbet. St. James speaks of those souls 
as guilty of adultery , who love the world 
and desire to be loved by it, (St. James, 40 
j&nd he regards that man as God’s enemy 
who desires to be the world’s friend. God 
is the true spouse of our souls : he loves us 
with a, jealous love : he will possess our 
souls without a partner ; and we canfiet give 


Digitized by Google 



178 


ourselves up to the love of the world with- 
out abandoning this sovereign good. 

A Christian can no more be the husband 
of two spouses than he can be the servant of 
two masters. The love of the world makes 
us slaves of the world, and the love of God 
makes him master of our heart There is 
not room in the heart for two lovers so 
contrary: one must necessarily destroy 
the other. The whole world, according to 
St. John, (1 John, 5.) is plunged in evil, 
and is under the dominion of the evil spirit ; 
for which reason Jesus calls him the prince 
of the world: and St. Paul calls him, 
u the god of the world.” Whence we must 
infer, that whosoever fashions his life to 


the maxims and customs of the world, is a 
prey to corruption, and under th^tyranny 
of the wicked spirit: and that we cannot 
lead a pure life, nor vindicate ourselves 
from the slavery of the devil, but by sepa- 
rating ourselves from the world, at least 
in heart and in behaviour. 
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The Son of God is not of this world 
(St. John, 8.); in choosing his disciples, he 
separated them from the world: the world 
hated them , became they belonged not to it , 
any more than he their master, ( ibid, 15.) 
The pharisees, ron the contrary, those rigid 
observers of f the law, were of the world: 
and it, was of them that Jesus predicted 
that they would die in their sins, (ibid, 8.) 
The death of man is generally like unto 
hislife; .and the world remains the world 
until the last. For the world our Re- 
deemer does not pray, because he knows 
that it must die, in its obstinate opposi* 
tion to the gospel. Whoever therefore 
desires to be a partaker of Christ, and to 
live and die piously, is absolutely obliged 
to renounce the spirit of the world; its 
manners, its customs, and its passions. 
Every thing belongs to this Divine Saviour: 
he will have all or nothing ; he has given 
all for us; he has sacrificed all; how then 
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ahall it be possible for US to refuse him 
any part of ourselves, and not be guilty of 
injustice and ingratitude? # 

u Pray to God that he will be pleased to 
* extinguish in your hearts the sq>irk and 
u the love of the worlds and to preserve 
u you pure and undefiled l'rom its corrupt 
#< tions,” (St. James, 1.) , , m 

Woe to the world, because of the scaur 
dais and dangers with which it abounds* 
(Matth. 18.) 

Whoever connects himself with things 
that will perish, must expect also to parish 
with them, (St. Aug.) 
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OF HUMAN RESPECTS. 

l.—EVSW* since the oorrttptfoft of Our 
nature, there is imthing which man seeks 
to procure fbrhimseff with so much ardour, 
as to occupy an honourable place in flie 
opinions Of other m on. -fie wishes to have 
their approbation in whatever he does, cost 
what it may. This is the great springs 
which puts in motion all his passions ; and 
there are very few of his actions but what 
partake of this motive. He is of eXtrOnte 
sensibility in these matters, and be cannot 
bear to find himself condemned, especially 
by those whom he looks up to, and by those 
whose judgment is apt to serve as a guide 
to most others,' without feeling a secret 
mortification. Skilful to remark what it fe 
that pleases and displeases those who are 


Digitized by Google 



182 


Witnesses of his conduct, be studies bya 
thousand ways to procure himself their 
esteem and approbation : he manifests hi® 
regard for those around himby numberless 
attentions ; particularly; for those with 
whom he lives in habits of intimacy; and 
he stands much more in aweof their judg-r 
ment than of that of Godhimseifl ( ^ 

This is the rule by which a great many 
people are guided : and what is, to be vder 
plored, it is often the rule of those who 
outwardly profess to live mere regularly 
than others : this is what is called human 
respect. Self-love is its foundation; and 
it does all that for man, which charity does 
for God. It is this secret inclination which 
leads a man to follow the example of the 
•many ; the example of the learned ; of per- 
sons distinguished by their rank or merit; 
of those upon whom he depends, and .of 
those from whom he expects to receive 
something. Hence originates that coati- 
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sued study to please ; to accommodate 
one’s self to those one meets ; to flatter ; tp 
approve of every thing ;to go along with 
the crowd. A dangerous temptation for 
those, who endeavour to secure their salvar 
tioa in the .middle of the world ; who have 
to live in companies where God is not 
known; Wherethare/ is not taste , fw true 
piety; , where the spirit oftheworid predo- 
minates, 1 altho u g h doakedinthe. appear- 
aaoes ofde vo tion j 

■ ; Whence noraesitthat frequently wepmit 
oar most 'essential : duties ? That we n $gr 

feet to perform the good works of. our 
calling? That; we penaitour plans of; piety 
to be overruled and frustrated ? It is be*- 
cause we stand in: awe of that, “ What will 
mn say?” We aTe ashamed of appearing 
singular. And how can we escape appea- 
ling singular, if we will be determined tp 
do our duty, in the roiddle of such a disor- 
derly world? We would willingly be 
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earnest in the business of salvation; but 
we are . not willing for its sake to expose 
ourselves to censure. In order to save 
ourselves, we must* not mask .ourselves; 
vbg must declare openly for solid virtues 
and the truths, of. the gospel. But we shall 
stand, alone in the eause^or wo* shall toe 
approved of by very few : »nd ; this it is 
that we cannot endure. In fine, we keep 
diligently before our eye# thei judgments 
of men, and regard not ttaoseef God: and 
to see how the generality o£ mm act, we 
must infer, that they have ^very thing to 
hope for from thewprid, and nothing from 
God: that the world is their god and their 
judge: and that God himself in no wise 
occupies liiinself with their concerns. 

This it is, which renders of no availao 
-many good desires and resolutions ; this -it 
is, which extinguishes the inspirations of 
-grace; which destroys the fruit of all good 
works ; which causes men to forget what 
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they owe' to God ; to Jesus Christ; to the 
church; to truth; to justice. There' is 
nothing more absolutely condemned in the 
sacred writings than this unworthy pro- 
ceeding. God; says the prdphet (Ps. 58.), 
breaks the bones of those who seek to 
please men; he contemns them; he over- 
whelms them with confusion; St. Paul 
says (Gal. Oh), that he would not believe 
himself to be a servant of God, if he sought 
still to please Men. The Son of God 
threatens that he will be ashamed at the 
last day of those, who shall have been 
ashamed of him, and of his word, before 
men, (St. Luke, 9.) And as they have not 
dared to acknowledge him publicly for 
their master, so neither will he acknowledge 
them for his disciples. In fine, the cow- 
ardly are thrown together , with fornicators 
■and murderers into the pool of fire and 
brimstone, (Apoc. 21.) 

2 a 
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2.—Nobodyis ashamed of hi&profession, 
however low. or demised it may be. There 
is mo employment or calling whatever, but 
men shall be found willing to follow it* 
without regard to men’s opinion, so Jong 
as there is something to be gained by it. 
Shall foe Christian only blush - at his pro- 
fession, honourable as at is, and so producr 
tive of blessing? Shall it be the’C^ristiw 
alone, \*ho shall be loath to appear what 
he is; and to speak, to live, to act as a 
ehild; Of God?, Men, are deterred from 
(declaring themselves for him, out of fcar 
*of being no longer esteemed by the wodd; 
OUt of fear of (displeasing the world, and 
•of becoming the object Of its censures* It 
must then he admitted as unquestionable, 
Jhat God, and the world, being put in 'Com- 
parison, the .preference is given to the 
latter; it is, unquestionable, that God i£ 
held not worthy to be preferred to the 
world; that he is treated as not being 
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Assessed of the power to< support his. 
friends aghinst the hatred andr attacks. of* 
the world. Can there be any thing more, 
criminal? Any thing against Godi more/ 
injurkms ? There are who say, “ Wb 
regard tffe world' as an object deserving, 
coritetnpt, as being already condemnedr.” 
for thriw speak of those who bike some i 
crfedtt to themselves for piety : and yet 
they' seek its approbation, and its advan- 
tages, at the expence of whatever is due 
to their God and their Creator! What 
indignity I 

Bhtrif we perish, wilt the world save us? ' 
If we be condemned by God, will the, 
world reprieve us? and' if he be- disposed ; 

to save* us, will the world* be aide to 
obstruct Ms designs? Is* there any greater, 
folly possible, thaii thus to prefer the, 
judgements of weak men, hnpotent, blind, 
debuted men, to the* judgement of him 
who is wisdom and omnipotence itself? 
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To stand so much in fear of men, who can 
haVe no power to hurt any but those who 
are willing to become their slaves; men, 
who cause greater mischief to each qther, 
than to those with whom they axe at 
variance : and at the same time to fear so 
little him, who penetrates into ail the 
intricate foldings of their consciences ; 
him, from whom nothing can remain hid- 
den; him, who has it in his power to 
destroy body and soul, and plunge both 
the one and the other into hell* 

Surely those, who thus are slaves to 
human opinion, must imagine that virtue 
is in some manner Or other disgraceful, 
and dishonourable to those who make pro- 
fession of it ; and on the Other hand; that/ 
vice is worthy of honour and esteem. It is > 
the direct way to render the latter every 
where triumphant, and to compel virtue to 
hide itself and disappear. Presently we* 
shall See virtue bear the name of vice, and/ 
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vice the name of virtue : , virtue experience 
punishment,' and vice meet with reward. 
So strange ■ a perversion of things • must, 
bring perdition to the soul : and yet to this 
perversion does this all-prevailing regard; 
for the world necessarily lead; this mean 
timidity which so- much stands in awe, of, 
“ Wkat mill people say” 

3 _yVhat 1 shall it then come to this,; 
that the service of God shall make us : 
blush, and only that of the devil stimulate 
our ambition? We. shudder at the expres- 
sion; s till are we -not ashamed to live and 
act as if such were our sentiments: to hear 
about us a scrupulous cirflumspection lest, 
we incur an unfavourable sentence, from 
this corrupted world. The truly Christian, 
soul, on the other hand, places its prudence, 
in availing itselfof the propitions pppwtii- 
nities which ! God places, ito, ifs way ;to’. 
executing to all things, his order? bftd hisc 
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pleasure. Not' so these timid souls: they 
Wait for some OpportuneocCasion, which 
favourable eveirtsmayfumish ; they wait 
for the world's permission, before they ven- 
ture upon what their duty and their con- 
sciences demand of them. In their judge-- 
ment, it would- be want of prudence to 
undertake any good : woric, before there 
seems to be hopes that the world will ap- 
prove of it. And if at aH they cannot 
have the world's approval, they- disregard' 
foe urgency of duty. Base cowardice ! 
which overturns by criminal deference foe 
cause of Christianity ; nor can man ofler 
to- virtue and to God, virtue’s great author 
and rewarder, a mere outrageous insult: 
No! No! It is not by any means 
enough- that a man be a Christian-. in< secret: 
dpen- profession- mast be- made of it; or he 
perishes unavoidably: ©f this we have a* 

signal proof in -the eelbbrafed Vietorinusj 
m e Ufo att c dby St Atastfo m the Chitfossiofis, 
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(book'8. 2.) This orator had grown old in 
paganism ; . but.atlength entering into him* 
self, he, spoke to his friend Simplician ip 
secret: telling him that he then was a 
Christian: bat that (with regard to his 
making open , profession of it, he was with- 
held 'firom that l>y human respect, and 'did 
net dare, to do it. . To which, SiinpLician 
answered, ; in language of true .friendship, 
that as long as he remained unwilling to 
ewke public; profession, of his belief openly 
in the church, he would not regard bimas 
a Christian. . This moved him not., ■ But 
yet, .at length, the grace of God .prevailed ; 
his eyes were opened; his illusion vanished; 
the church rejoiced -to see him profess ids 
faith by public declaration. 

Can it possibly be a disparagement, to 
he a follower of Christ? .To live according 
■to his doctrine; to imitate his example; 
■to do what so many great saints ;have 
done; and that .in so glorious a manner 
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in all ages, and in all situations? Unac- 
countable proceeding ! Man feels no shame 
hi being known to be a sinner; while to 
live without reproach causes him to blush. 
Can we be ignorant of what the apostle 
says, (Rom. 2.7.) that "Glory, honour 
and peace shall be the portion of every 
nian, who acts well f 9 and that his actions 
must be seen not only by God, biit also by 
men. Jesus Christ requires that our light 
be made to shine before men : that seeing 
our good w&rks, they may glorify ycUr 
father, who is in heaven, (St Matthew, 5.) 
To be deterred from doing our duty through 
fear of being despised, is to be deprived of 
the light which ought to illuminate us, and 
to deprive God of the glory which ought to 
redound to him. 

Is it from man that we look for appro- 
bation? (Gal. 1.) Is man’s pleasure the 
end which we propose to ourselves ? So to 
act would not longer be acting well; it 
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would be a criminal vanity ; it would be 
to lose the fruit of all our labours, and to 
lose ourselves. If, according to St Paul, 
we cannot be servants of Jesus Christ so 
long as we are desirous of pleasing men, 
can any one persuade himself that he is 
one of his servants when the. fear of men 
exercises so much influence over him? 
And if he is not one of his servants, from 
whom does he look to receive salvation 
and reward for his good works ? He w ho 
is not a servant of Jesus Christ, can be no 
other’s servant but the devil's: and this is 
w hat man ought to be ashamed of. What 
a reproach, what groveling meanness, to 
live under the servitude of the devil, merely 
through dread of this world’s displeasure ! 
Ah! it is the pleasing the world which we 
ought to dread : for, please the world we 
cannot without displeasing Jesus Christy 
(St. Paulinus.) 

2 b 
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. Ag&va&e for your devise: “ The Ldrdis 
if my judge, from him do I look for cbm* 
Emendation ; from him mg retribution” 
(1. Cor. 4.) 

lam not ashamed of the gospel, (Rom. 1.) 

■ I account it as very little to be- judged 
by you, or by any man. • v| 



OF SELF-DIFFIDENCE. 

1.— MAK, since the fall of Adam, beset 
with weakness on every side, corrupted id 
his flesh, deprived of light in Ins interim*, 
inclined to evil by the bent of hid will, 
possesses not any thing, according to the 
Councils of tfcie Chureh (2. Con. Orange), 
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tukteh Vte can call his awn, exctptlymg 
and sm: and for this reason beis-undcr 
thenecessky of mistrusting bis cnm light 1 
and his own strength. For his light ip 
frequently nothing bat darkness ; and his 
strengths nothing more than presumption 
and pride. For which reason the scripture 
says, (Prov. 14.) “ That the wise man is 
fearful and declines from evil; but the 
fool rushes on when be is in danger, and 
believes himself in security.” The reason 
is, because the wise man, knowing himself, 
knows from whence his help, must come, 
and he is therefore circumspect; whereas 
the fool is self-sufficient in his blindness, . 
and fearless in his temerity. 

*■ Man, according to the apostle, is never 
gtore strong, than when he is fully aware 
of his weakness : because it is then that 
ha has recourse to God, who is the whole 
ff his strength: and it is, in, this pongeioius.- 
ness of his own weakness that the power 
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of God manifestsitself the more, and that 
his* virtue is rendered perfect. Of this 
the apostle himself is a great example 
(2. Cor. 12.) : full of an humble diffidence 
in himself, when importuned by temptation, 
he addresses himself to God in frequent 
prayer; and he receives this consoling 
answer. My grace is sufficient far thee: 
it will support thee against all thy weak* 
nesses. An important lesson <for us, to 
teach us not to confide in ourselves at ally 
but to place our entire dependance on 
Jesus Christ. He is our whole force ; our 
wisdom ; ; our justice ; our sanctification f 
and our redemption (1. Cor. 1.); and 
from this plenitude is derived all that we 
possess; (John, 1.) in order that he who 
glories, as it is written, (Jet. 9.) may not 
glory hut in the Lord. All have sinned? 
says St Paul, (Romans, 3.) and man has 
nothing wherein to glorify himself in the? 
sight of God. 
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i There is no just man upon earth, hut he 
who is justified by the grace of J esus Christ; 
There is no man gifted with understandings 
no man desirous af seeking God, but he 
whom God has first sought out. Every 
man .who is led by his inclinations alone* 
wanders from the right road. He becomes 
incapable of any thing gbod; for therfc is 
no. one who acts well by his own power. 
All their labours, says Isaiah, (Isa. 59.) 
are unprofitable labours; the work of their 
hands is the work of iniquity, and their 
thoughts are thoughts of injustice. The 
spirit of man, and all the thoughts of his 
heart, are prone to evil from his youth 
(Gen. 6. and 8.): and if things are so ac- 
cording to the divine oracles, what can be 
more rash, what more criminal,, than to 
reckon upon our own strength as we do; 
and on our wisdom, as if all things were to 
be found within ourselves, and the assist-* 
ance of. God not nedessary? 1 , 
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r *2.-— The efedars have fallen ; what then 
have not reeds to fear? Who will venture 
to! think himself stronger than Sampson ; 
more holy than David; wiser than Solo* 
soon 1 The chief of the apostles suspected 
not his weakness, and a fatal experience 
convinced him- of it. He espctfed himself 
without fear to danger, and he renounced 
bis master. If we imitate him uth*a 
presumption, like him we shall -also fall. 
Dreadful example of human infirmity ! 
And unless we use all care and precaution; 
we have reason to tremble and be alarmed; 
lest the same thing befall us also. Letus 
ever haws before our eyes our own miseries; 
let' us ever keep ourselves in humble de-> 
pendaneo on Jesus Christ; let us add re ss 
him in prayer frequently ; from, him alone 
loi ns took for the grace necessary to escapo 
danger, i» surmount temptation; tolive, 
to sailer, and to die like him. Left to our* 
selves; mid; unassisted by him, we, have 
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nothing to look forward to but TfelapSes 
and infidelities. . ^ , • ..... ; f 

Bat, what is • particularly declarable; 
man's presumption is still greater than ins 
weakness; And,; with silch a disposition, 
of what is lie capable ? St.- Peter thinks 
himself capable of every thing, notwith- 
Standing all his master said to him; and 
he ‘experiences, by a lamentable fall, the 
truth of what had been told him : that he, 
could 'net yet follow him to as to die for 
Mm, (John 13; 36;) On the other hand, 
St Paul says, that he can do all things ‘in 
him who strengthens him ; and he is faith« 
fal to Jesus Christ in; the greatest emergen* 
eies; because he so speaks in the fall eon* 
viction of his own weakness, and of the 
power of God who acts in him, and who 
enables him to surmount all obstacles and 
all temptations. Even when our charity 
shall be equal to St. Paul’s, it will be a 
treasure which we shall carry in, earthly 
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vessels: let us not trust to the fragility 
of the vessel; and let us pray to the 
.worker who .made it, not to pennit it to 
fall from his hand, lest it be broken, and 
we be despoiled of the treasure which it 
contained. 

3. — Jesus Christ himself, when prostrate 
in the garden of Olives, before the face of 
his Father, previous to his being delivered 
up to death, teaches us by his example 
how we are to behave in danger and temp- 
tation. He is the all-powerful virtue of 
God, and yet he fears : he trembles at the 
approach of death : it is only by earnest 
prayer that he encourages himself. After 
this, shall man, who is weakness itself, 
confide in any strength that he calls his 
own? St. Peter believed himself strong 
enough to undergo death, and he is not; 
able to bear the voice of a maid servant* 
On t^e .contrary, the Saviour of the world 
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acts as if he were the weakest bf then, ahd 
at death he exhibits an invincible strength. 
The reason is, because St. Peter asks not 
by humble prayer the strehgth he stands in 
need of; and the Saviour of the world, 
who has all things in himself, petitions, as 
if he stood in need of all things : and this, 
that he may teach us, after faking upon 
himself our weaknesses, that real strength 
consists not in the opinion of Our having it 
in us, as from ourselves, but in the gra- 
tuitous assistance of the Almighty. 

A Christian then, when he perceives 
himself attacked, and in danger of taking 
some wrong step, has nothing to do but to 
place all his confidence in humility; in a 
distrust of himself, and in a perfect confix 
dence in God; in prayer; inflight; in 
those wise precautions, which the saints in 
all ages have been known to make use of. 
For our instruction, the Son of God chose 
sometimes to retire, in order to avoid the 
2 c 


Digitized by Google 



202 


effects of the hatred and animosities of 
irien, : in like manner, as he orders us also 
to do, when no essential nor more import- 
ant duty puts impediment. Thus the 
saints, in the first ages of the church, fled 
from persecution, when no particular com- 
mand from God forbad them to quit their 
abodes, and when .the claims of charity 
required not otherwise. Hence the Church 
condemned those, who rashly advanced 
before ..the enemies of religion,* and who 
presented themselves before tyrants un- 
compelled and she has forbidden them to 
be honoured after death among the martyrs. 
For the same reason, an infinite number of 
the faithful of all ages, of both sexes, of 
every condition, have fled from the world, 
and retired to deserts to seek a hiding 
place. 

"Be then fully persuaded, that with- 
" out Jesus Christ you can do nothing, 
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(John, 15.) That it is God who works 
“ in you both the will and the act, accord- 
“ mg as he pleases, (Phil. 2.) Pray to hingi 
“ without ceasing, that he abandon you 
“ not to yourself; and that he permit you 
" not to yield to temptation. Above all 
“ things,, avoid the occasions, and remem- 
“ bear that frequently the most dangerous 
“ ar e those where you see not danger (St. 
¥ Jerome); and that the more you trust to 
“ a fancied security, the more reason you 
“ have to dread the snares which lie con-r 
“ cealed,” (St. Leo.) 

Confide not in your own prudence, nor 
in your own understanding. Fear God , 
and depart from evil,. (Prov. 3.) 

Let him who thinketh himself to stand, 
take heed lest he fall, (1 Cor. 10;) ; 

Call upon God continually, and say. 
Lord save us, we perish. 
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I(i 4)N TH£ VSE. ( OF TJIE SACKAM^NTS. : 

u i [. ir i *. ■ ’ * ? 

* -1.— THE Jewish people had their- sacra- 
m onto, and /the Christian^* bare theirs. 
But those of the Jews > were no tnore than 
signs Mid figures of the Redeemer, whom 
God had promised to man. . Whereas ours 
are signs of that Redeemer' havingcome ; 
and are means which he makes use of to 
apply to us the fruits of his deaths and tb 
inftise ids grace into our hearts. The sa>- 
craments of the old law exist no longer, 
because the mysteriesy of which they were 
only the predictions, have been accom- 
plished ; and Jesus Christ, whose coming 
they prefigured, has come, and has brought 
us the reality, of which they were no more 
than the shadow. They produced of them- 
selves nothing more than an exterior, a 
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legal purity : but Jesus has revealed to us 
the justice which comes by faith, and which 
sanctifies us interiorly by love. At present, 
the children of God are Called to a state of 
liberty: they are no longer subjected to 
the sacraments, tbe oeremonies,, the pre- 
cepts of the old. law; which were suited 
only to a people stiff-necked and carnal as 
werethe Jews. 1; Christians are freed from 
this severe slavery** The number of the 
sacraments given to ns by; Jesus Christ is 
hut small, (St. Austin contra Fanst 6. 130 
He has not> instituted more than seven in 
his church; Baptism, Confirmation, Eu- 
charist, Penance, Extreme Unction, Orders 
and Matrimony. But although they are 
not considerable in their number, yet in 
their virtue and efficacy, in the admirable 
fruit* they produce, and their facility in 
application, they far surpass those of the 
ancient law* It is by means of these sn- 
cmmenks, as speaks the Councfl jof Trent, 
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that all true justice first begins tofoini 
itself in the heart of mam: by them it ac- 
quires increase and perfection; by them it 
is recovered after being lost. It is from the 
death and sufferings of Jesus Christ* that 
they draw all their force and efficacy, f 
The sacrauients would not) producesueh 
grand effects, did not the order and die will 
of God attach to them the operations of 
his grace. It is he himself who acts and 
who sanctifies the soul by the application 
ahd Use which we make/of these sacred 
signs* They produce their effects with in- 
fallible certainty in those souls; which, by 
being in proper dispositions, oppose no 
obstacle. This by no means depends on 
the sanctity of him who administers them: 
still, the more holy the minister is, the 
more fit he will be to obtain the graces and 
aids necessary to those who address them- 
Selves to him* It in no wise depends upon 
the science of the minister; still, in order 
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that 'he may administer wit had vantage, 
science and discernment are necessaryfcr 
him. A well informed minister, willeiH 
lighten souls, and make: them understand 
the greatness and virtue of the sacraments. 
A good man can do much, by his prayers 
and good example. Holy things acquire 
in his hands a more strong impression, and 
produce an increased effect. In a word, 
when a minister of the church is neither 
learned nor virtuous* there is reason to fear 
that the sacraments, being unduly applied, 
and given to those who are not worthy, are 
changed into instruments of death. 

o_0 U r evil dispositions prevent the 
effects of the sacraments; raider them 
unavailing, and the reception of them a 
profanation. Theit work, when efficacious* 
is our sanctification ; but they suppose in 
us certain dispositions, without whieh their 
effect is null. Of wlwt advazitage to u$ 9 
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lays St. Austin, XQuest. 84 super L&vi- 
ticutn) are the sacraments conferred visibly, 
if grace invisible sanctify us not interiorly? 
They produce no sanctification to Mm who 
despises them: and it is no other than 
despising them, to receive them with a 
heart attached to sin, and full of the love 
of the world; so opposite to the love and 
grace of God. * 

‘ The sacraments, says the same holy 
Father, in another place, (Lib. contr. Ores- 
centium, cap. 1.) may be received both by 
the good and the bad: but to the latter 
they are the more unavailing , and the more 
they bring increase of guilt , in proportion 
as they are in their natute more holy . For 
what isin itself good, cannot produce agood 
effect when received ill / (In Ps. 142; v. &) 
The good and the bad T both the one and 
the other, receive them ; but the one to their 
sanctification, the other to their condemn 
nation , (Bp. ad Cath. contr. Donatistos.) 1 
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Oie confession and one wmmuniou\weH 
wade, would he sufficient ter sanctify »us:: 
and yet how many confessions 
few conversions! how many^oommnni^ns. 
and how few Christians whose lives .are. 
conformable to the * holy gospels, f In the, 
sacrament of penance, we ought to ; receive 
the impression of the death of Christ in 
our souls, that so sin may die in us ; and 
yet,' we fsee the sacraments received, and 
sin live <as before* Is it* not evident that 
rih, which wats the cause of Jesus dying 
on the cross, is still the cause of himdying 
every day in these who thus - abusethis sav 
crament? For one of two things must take 
place; either that Jesus must cause death to 
wn r or sin cause death te JeSus: wliick sin 
indeed does* by destroying in ua the fruits 
of that death, which he suffered for us. . i 
It is the declaration of the apostle, 
(I Con 110 that he who eats the bodif. of 
Jesus, and drinks dtis blood, shews forth his 

2 D 


Digitized by Google 



mo 

jlWk Ar 4snm*f wpsfift., • i 

iWtf &&» «wfofl pe^prav j 

#fo* h ? (v^ i iflf!f!i?ed ( tWs^«t»^wi^t, j 

^pje^njp s^jjl futt pf Jtiiipsdf; pf.the.FPT)^, j 

'##*%««*>*% m \ 

hM*Kr v *WW ( 

wvtoh b«:tyw ( 

pi: 1# body no 4 ^MW>W \ 

to kw cp™Jeouja*ipn ; 1 .fip: tlw.foW} 0 #^ , 
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eaters as a judge into those yrbp JSteeiy* , 
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to sanctify, into the other to cpnAeffM^ ( 

What , can he note terrible, for tbqpe , yhe 
approach to the sacraments with, seiitelp 
precaution, so little preparation, so UtUe , 
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tod tnbre 'than simple : figures' *” Arid ^ttthr 
sacraments’ are infinitely triofe holy. 

'koiti twittA : tyr&dfeil pAnmmik't ftd&f WlA 
m Sti'Ptfu J; mett. Ktf tio yw itoi ttek* 
Wbtif pi&wti wilt cmtknmedj vW shall 

WVtrtifefhjlltid 'finder 'toot the Son. of t?dth 
Wfinfchhtl Wive' regarded as tflfi and of Ao 
h'thfiifxfid 6f ! tlieCocehaiitfey whotfl 
hfc ttjtfT’ti&n san^iflea r ^-ho Sted! hare 
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'ieetfilrg oftvhich tbfiSe persons' are guilty, 
WhWrecfeive the sac Huwn ts, and y fit chsthgA 

ifot $bAtr lives and conduct. ••'•' ’’ ,M 

'"'let ns then learn to consider what & the 
Virffieof the sacraments ; what' the estfeeiii 
hi- WMcb we arete hold them; whatthe 
fekb, the humility, the purity; 'the caution 
with which we are to approach to them, if 
We' r de&re ? to find in theai our salvation, 
tthd not coademnatroh^ life £a4e&A 
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fidelity necessary to cherish; treasure' up 
and augment their grace and efficacy. The 
only * purpose of~ their institution is to 
sanctify us; let us then be holy in our 
dispositions, before we receive them ; and 
afteV having received :thCni; let us ! be* still 
inore holy by the sentiments arid affections 
of our hearts* in otir manners/ and tlie 
whole Condrict of our lives. It' is Strang# 

that after a length 6f ten arid twenty yew 
we are riot advanced farther on the road to 
heaven :; that we are neither more disinte- 
rested, nor more humble^ nor more patient, 
nor more charitable, than at first: that 
after so many confessions and communions 
wfe are not at all the less attached to our 
own opinion and our own will; nor less 
interested, noriess sensual* nor less devoted 
to the world. Either we cannot have 
received the grace of the sacraments* or 
we have culpably despioiled ourselves of it# 
This is bedause we do r nOt; pre|>are out- 
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selves as we ought to do* before we receive 
them;, or,, because, after receiving them, 
we do not live in due vigilance, and recol- 
lection. >, , . /f , » , 

: . Return : thanks, to God for having given 
to you the sacraments for sources of grace 
and salvation. Lament the negligence 
with which you, have approached them; 
the little care you have taken to draw from 
these sources, and to preserve the graces 
derived from them*. Examine yourselves 
seriously as to the abuse you have made 
of them : make yourselves sensible, whence 
the cause arose, and foil not to remedy it* 
Adopt every precaution for the future, that 
you approach not to them but with dispo- 
sitions such as belong to things so sacred. 
Perform this important actipn in such 
manner, as if you were to die immediately 
after performing it 

- “ Remember these excellent words: Holy 
“ things are but for holy people," (Liturgy); 
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“ give net the hfjy (kings to days, and east 
“ not yottr pearls to mine ” (Matth. 7.) 

Blessed are they who wash their robes in 
the blodd of the lamb ; that they may have 
a right to the tree of life, and may receive 
U, :whicfr are tHe) daCrAmerits, 
<i f-.i o ri »((}•« yd 
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jv 1 - >'jt 'j ujif |. ?;•: , - j‘ >i to #Ai <v‘. oHi'S i> 

„?!LwkAj SAGIMFiCEiri «n wet of religion 
by which a victim is immolatedte "Gbil, 
athhhBftifcbejioitoby'd^floying'it Wtfceffy, 
on rfcyv changing it. from one^thfog’ 4 iitto 
Mtothfcs ; \ >anel ia whksiv atthOsattietime, 
annihilating one/ s i seif m hts presence » by* 
emotions of Jove, we adore* hhn ft* the 
authorand principle of otni entotehee; Mill 
*£ .everything which we po*s«W:'I wd 
acknowledge the sovereign empilte'WhkHI 
he holds over his emit ares; and we pro- 
test that we are ready to offer to him the 
sacrifice of our lives and of our goods, 
whenever be shall be pleased to demand 
them of us. Such an aet has ever been 
regarded as the greatest and most excellent 
homage that can possibly be rendered unto 
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God?' but at the same time a homage 
^hich,by ail nations, has ever been con- 
sidled to belong only to the godhead. 

,l Thi Victims which were offered tfalGod 
in the old law were no more than animals 
Or fruits of the •earth; in thd hew law \ve 
possess & victim infinitely' more excellent,' 
and one of which thbse others w ere no more 
than mere figures: this is Jesifs Christ 
himself, God and mah atone hnd the same 
timer who dimnolatOd himself for to his 

Father upon the cross, by a bloody death, 
and who has left us in the church this 
same sacrifice of hi» body and his blood to 
be offered for us to the end of the world. 
This is what is done everyday in the massi 
in which the sacrifice of the cross is con- 
tinued, renewed and represented without 
effusion of blood. There his body is pre- 
sent* under the appearance i of bread, and 
his blood under the symbols of wine: his 
death is pointed out by the separation of 
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these sacred, symbols : he. is , there offered 
wholly entirely, and he offers* hwaself 
by the.handsoftbe priest and of the. faiths 
bilwho ane. present, who- also, offer them- 
selves alopg with him. at the same .time. .• 

. Thus, in the blessed mass,, the sacrifice 
of . ourseiyes ought to make , a. , part; of .hie 
sacrifice; because .he .there, offers, himself 
sacrifices himself, together,. with all his 
member^, and with his whole church; .and 
because the church offers itself, also, at the 
same time with him. Heis.tfaehigh priest 
who offers the sacrifice, and he is also the 
victim offered; .and tfie> church and.. the 
faithful may be said to-be ministering as* 
sistants, offering Jesus Christ, and them- 
selves also in.him, through him,. and. with 
him, (by the hands of the priests his mini*, 
ters. These are high things : but they also 
require on our parts exalted, dispositions, 
if we mean to draw profit, from them and 
not profane them. In order to offer Jesus 
2 E 
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Christ in a proper mariner,' amdtoofferouri- 
selves with him Worthily, weought'tobe 
incorporated with him: to bealivingniew-- 
ber df his* body; to have our mind fashioned 
according to his ? to live the same life as 
he 'lived. In Order to* sacrifice < ourselves 
truly with him, we ought to J be dehd<tovthie 
World and to ourselves. *> The victim can- 
not be sacrificed but by deaths but by being 
destroyed. Wfe must be ever ready to give 
up* for Jesus our possession^ ‘ours health, - 
our very life, whenever itshallbe necessary 
for the defence of his gospel, the defence of 
inhOcence, truth or justice. In a word, we 
must place in his hands our body* our soul ; 
all we have,' and all we are, that he way 
Offer us wholly to his father in this grand 
sacrifice : and we must lead sueh a lifeas 
shall not at all derogate from an act sO holy. 

' - ; • ■ % 1 •* ; m. 

* ■ 2.— Here Jesus Christ annihilates him- 
self, thait he may become a victim to his 
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Father, and our attendance at this , gteat 
sacrifice must be in the, oame. spirit and, in 
the. same, disposition. , Ho offers himself 
that> ho .mj adore him, ; that lie m^y, testi- 
fy tohiw Juslove;, that he may router him 
thanks for, his gifts;, that he may ask him 
pardon tfer aur> si os*, and may. ask for, the 
gvacoftwe stwd.in need .of. . This also we 
.must dorndthrtrue faith with a pure heart, 
a ooatrite and penitent. souk a respectful 
fear jftiUof humility and modesty ; with all 
internal attention, and with all the religious 
piety met are capable of. . 

' Thus must we assist at the holy sacri- 
fice of the mass, in order to enter as we 
• ought, into the intentions of the church* 
Hhe certainiy does not mean that her chil- 
dren should perform so holy an act as 
the Jews, used to, assist at their sacrifices, 
and be present only bodily. Bodily the 
stones of the building are present. As we 
are obliged to adore God, and to sacrifice 


Digitized by Google 



220 


to him in spirit and in truth, .’ the dwsreb 
eiyoins that we also assist at this- great 
sacrifice in spirit and truth. ■ Can any one. 
suppose, with any semblance of <reaaen, J 
that this spopse of the Soni pf God would 
command the observance of ‘4ji&ktU)r witick 
kills, (2 Cor. 3w) and not (Ac .spirit u-fmh 
giveth life? ^Doubtless not. , Her intentiottv 
is not that We honour God with; our. Jp>si 
only, while our heart is far from him. That 
would be to revive judajsm ipi the .middte 
of the church of Christy and famish author 
rity, for hypocrisy. .Wheneverthe olumch 
imposes on us any exermses of our religion, 
she recommends to uts to do them as trn« 
children of God , (Boon. 8.) Now the chil- 
dren of God am guided- and urged on in. 
all their actions by the spirit of God; and 
whoever is destitute of that spnrk,«nd nut*, 
moved by it, ranks nothin the number. ..Ini’ 
a word, the chard*, ipi all th® comsmtsdr 
ments which, ehe.PtVestwhar chddren>supt- 
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poses always the observance of the first 
and ' greatest of all the commandments of 
God ; which is that of charity, (1. Tim. l.j 
Wherefore charity must be the soul of out 
actions, the end of ail prfccept, and, ac- 
cording to St. Paul; the' fulfilment' of thd 
udude late; (iRohi. IS.) 'In all, whatsoever 
ttar dap ttie must be* actuated * by charity, 
(1. €5or. 16:) - 

t i , i i ; • • : ' • • ' ' ’ ' ' ' 

s to the ihanner of hearing mass, 
thebest and tnost profitable, without doubt, 
is' to join outsdVeS to' the priest in heart 
and mind; and to follow him with attention 
in what he says and what he does ; to recite 
the Same prayers with devotion; to ask 
pavdon of God at the time the priest asks 
pardon of him for its; and when he offers 
JTegrts Christ to his Father, tomake also 
the 1 same offering. The mass is a repre- 
sentation of the sacrifice of the cross; the 
seMbamO virtue is there present Upon the 
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altar; the same sacrifice, offered on thfc 
cross in a bloody manher, and in the mass 
in a manner unbloody. The best method 
then to assist at it, is to have bur thoughts 
occupied with this death and passion of 
Jesus Christ : arid he that Wishes to receive 
the fruits of this death and passion; must 
shew them forth arid exhibit theih hhiisetf 
in the sentiments of penance arid'ambrt#- 
fied life. . < ’ iir 

. It is a banquet at which wb mdst nourish 1 
ourselves with the victim that ii saCHficed: 
wherefore we must in no wise neglect to 
communicate ; since it is by communi- 
cating, that is, by the union which ought to i 
take place between us and Jesus Christ, I 
that we receive the fruits of it: whetherit f 
be that we communicate not otherwise i 
than by a lively and ardent faith, by whkft, f 
the person offered is rendered present to 1 

us, as if we saw him; unites us to himself i 

by the affections of out heart, and causes i 
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us to enter into his sentiments and his dis- 
positions; a communion which, though 
only spiritual, is not less real, and does 
not fail to . produce in the soul great effects : 
for God is e spirit,: and he wishes to be 
served and adored in spirit Or, whether 
we communicate by the reception of the 
jfmm^meqts, r being in a state to do it, and 
feeling the dispositions, which the gospel 
requires; which are, to shew forth the 
deajth of Christ by dying to ourselves, to 
sin, to our passions and to the world: to 
live by the spirit of Jesus Christ, and for 
Jesus Christ; to dwell in him and be his 
dwelling place, by a constant ascendancy 
pf love, and by an active charity towards 
: our neighbour: to try ourselves, according 
,to St Paul, by a life of penance, and by a 
.fidelity which shall be proof against the 
. ordinary temptations of the world, the flesh, 
. and the devil : to have a sincere t desire to 
be nourished by Jesua Christ, and by his 
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truth, and daily to advance more and 
more- * We must receive this great sacra- 
ment therefore as the sign of the grace 
which it produces ; nay, as containing the 
author of all graces:. .as the efficacious 
method of producing them in us: a sacra- 
ment which he has instituted in his.church 
to nourish our souls ; to unite himself to 
us in an intimate manner; to attach us to 
him; to secure to himself a dwelling-place 
in our hearts, by infusing into us his spirit; 
and to make us so dwell in him by love, 
that nothing whatever may separate us 
from him. 

“ Go to Mass as often as you can , and 
“ as often as your various duties will per - 
* mit: by no other means can you so well 
“ approach to your God: but remember to 
“ do this with a mind exalted , and not led 

to it by custom ; do it with recollection, 
u with faith, with piety; standing as it 
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** were on Mount Calvary , and beholding 
" Jesus dying before your eyes. Prepare 
" yourself for the great action beforehand; 
“ prayer , , by sentiments qf penance and 
“ compunction ; by a yreat desire to disen- 
“gage yourself from the things of the 

world, ‘ and to unite yourself to Jesus 
" Christ 

In every place there is offered to my 
name a pure and holy victim, (JVf ajach, L). 

Do this in commemoration of me, (St, 
Luke, 22.) 

We ought all to be together, one bread 
und one body, since we all partake of one 
and the same food, (1 Cor. 10.) 

You cannot drink, the chalice <j f the Lord, 
■and the chalice of devils at the same time : 
yon cannot partake of the table of .the Jhord 
and of the table of devils : you cannot, be - 
iong at once to the . world and to . Jams 
Christ, (ibid.) 

2 p 
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v; . ’’ . • ' _ . . . 

OP THE USE WE OUGHT TO MAKE QP 

, GRACE. 

1. — GRACE is. an impression which the 
spirit of Cod makes upon our souls, by flie 
light which he produces in them; an^ on 
our hearts, by the loye which he inspires. 
According to St, Austin, it is the inspira- 
tion of a holy love, which causes us^ to 
regard as agreeable and perform with plea- 
sure what God commands, and to shun 
with horror all that he forbids. It draws 
off the soul from the love of herself, and 

' i 

tafces her from creatures, and it gives hei^ 
an inclination and affection for God ; who 
is her sovereign good. By this divine 
grace, the God of heaven becomes the GoA 
of our hearts, and our inheritance : hy it 
we become disgusted with the amusements 
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of the age, and acquire a taste for the 
things of heaven. Grace illumines die 
soul ; warms* the mill/ rand imparts to it a 
holy earnestness for the duties of piety, 
and establishes the soul in a state of< justi- 
fication. It extricates the soul of man 
from the fetters of sin, being as necessary 
to a good life as respiration is to sustain 
the life of the body: it heals the diseases; 
and the wounds which sin had inflicted oil 
our nature: it imparts Strength against 
natural weaknesses : it elevates our nature 
above itself, and enables a man to act for 
God, and to work his salvation by the: 
practice of good works, and Christian! 
virtues. 

Every grace which calls man back to hisr 
God is a pure gift of his mercy: it has 
been merited for us by Jesus Christ: we 
are peither to ask for it, nor can we receive 
it but in his name. We canndt merit it } 
and God does riot give it but through him. 
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It is to be obtained >bp prayer* and this- 
jM^nar'eMtists^iMse in- the: desirfes> uncB 
groanhignefrhe heart thanin wonte/wHickF 
are nothing more than signs, We must* 
asfcifor lit without casing,- because it is 
necsesdry > atr all i times- and/ m every : «meiw 
geney i and 'this - must be done <w*thl faith, 
witb< humility, < with- earnestness^i evan< to 
importunity. It bewailed dew -with 

firm hope; bo .preserved! wath'gteah fi d el ity) 
andbe enlarged- byt an- ardour evere ager 
todogood-. Every thtngmust be ■avoided 
which/ has a4e*dency to>sint -for sin causes 
jt to he loet> and- renders man unworthy to 
ne-obtaindt after losing it. j * : 

There is nothing so valuable as grace; 
nothing so easily lost ; nothing! so di&eult 
to' recover when once it has been lost, We 
havereaeon to fear, saysiSb Bernard) wheq 
we have> iV because we^nay lose it; fear 
whe* we .have-ilost' it, lest it return < net; 
toa* still more after receiving it a secend 
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time, bacauBcrif wedose-it ffgaiwwd sbalt 
be- doubly culpable, modi oar latter *:sta#«f 
will becOTie worse.tban.the former: ' 

7 t .V • i- i ;* * > r ;;r<tii.oa ;\;i; 

• 2w— ! SBomegleotone good* -thought, which 
inspiresus to abandon ievilfandtedewha* 
o**r -office obliges us toy is to render unpro- 
fitable- one-of tbe>fruits ©four Lord's -deathi 
The- smallest) grace we can receive has cost 
hia blood;' had ibeen procured to- usbyMs 
sufferings.- i Those who do not correspond 
with' the graees-of-God ; who receive them 
in- vain 7 who let the occasions favourable 
to salvation escape without profiting of 
them; who seek not to procure the means 
of drawing down upon themselves 4he 
blessings of heaven; who; through- teme- 
rity or -the impetuosity 'Of some favourite 
passion, expose themselves to* the danger 
of dosing- them, or by ingratitude prevent 
thorn from working ' to effect, will, when 
p — seate d before the judgement-seat of 
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Ged, have a .woeful Account to render of 
all, which Jesus, has dpne, and all which 
he has suffered for them, during his mortal 
life ; and of all which he has done for their 
sanctification since his resurrection, both 
in his church, apd in. heaven, seated at the 
right hand of his Father. Nothing can be 
more dreadful than the judgement of the 
unprofitable servant. AU the accusation 
brought against him was, that he did r not 
put tp profit the talents of his Lord. His 
condemnation, was to be cast out into exte- 
rior darkness. The unjust steward was 
turned out of his office, and the adminis- 
tration of his master’s property was taken 
from .him, because: he was accused, of 
having dissipated it Those who neglect 
tp profit of the graces of God, and those 
who deprive themselves of them through 
want of corOperation, cannot look for any 
Other lot than, this of the servant and the 
steward. . And if God. demands an account 
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of an idle word, what cmght we riot td 
apprehend for so many graces, so many 
truths, so many sacramehts, Which, by a ' 
life of amusement and dissipation, we have : 
rendered unprofitable, . ' ; 

Grace is the greatest of all possessions i 
the least loss of grace that man can sustahi 
is of greater detriment than the ldss of a H 
the treasures of the world. And as it can- 
not happen but' through man’s own farilt^ 
he deserves a punishment proportionate tb 
his negligence. One inspiration neglected 
would have procured for us, had we cor- 
responded faithfully with it, a continuance 
and a chain of graces, which at length 
would have obtained the grace of filial per- 
severance in good ; and would have catiSed 
us to advance step by step to the term of 
our eternal predestination. It is the losS 
and the wrong use we made of the first 
grace, which breaks the chain, and which 
is the first cause of dut misfortune.' Ait 
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ihutninatiort bf mind textiitgoished, a-good 
suggestion, snotbered in the heart; 'deserves 
the privation of a greater grace, which 
would have icaosed' trat to avoid the danger 
of sinning mortally, and would have sup- 
ported ns against the temptation : and the 
consequence of Strch privPrtkm is oor’ foil 
fend the loss eftrar soul. There is nothing 
more : important for oorsalvatjonthanthls 
advice of the apdstle,(Heh. 12;) Tate 
iietdttkati m'om bewanting to the grate of 
'Oixl; andithathonoxiotis root nor shoot- 
ing weedsoF any concupiscence chokfe the 
goechseed, and ’infect die souls !df many. 

: 8.-w-To^dayy if you shall hear the voice 
wf the Lcrrd; sttys the sanie apostle, harden 
aotywarthearts. "What a length of time 
4 hm not God waited for us, soliciting -us, 
snoring its intimately in our hearts; and 
threatening to take a why our candlestick 
dicom itsiplwceandtogive our portion to 
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another,' (Apoc. 2.) awl yet we femifin 
insensible. What ingratitude! ' Do' ire 
recollect that there is, accorthng to the 
scrip tore, a measure of graces and* 6f sins: 
after whieh'we deserve that God withdraw 
himself from us, and 'abandon us to our 
awn darkness and corruption. Of all the 

sins man commits, there is nohe 'which 
God punishes in a more terrible manner, 
and which he pardons less, than the abuse 
of his graces, and that ingratitude 1 which 
is both the cause and the effect of' that 
abuse. ' • 

This is the crime for which Jesus* Christ 
so severely reproaches the cities of Cora- 
zain, Bethsaida and Caphamariun, (Mdtth. 
,11. and Luke, 10.) where he had wrought 
Such great wonders and distributed so 
many graces: by this they became >morb 
criminal, in the judgement of God, than 
the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha, so 
noted for their abominations : and hencfe 
2 e 
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we ti&y Conclude that tlwse* Christians; 
Who shaft abuse graees infinitely greater, 
wilt ! be much more criminal than those 
Utt'gtalteful and incredulous Jew* ; and that 
the misery 'of snchwillbe-sogreat, as to 

have too et[ual, (Luke, a.)-' The terriUo 

diaasterswhich befel Jerusalem, fer.having, 
rejected him, whom for go many age* they 
had been expecting, and for ha ving>resisU&4 
the fight of his gospel, tare butt avslight 
sketch of the miseries with which. heiwiH 
overwhelm ungrateful Christians through-* 
out all eternity, , v 

■ • Who must not tremble in heariog thia 
menace which God holds out, by the mouth 
of St. Paul, against thosewha-have .net 
loved the truth when revealed to them; 
which is, 'to send them a spirit of error so 
gross, that they shall believe . in lies, and 
that at' the last day he wiU.cotoe from the 
midst of dames to avengE himself on -those 
who do not . obey his gospel; (2 TheSsittl.) 
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Ifthose Who reject the Hghtof the gospeli 
whenit iiiannbunced to them.bfe treated 
with such rigour, much more have thbee 
jtereoosto apprtehend, who reinaih notftnn 
in the tenth*. haying- once embraced it; 
who, according to the words' ofSt. Peter, 
(3 Fetor; 2.)tutn and go-back r afterhamng 
kndwn the: way of hotine&s and justice: 
Mar -abandon the Messed law which' has 
hew given 1 to them; who, according to 
St. Pakil; (2e Tim. 4.) not being > able to 
endure sound doctrine, have recourse to a 
multitude of teacker$ obseqimm to their 
desires, and prompt to flatter them accord- 
ing • to the maxims of complaisance and 
human respect. ■ <t r 

“ Order , then youn hffe in suth manner 
h as not to have received the grace of God 
'*<*» ikmr, (2. Cor. 6.) Behold now is- the 
^acceptable time, the dap gf salvation. Go 
*- and present 'yourselves with ><m humble- 
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“ confidence before the throne of grace, that 
“ goa mgy receive ‘mercy and find aid in 
“ pour necessities,”. (Heb. 4.) < 

det us, observe •, diligently the things which 
vie have.heard, that we , may mot be like 
vessels half closed, which retain not that 
which, is pat into them, (Heb. 2.) . 

.Say, with the royal prophet, (Ps* 14)2.) 
Mg soul, bless the Lord, and never forget 
what, he.hm dome for thee* 


Cfocnrtfetf) IBag; 


on TOE tTSE WWUlOE. 

’4.— AN<GEliS' Binn^d k a*d fsfodattawed' 
them »ot \ as instapt for repaat&aae : nan 1 
staged* aad GW Wghtiaall jyatiae hct^e< 
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treated him with cqpal rigour, Neverthe- 
less, his .goodness suspeadsd the effects 
his vengeance in hisTegard j aod he. con- 
ceded to .him the whole ' of die tune of this 
life tor the purpose of doing .penance and 
satisfying ins justice. . The tune -of the 
present life, is then for him, according to 
the saying of the apostle, i“ T.he moeptable 
time,, tka 4ay ; of .salvation.” » Nothing 
o ught to bp more precious to him ; and- yet 
there is nothing which he neglects more, or 
which he turns to so had ; account. All 
our moments are numbered ; they nee in 
the hands of God : they depend .also ab- 
solutely ^pn him; who .has i given to us our. 
being and opr life. By bgn*that.life ig 
preserved to us ; ,by him it can he taken 
away whenever hepfeases^ vftadiif he tabes 
it away- during thetiaie that we defile if; ■ 
TOth^dn; there fe nothmg^se awaiting ns* 
hot a dcMdAd^andnahaspr eternity,* aft 
is lost to us ; we ourselves afp.Jast. , - n' 
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- Our happiness then and our misery Tor 
ati eternity depehdn upon the use which 
wdmake of lime* ; But such ia the blind*- 
ness of men, that the greatest part' proceed 
on to the very gates ef eternity without 
knowing why time is given to them. The 
days of salvation, months, yoa.ru, ' pass 
Sway, and nobody reflects thertonJ 
whole of life is Oonsamed in tunnneoients, 
ih trifles, in empty diversions; inecoupd* | 
tions which have no otherobject* than the , 
advantages of a fevrdays duration; it is , 

passed entirely, tauke the werds of a i 

certain 'heathen* either in 1 doing nothing* | 
or in 'dofog evil; in dding anything -but 
what ought 'to he done. 1 Some people 
pass it in idleness, some in disorder, and 
some in ilhldkn: -all run on headhragy 
dnd ‘heedless bf their ruin; mis-umng and* 
abusing that/which of all the tbingS ef 
the world is the most irreparable,* what* 
enee it&lebtl” 5 -"< * f ■>' *•• > “ 
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: Iiv ordet to Iona an estimate Ml the value 
oftime/.il is important tha^i.we attend to. 
three things— -1. That the whede of, the 
life, of the Son of God, his labourer hi® 
se&eraags, an&desth, , were employed to* 
psocureforus .tins time, of- which ;we*- an® 
sooarekvm H*. restored* kto uswhen, 
iwtfiritedy u&tM «Kp*n$e of his. blood; and* 
if vreo«{oaader at’ away, Jesus Christ* and 
aU> his^ jaysteriMfs .benefitSi cease to> avail 
nai' One * hour of our present time, well 

employed, may* seonje/ns against the eter- 
nal pahas, which wehad deserved, and may i 
obtain ibr nsthat heavenly kingdom, > of* 
which we were, wholly unworthy, , , & Them 
is not oneof tbe reprobate in.heHtauwbon* 
dus haitc whieh we lose .inv&in amase«$ 
ntants, would not baprefoniblato allthee. 
kingdoms of.the earth, . if Almighty God. 
Mwiddlmt giant it him* to bensed by hito 
in, doing. peaanoec such -a. one would ho 
willing to suffer the pains ofh*li>fur .the 
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space of tnrhHms of years to purchase it/ if 
it were possible! But, alas! it will never 
be granted to hns! 

8, — Indeed, one of the greatest punish- 
ments of the damned is tfceirfetnortal re- 
gret for having miserably lost a time which 
they might hare made use of -to escape bell, 
and- to gain heaven: and me fed, by the 
scripture, that these despairing souls reckon 
at present the whole time of their past life 
to have been nothing, because they have 
reaped from-it ho advantage whatever for 
eternity. We were no sooner born, say 
they, moved by lively remorse, wfe Were 
no sooner bore, than -we ceased to live; 
we have no trace of virtue to shew, and we 
have beenconshmed by wickedness ! -What 
despair athaving passed so many yfear& in 
sin, in the pleasures and vanities of the 
age; in fatiguing themselves without proft 
in the hard ways of iniquity; and in not 
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having ttsod one moment to think about 
returning when gone astray! Bat, when* 
they are, there is no resource ? there is no 
time for them ? there are neither good works, 
nar reason, nor wisdom, nor science, that 
can render them any service towards .re* 
deeming Mtemmlves, (A,poc. 10.) Do tkere- 
fytie. quickly, shys the wise man, whatever 
tity hand its able to do, that thou mayst 
not fall into so -sorrowful' an extremity, 
(ikcL. 9.) . * 

,While we bare time, says St Baul, 
(rGall.’G.) kt'us-notithink ib laborious to do 
goad, for in. due time -we shall reap the 
fronts thereof Ah.' if thou hadst known, 
and that in this thy day, which is allowed 
to thee, m.ys Jesse Christ, weeping , over 
the fate of Jerusalem, (I4*fee,jl9,) if thou 
hadSL hut known the things that were for 
they peace, and thy safety ! Bute now they 

sure hidden from/, thine eyes, » A, prey to the 
love of the world, wlriob renders, thee Wind, 
2 H 
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thou seest not the calamities that are about 
to fall upon thee. What our blessed 
Saviour spoke to this unhappy city, we 
may say to those souls who, in the infatu- 
ation of their passions, suffer days and 
months and years, even the whole of life, 
to pass away without reflecting for what 
purpose they were placed* in this worlds 
without opetaing their eyes oir the one Side 
to behold the many effects of the bounty 
and mercy of God with which they are 
every where surrounded, and’on the other 
to observe the many * marks of his justice 
and of his vengeance with which the world 
abbunds, and With winch' they are . threat- 
ened, if they profit ' not of his *graces and 
visitations.' What happened at Jerusalem 
is no more than a picture of them. ' 

A time wift come, continues Christ, a 
timd of wretchedness for thee, when thine 
enemies shall encompass thee, &c ! And 

why ? Because thou hast not profited&f 
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the time of the visitation of thy God. The 
enemies of our soul are the Flesh, the 
World, and the Evil Spirits. Almighty 
God delivers over to these tyrants those 
persons, who have not been careful, to avail 
themselves of the intervals of his mercy 
and the days of salvation. The evils with 
which he* threatened Jerusalem at, length 
fell upon here she experienced the store of 
wraths which she had stored up for herself 
by her hardness and impenitence:, and a 
day will come, when those who imitate 
her, will in like manner find themselves in 
the possession of their enemies* and deliv- 
ered over to the tyranny of the devils. The 
day of misery will certainly come: it will 
came sooner than expected (Luke, 21,); 
it will come suddenly and by surprise, 
{Philip, 3*) It will envelope, as in a net, 
all the inhabitants of the earth ; all those 
Who have no taste or affection for any other 
than the things of this world. 
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8. — Be careful therefore, say* the apos- 
tle, (ftphes.5.) to watch over your conduct 
with great circumspection: not like the 
thoughtless, who have no other guide but 
their fancies, uncertain chance and their 
passions* who give (heir time to vain 
amusements? but like wise men, redeeming 
thetkne. To redeem any IMng may- justly 
suppose some axpencetoibeiuerntedt And 
lost time is not repairedwidiOutdoiBg vio- 
lence to one’s self; withoift renouncing our 
pleasures, •Mr interests, oorvanities, *»ur 
predilections, cor vetywiH. To redeem 
time, we must be converted ; we must re- 
turn to God, and satisfy his justice, by a 
laborious and penitential life. To -pur- 
chase 'the kingdom of heaven, we must 
separate ourselves from- every thing that is 
an 'obstruction. Toretum into fevourwith 
God, we must be prepared to make- every 
Sacrifice. 
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Thus it is that we.must redeem die pre- 
cious' remains of a life, of which the princi- 
pal part' has been dissipated and consumed 
•in the. wanderings and disorders of the pas- 
sions, and the enchanting delights of. the 
-world. These remains pf life are not to be 
redeemed but by many groupings and tears ; 
by much iabpur, and assiduity in good: 
and if the remainder of life be but short, 
still, provided w,e applyourselves to these 
duties : with .eagerness, apd, .with faith, we 
shall, according, to the wise mpn (AVisd.4. ) 
till up the course, of a long life: .hut when, 
instead .of , acknowledging, this error, a man 
hardens himself still more and more in his 
sins, such a one is threatened in . the scrip- 
ture, (Eccl. 7. 18.) with , the being .taken off 
before his time, and by a. premature death : 
a death, which will rob him of . all that 
time,' which he had vainly flattered himself 
he would be able to .make use of ibr the 
exercise of penance. 
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“ Employ therefore your time in doing 
“ all the good that your obligations as a 
“ Christian and the duties of your calling 
“ require of you . Turn every moment to 

“ profit with all earnestness: and that you 
“ may not lose any part of it, be careful to 
“ do all in the spirit of Jesus Christ . Join 
“ your labours and sufferings to his ; that i 
“ all may be but one sacrifice; Which may ) 

“ appease the anger of the Almighty , and I 

“ render him propitious . That is the me - i 

“ thod to employ your time to advantage; 

“ to prepare yourself to die happily, and < 
“ to appear with confidence before your f 
“judge” 

Say, with Jesus Christ, (John, 9.) 1 
must w&rk the works of him that sent me 
while it is day: the night corteth When n6 \ 
man can work. i 

Time is short. The figure of this world \ 
passeth away, (1 Cor. 7.) 1 
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£foentg=iftr!St Baa. 

OF EXAMPLE. 

1.— QF afl the duties of charity, which 
niqji owes to his neighbours, there is none 
mpre indispensable, of larger extent, or 
jpfljre general, than to shew him such ex-> 
ample, as may lead him to goodness and 
draw him from evil. Each one is bound 
to love tus neighbour like himself : he is 
therefore bound to edify him by virtuous 
example. We stand in need of being edi- 
fied ourselves; we must therefore edify 
Others. Men are bom for society; this 
society must not exist for the promotion of 
pyil, but always for the advantage of good- 
ness. In society therefore every day ought; 
tpinspire us with a horror for vice, and a 
love for virtue. All bad example must bp 
banished from thence: for bad example 
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seduces man from the right and leads him 
astray. For which reason good example 
igaipt; less essential to society than charity, 
which is the foundation and support of it. 
Wherefore he who is deficient in that 
charity which he owes to his brethren is 
without excuse ; he is without f oxcuse who 
oinits 'to edify them by his exhinpie.! 

There is he duty of latter extent, thaii 
this : and as te is bOuild to love his 
neighbour at all times, and in all situations 
in which lie may at ahy time find him 
placed, and iu all emergencies, so he is ht 
all times bound to edify him, and en all 
occasions* Being ever weak, and prone at 
every moment to evil, he stands in need- of 
being continually aided by some example 
Of goodness. 

This law is of a general nature ; ncr dfce 
can plead an exemption : ' neither gteat Mar 
little; neither poor nor rich; neither pat- 
ients, nor friends, nor strangers : J and we 
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Owe good example toattybe they friends 
or enemies, subjects of superiors; Ibr 
charity is a duty essential to afi} -and: doe 
te'all without exoeptioh; > ^ . >’■> > 

Kxampleis ttemostexcelletoofall’ the 
Works of mercy f ' ftirp if: works - of mercy 
done to the body preserve it 1 ill life, thy 
soul no less draws life from good example: 
bot it ‘is' a work of uierdy dae by right of 
strict justice : for justice cannot ; permit 
that we cause the death of souls: and 
unless we give them good example) we in 
some’ measure do With Respect to 

the good things of this worid, there is a 
certain nmnber ef<po»r, and no move* who 
are in‘want Of them, but in the possession 
of grace and virtue altmetiexperience^sdme 
poverty. With regaTd to these good things', 
all men are bom in absolute 'poverty y and 
good example is the work of metcy which 
brings relief to tke> general 1 want : whereas, 
corporal w orks of mercy can only have a 

2 i 
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Ukrited effects ferthey tmly afford ieliefjfefc 
tfce>tsnff«*e> iw ashort iuratioa.ofitijmi 
bto^>odrxa»plei» a*«ever4ail*nf!:»ct<<>f 
warcy, which: affods h «w MdiAcduc# 
timertHaf Iwtfc topresBBt^dfntnre wafttai 
tao’efitot* -iOMQute teUhe iatelt 

periods a»d>tli««xampiM(^iMh lb«M*ai»to 
gweib'dtoye of , their own timti tsim<'Qdh$f 
the whole cfcarch, ; ■MS&‘,wWk,m*tiwm?M 
edifyifc to the end. of the. worlds ?s;h w/i 

>i r.*: . i ... ••?*: # ;-i< r.'i o:f>7 

&w^J£ta»*plee«e^^ Am 

w«fdsy :ltt8 a;«m«1^1hug to talk,/ whet* 
the^polat is the reconnwmlfttion .of troth* 
and A* bringing* «e» * oner, to piety ;tl» 
eKhortatim is of 4kde avail whanoifcdw 
not taappertedand eafocoei- byeTatopfaN 
Words affect hat one of «ur hmsM^imd 
thatotof at eontain times; olwifhiil a 
weed thatpenf tn^es into ihesml atdTOij r 
sevtowie^nfciaU tiimes^-stnd ui tutoy ways- 
Mtawles joined to. to«a^dn8 stiike wto 
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dottotedly) butithe-great esampLeseC 
sanctity vwWd*w»i*»<<ofcse*r»dt iB theK&wfe 
Christians by the>pafan^ oMvertbdr{n«ni 
to ;tbe>4iitfc than, didywenchiag and >roi* 
t&rtmi > i 'the apostle i^tutPaid ! exhorted 
sfarrefc and oweaitts *» <ratommmd if Art 4<x> 
Mm-tf&n *t<Gkr*4t i*Ue4stotm of, Heir 
imUteri^mdiqfialidkeiworldy bpikeibl* m*> 
k*smM^*keirmo»4mct and Si. 

Peter was of opinion that these husbands 
who bettered not the word, might be won 
•MO t*(€^?by:thego®d exemplea of 
their wires j o by > tiitisnpurity, itheir rmac 
desty amisanplicity* fl iPofcj 3.) nJMaifc 
method eCpeeaohfrif mteitipbleland Jtaa- 
portioaato"to *the capacity ef aiipto.ithe 
dtt^lt'Uid ignorant^ hm weHaanto Ar 
-teamed and mmteu -«.■•• u-t '«>te 
<> Ontiie other hand; badenawpie preaches, 
not lets 4m getoosly than<p«hiiely,t tn*n, 
eSpe? and <attthe paankeis; antbpoescbo* 
alas Matt toe ponapuftel^ mAf it eaten 
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'fet til • th&imtuMt* 

tions of mat) favwuraUe <ta itadoatainest 
•adiitfe kes»tei)caM^i«f>ci« atalittiaes t* 
«wl,u i to *nfirt«M v iisi.p<jia*a < onto tho. ctrerjr i 
intnoftoaf ItbewotA <• 3M# ia Vtliat.in thB { 
gosp«L i^ danountfiad oaMtfad; thatiayia | 
•anittey •austUno duoUr rrtiyy temrAtbickitte 
otonlUeiAndd&lldaBTC Vftaw^ . bad cdgm> > 
pte i causes ua» ittfhri^Airmafcefr.nt'jim nfa • , 

iaH- intoloiir. 'WouMilhe mam by wlutm ( 
xoanddl mtheih^ -says JasfinfChrinti; it wmb- i 

bettef' - txvhaaoi tiedttti \ 

hiaireck, ani bflithmfmi iitto4ke«c&,'.iteb j 

.to>be<ibe t^oseofjdestractkmaridofwtm- , 

vfb^ m^the- , 

Toward of *h()se-arborby;th<iir gOodu&attple | 

shall .hare Contributed Aaitfae feakvaiionof , 

manysoulswfllfrein f no pwti oa |raait*r; 
ia-i^eTmidgm>:«beti(M^afflrtfe wfi AaAn ataadi , 
•waft* bo 1 1 utaltiplrwk in ywy qWidn nas . timf , 

sMlib^diBR bwdexmnpte kayi*been Hkt. , 

oatuw at petditilm ftounany ah* | 
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vm •••») vi- •- V> - no * 

Comedies," 'for eX*»pk>op*n>A ballsy. 
dancings, imptare eod.pitoanepcwtiyy bd<L ■> 
books/ iaseivioas m#uAs aiiA Sengs, indecent : . 
ptetnres/; i sokadatotHi nektoapaws, noodps 
of <drcas dontrafy to that Christian iiuodasty 
so amok ttwbsHBocfldedil^ttJie^poe^ e&; all; 
ttto^thfegfcfntohiaei an^inSnitCinwbnr. of 
SHhs: v«nd those * whe^ane- ■ the anthers of 
theVewrilliiwe to- aastvorior, ail ithe effects 
of the >pe***«ieuH *&ample wiriebthey leave 
behind thsasitorJdltsneoeeding ages, in,«ase 
they, ofnut taiepairtuKh -great • noandels .by 
an appropriate penanoe land repwatioit* 
before i they present themwdvee At ithe to- ■ 
banal eftbe sovereign judge; > •>.. 

. Badexample bears about to every qsar- 
itodKkMgr^-tlWftaeidteitatt itspas» 
mm ^ '. bak iAn idmage w an^ to the life* 
tout riraakee a dostrw^yeih*paesriQ» upon 
aft -^bofm^y^Mvp «tob tbn prpqswrioii ;to 
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d-funfe oerffieierttiy so t «*end*<r good 
flfttjtrentfy feeeiVe tnrtfefe ‘harm, thea- &OJP 

4/M&! fe* obfertodtaiy 1 WmwAC 
the si£htf oFit ^^ut ^ patt^kr gTMe- 
ah^ernittttid* 

l&tice^is* wiy *a!WM(t«'aa 

ihreetod irtth tMo no»k>us'fcii<of r tti«>woiM9 

tatte. ‘Sb that ^& «^1«tf*' , rtpeat'trhft» 
the apofctfes ifey, Mas! wdtofcttrtibnqssvddfc 
Emf ’ tttfig % ! pMSlbte>?tt> «G odtf twety 
dung beeotte* etuty by hi# gttu»> fe*r »e» 
fteqoehtfy pOt obstacles m jUs^hf, md&f 
throwing thetohrf'pes into the ' midut'ef 

*Yi; m T; '.- a r 1U •*; ft “ • > '•' , V ' o ’» V'-iV.i **>' Mjij ;;V 

'3;-^-TSh»s 6 tfhd awertOfe «sjKrt»dtO<1hS 
eyesofthe pubiic try their* station, bythettf 
tank and authority, and under a fef OtMitOk 
oW%ttdOit'of shdwferg geeatueta aapka bt 
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virt*& TbwWdumct aannotbdphw'iiH? 
great awiayn whether. it ta in. leading, 
good w4»(erfl» sTbe 
•fr ftM^^ewMw ajre viewad.-by tbosewbo, 
depend? upon, them* «as.a Jswdof ruleand 
direetioiW and ?f<aw, .people ar*K found to 
insist,;, whew th&t xwWrA.ia.wwg ..draw* 
staeofib Kem.fmA exauiples. ,Ttas,i»v 
pbM# oatthfanriUie neceMilpi of . being very 
cfeoutaapoct taiaU tbeir.actions andundur- 
takings. « ' Koi-jnSteJ»c*v ■ it is by oo meane 
aitflwientrtbta^W^ atod amodMUtspeak 
i«stmcti<msite those* of whom their family 
ia »o*mp#s3d^ andthay .by no. iafiaus fulfil 
tfa i eto by what Cod raquiraaof them, wales* 
they; also, edify theta in alLthtageby a* 
irreproachable life; by a punctual obser+ 
vance of every duty; by 'die practice of all 
tbftsegxtad works, iawJuch tbey>aiobaapd 
tp.;f«tenrifetheir househehi- J^tynur 
daughter, says StJeioraevspostong ta lk 
tSujatiaiJ mother, (Epist. 7-> adrl^ta®^ 
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aeenothingimyM but what she may imi- 
tate withdubsm! semeiliber tbntyou are 
the rootbotof a virgin, land- that* you must 1 
instruct ber sikit» by your 5ife than : by 1 
,Uffifdd»-) '■ >■ y,. n •: ■ 

. -•> : Parnate tafia >give r badtex«mpleto their 
ehildrenaroy m SfcCtoysosteraVopfnion, 
moca cruel than pawtici&es^ bechusetfcey | 
deliver otter i bnth tfceir bodies rand their I 
souls tohelblit*; and they wiH Undergo the l 

pankhwant not i only otittmr own sins, | 
those af tteir ebilAren; having I 
baauthe cauSao tthomby theirbad exam- i 

pie. Tbosaotie may be said of superiors, i 
and genmally of tbfse who have others ! 
under their cane. It is acting the part of | 
cruelty : to theif neighbour to draw bird | 
into the psecipice by example; and it is j 
equally- cruel to ourselves* since we cannot 
possibly draw 1 bint into-the precipice, with- 
out fallsstgin together with him. / 


Digitized by Google 



257 


It is indeed to all, but chiefly to those 
who ham others in charge, that Jesus 
Christ addresses himself when he says, 
that we are to cause oar light to shine 
before men, by rendering oar good works 
conspicuous: not for the purpose of ob- 
taining their applause, bat that they may 
glorify God, the author of them, and that 
they unay themselves be edified. 6fc Paul 

admonishes those who are in authority to 
he to the failhfnl a model and a copy in 
their conversations: in their intercourse 
with otherp;. maharify, u faith, inchas- 
tity : to be clothed with Jesus Christ by a 
life conformable to his, and that his spirit 
appear in afl their actions. Jesus Christ 
preached not loss by action and example 
thanby words : and me are not Christians, 
hot inasmu ch as in other things, so in this 
also, we do imitate him, and so edify war 
neighbour by the purity of our lives and 
our manners. 

2k 


Digitized by Google 



258 


u Take care td do nothing which may give 
“ scandal to your neighbour and may be to 
“ him an occasion of sin . Ask pardon of 

“ God, like king David, (Ps. 18.) for the 
“ sins of others wherein you have been con - 
“ cemed, and to which you may have given 
“ came by whatever means: and watch 
“ over your conduct with greater care for 
u the time to come ; that other peoples sins 
“ may not be laid to your charge . Have 

u you not enough of your own, without 
“ taking upon you other people's V* 

I have given you an example, says our 
Redeemer, (John, 13.) that with my actions 
before your eyes you may do the like . 

Let us endeavour to find out the means 
of edifying one another , (Rom. 14.) 

Let us not give occasion for scandal; 
neither to Jews , nor to Gentiles , nor to the 
Church of God, (1 Cor. 10.) 

A sinner that gives scandal is guilty of 
all the sins which may arise out of his had 
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example (St. Basil); and he will be pun- 
ished in the other world, for all th§ evil 
that may happen even after his death, in 
consequence of the bad example he shall 
have given, (Catech. of the Council of 
Trent) 


'2TtDentn=s?iec6tttf 

ON CONFORMlfY TO THE WILL OF 
. • GOO. 

. 1.— THE will of man is corrupted, and 
all his desires of themselves lead to evil, 
unless he take care to hold them in re- 
straint, and reduce them into order. It is 
in the gratification of these evil desires of 
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the hfeatft that sin and perdition have their 
origin, . for they aue the source of Jdl our 
miseries. Jesds Christ says, that from the 
heart prooeed evil, thohgbts and whatever 
defiles a man. The will ought ako to be 
the source of all that is good: butgped is 
not natural to . our will, therefore is it 
necessary that it be impressed with a dis- 
position to . good by the merciful inspiration, 
of God, who fashions and orders it by the- 
unerring rule of his divine will, always 
right, always just, always holy. By this 
divine. will, our will becomes the active 
principle of all our good undertakings and 
of all Christian virtues. The love of God 

infused into our heart, becomes, as it were, 
the soul of them ; and the will of God is 
the rule by which they are directed. What- 
. fever is good in us, is only so, ibadmtteh a a 
it is. animated by this spirit: nothing is 
tight b»t what is regulated by this law, 
immutable and .eternal . 
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David expresses a holy impatience to see 
his sod brought to * perfect submission to 
God; for them him alone did be ooncriddF 
hbnsrif bound to look for bis salvation, 
(P9. fll.) The soul is not otherwise sub-" 
jected to God than by hatting its desires 
conformable to the will of God; and this 
can -be* effected only by grace. To bfe par* 
takers of salvation* it id by no mean* 
sufficient to have fine sentences in oUr 
months* holy thoughts in our sold, and 
great external regularity in our conduct* 
fie only will enter into heaven, who doed 
the will of his father who is in heaven* 
This Truth itself has declared. 

Man’s fall proceeded from nothing rise 
than from preferring hid own will before 
the will of God. Take away self-will, sayi 
St* Bernard, and there will be ho longer 
hay hed. When h man damns his soul* 
he dees ft in.no other way than in following 
his own trill. This consists in loving ottlf 
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ourselves an d creatures for our own in- 
terest, our own pleasures, our own glory. 
This is the very essence of sin, and 
the source of all the corruption of man. 
Whereas to be a Christian is to have no 
other will but to love God: to do what he 
requires and ordains; to fly from what he 
forbids; to remain attached to the order 
laid down by him r howeveir painful and 
disagreeable it may be: to be content in 
every situation : to have no choice of our 
own, but to follow the choice of God : to 
have no self-seeking; and to have no other 
object in view than to please him. 

2. — This is what Jesus Christ teaches 
us more than any thing else by his example. 
He declares that he did not come upon the 
earth to do his awn will , but the will of hie 
Father y (John, 6.) That his meat and 
drink is to do the will of Gorf, (John, 4.) 
That he does nothing but what his Father 
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has appointed 1dm: that of himself he does 
nothing , but that he speaks what his Father 
has taught him: that he is sent by him , 
and that he is with turn , for he always does 
i vhat is agreeable to him, (John, 8.) At 
the time he entered into the world, he said 
to his Father, Behold I am come; here I 
am, ready to do thy will, (Heb. 10.) This 
I have always sought to do; the desire to 
accomplish thy holy law has ever been 
rooted in my heart. And in going out of 
the world, lie was obedient to his Father 
unto death, even the death of the cross . 
So that in reality the Son of God himself 
became incarnate and died for no other 
purpose than to do the will of God, (Phil. 2.) 
According to this will he regulated his own 
will in all things, his own plans, his own 
actions, his sufferings. There was not a 
moment in the whole of his life, but what 
was occupied in the execution of his Fa- 
ther's orders* none but what served to 
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carry into completion some one or other 
of his divine pleasures, even to the small- 
est circumstance. 

Who shall dare follow his own will, 
when he sees that even the Son of God 
himself declines to follow his? Members 
must follow their head, and live by his 
spirit : now this holy spirit cannot inspire 
them with sentiments or with dispositions 
contrary to his own. Front the moment 
when St. Paul was converted by it, of a 
persecutor of the church, he became a 
preacher of the gospel, and an apostle by 
it be became so attached to the will of God, 
that he cried out ft Lord, what wilt thou 
have vie tp do?” (Act. 9.) In like man- 
ner as.it had caused the prophet to say, 
many ages before, ft Teach nu to do iky 
will, for thou art my Clod,” (Ps. 142.) 
The former teaches us that a sinner when 
converted is a man who desires no longer 
to have any other will bat that of God: 
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knd the latter that a Christian is a majri> 
who continually asks to be taught to do it 
in all things; and that he may not be per* 
mitted to follow his own desires. Without 
this there is no true conversion, nor Chris- 
tianity;; and we cannot be too much pet 1 - 
suaded of this fundamental truth, that the 
will of God ought tb be the sovereign and 
unchangeable rule of all the desires, of man* 
and of all his actions : and that neither the 
one nor the other are correct and right but 
as far as they are conformable to that rule ; 
and that we can neither be good nor happy 
but in submitting tb it in all things. 

3.— The: will of God is marked out to us 
in the holy scriptures, mom especially in 
the New Testament, as explained by the 
holy fathers. The frequent lecture of these 
Sacred books, the meditation of this divine 
word joined with a prayer full of faith and 
perseverance, will afford us the means bf 

2 L 
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discovering it ; will impart to us light and 
grace, whereby to act according to it in all 
undertakings and emergencies. Our Re- 
deemer himself has taught us the prayer 
which we are to say for this purpose, 
“ May thy will, O Lord, be done cm earth 
as in heaven that is: may men do thy 
will as the angels and saints do it, with 
wisdom, with love, with promptitude; 
may they hate only what thou hatest; may 
they love only what thou lovest: may they 
desire nothing and do nothing hut what 
pleases thee, what thou commandest, and 
what thou advisest. This is true piety; 
this is what the happy ones in heaven 
hegari to do while yet on earth : it is what 
they now do in heaven, in the greatest per- 
fection : and this same perfection we must 
desire and daily pray for; since of our 
own strength we are unable to attain it; 
for grace alone must procure it by us .and 
in us. His grace procures it by us, when 
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it enables ns to keep his commandments, 
and to be guided implicitly by his inspi^ 
rations : it procures it in us, when it mores 
us to a perfect submission to all the orders 
of his providence, and causes us to receive 
as from the hand of a father the good 
things he bestows upon us, and the adver- 
sities with which he chastises us; the 
losses, the afflictions, the sicknesses, the 
misfortunes, &c. by which he induces us to 
say, with Jesus Christ, “May thy will be 
done and not ours ” (Matt 26.) If thou 
give us prosperity, give us grace to use it 
with distrust, with moderation, with a 
heart wholly given to thee: if thou send 
us adversity, give us also grace to bear it 
with patience and with submission, to re- 
ceive it with love, with gratitude, in peace 
of mind, with the joy of the Holy Ghost. 
In fine, make us, O God, humble when in 
enjoyment, Constant when in trouble, sub- 
missive and content in every situation. 
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.To do the will of God, is, according to St; 
Cyprian, (Cypr. de Or. Dom.) to practice 
what Jesus Christ has done, and what he 
haS taught : humility in our behaviour, 
constancy in faith, modesty arid reserve in 
speech, justice in our dealings, mercy in 
our proceedings, regularity in our manners: 
to do no injustice to any one, and to bear 
with the injustices of. others; to live in 
peace with our brethren, to love God with 
our whole heart; to love him as out Father 
and fear him as our G6§: to prefer nothing 
whatever to Jesus Christ, as he preferred 
nothing to us: to be inseparably united to 
his charity; to attach ourselves to* his 
cross with courage and with confidence: 
to be ready and intrepid with open pro- 
fession of our tongues, if circumstances 
require that we sustain the combat/ for the 
glory of his name!; to fight through torments 
with a holy independance of soul, and 
suffer death patiently in order to be 
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crowned. It is thus that W£ become co- 
heirs with J esus Christ : that we walk in 
the commandments of God, that we fulfil 
the will of our Father who is in heaven. . 

“ Labour to bring your will into subjec- 
“ tion to the law of God : renounce your 
“ awn inclinations l pray to God that his 
“ will be ever fulfilled in you , and whenever 
“ it shall happen that what you yourself 
“ desire , shall be contrary to the will of 
“ God, renounce with all your heart those 
“ desires of your own, in order to be at 
“ liberty to embrace with eagerness what 
“ pleases God, in the full persuasion that 
“ nothing can happen but by his ordination: 

that he will turn all to your good , that 
“ the hairs of your head are numbered, and 
“ that not one shall be lost, (Luke, 12.) 
“ If you wish to remain faithful to God, 
“ fear nothing so much as to displease him, 
“ nothing so much as to act contrary to 
“ his will ” 
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Say to hini frequently, with Jesus Christ, 
These things must be so, my Father, be- 
came such is thy good pleasure, (Matt. 11.) 

And with the prophet, My heart is ready, 
O God, my heart is ready, it is prepared 
for every thing, (Ps. 16.) 


IStajK 

OF CONFIDENCE IN GOD. 

1.— CONFIDENCE in God means a 
firm hope and moral assurance, that God 
not only is able to do what we expect from 
him, bat that he is also willing; that he 
will enable us to find the way to come to 
him; and that after having given us his 
Own Son, and the first gifts of his holy 
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spirit, as pledges and guarantees of our 
salvation, he cannot now refuse us any 
thing which is iu itself right, and in the 
order of his dispensations, provided we ask 
for it in a proper 'manner* And truly, 
since he has been pleased to deliver Up his 
own Son to death for us, are we not fully 
justified in placing our whole confidence in 
him? Have we not room to trust that he 
will he willing to free X is from every danger , 
if we be faithful to him (2 Tim. 4.); to 
secure us against every wicked action, and 
conduct us safe to his kingdom, without 
which all other graces will turn to no 
advantage. 

To this confidence he exhorts us biinself 
in all the sacred writings: have confidence 
in God with your whole heart, says he, by 
the mouth of the wise man, (Prov. 3.) 
Consider the multitudes of mankind that 
have existed among nations, and know 
that new any one who hoped in the Lord 
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has been confounded. Who is the man 
that has remained stedfast in the com- 
mands of God, and has been abandoned ? 
(Eccl. 2.) Who ever invoked him and has 
been despised by him? Our fathers have 
hoped in thee, says the royal prophet, 
(Ps. 21.) and thou hast delivered them : 
they have cried out to thee, and thou hast, 
saved them: they have hoped in thee, and 
have never been confounded. Leave to 
the Lord the care of ail thy concerns, and 
he himself will nourish thee : he will not 
abandon the just to confusion for even 
Cast into his bosom all thy inquietude, 
says St. Peter, (1 Pet. 5.) for he has care 
of thee . Unhappy those, says the wise 

man, (Eccl. 29.) whose heart fails them, 
who place not their trust in God, and for 
that reason have not his protection: and 
therefore the apostle urgently exhorts the 
faithful, whose minds had been dismayed 
by the severity of persecutipn, not to lose 
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confidence, since it is destined to be so abuiv- 
dantty rewarded, (Heb.10.) 

Nothing honours God more than the 
placing our whole confidence in him, and 
hoping ail things from him, even when 
from man every hope of aid has been given 
up. Ar it is said of Abraham (Rom. 4.) 
that he hoped against all hope. And holy 
Job says, (Job. 13.) that even if God were 
to kill him, he would not cease to hope in 
Sim. It is giving glory to bis omnipotence, 
to his goodness, to his mercy; it is ac- 
knowledging that he is the source and 
author of pH our good : that without him 
we can do nothing, but with him we can 
db all things : whereas to lose confidence 
-in him, is to. say that his power is not 
great enough to protect us, nor his bounty 
great enough to impart relief in our greatest 
necessities ; and that creatures are more 
able in their malice to do us harm, than he 
has power and goodness to do us benefit. 

- 2 m 
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Can any thing enter into the mind more 
injurious to him than such a thought? 

Our whole application then ought to be 
to strengthen ourselves in the confidence 
which we owe him, by a life filled with 
Christian virtues and good works : to walk 
in his ways with increasing ardour: to 
sanctify ourselves more and more by strictly 
adhering to our duties: for without that 
our confidence would be no other than 
presumption and a dangerous illusion. It 
is God’s will that we expect every thing to 
come from him ; but it is not his will that 
we tempt him: and it would be to tempt 
him to rest secure upon his goodness and 
his power, and not correspond with his 
graces in renouncing sin, and in living 
according to the gospel. 1 

2.— Provided we seek the Lord, nothing 
will be wanting to us, neither for this world 
nor for the other, (Ps. 33.) But we must 
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seek him, according to the scripture, with 
all our heart and in truth: and we do not 
seek him with all our heart, if in seeking 
any thing, we seek it not for his sake,; but 
seek it to satisfy our self-love, our concur 
piscence, our vanity, or any other passion. 
We seek him npt in truth, if we seek him 
in any other way than that pointed out to 
us by Jesus Christ : by any other means 
than those prescribed in the gospel ; if we 
seek him where he is not ; in a state of life 
wherein we do not please him, and whereto 
he does not call us : if we seek him by per- 
formances and works good in themselves, 
but which he asks not from us : by acts of 
superoragation and of council, which pre- 
vent us from fulfilling our duties and com- 
plying with his precepts and those of his 
church. It is not by such means that we 
shall come to God : and a confidence that 
rests on such a foundation, can be no other 
than rash and illusory. 
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But a good fife, a faithful observance of 
the duties of a Christian, and of the oblige 
tions of our state of life; the experience 
which we have of his ibercies to us ; 'vigi- 
lance and application to discern our faults < 
and to correct them ; to establish oiftsehres i 

in trne humility, in siheere love of God and i 

of ouf neighbour; to tear ourselves from r 
ourselves, and from the things Of this Mirth ( r 

these are the foundations of a truly Chris- j 
tian confidence, because they are So utterly u 
proofs of the mercies which Cod she wsto , 

a soul. Such a confidence gives to a mftA * 
the peace of a good conscience, (Phil. 4.) 
a peace which confronts the passions, calms „ 
Our troubles within, and keeps Ottf hearts K 
and minds secure in Jesus Christ. For it ( 
is in peace, in silence, and hi the quiet of , 
the heart, that God delights to be served^ t 
there it is that he reposes and fixes his , 

. dwelling. , 
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Still we are .net to flatter onrsdvea that 
we shall be able here in this life to arrive 
at such a state of tranquility as to be tree 
from pains, from struggles, from troubles : 
such a state belongs only to the other life. 
As long as we liver in a mortal body,' we 
shall never be exempt from sin and from 
corruption : and sin happens not without 
struggle in a soul that has a horror of it. 
Confidence in God diminishes pain in pro- 
portion as it is firmly rooted but it does 
not prevent-, all pain ; it only prevents ns 
from being overcome by it. It enables us 
to possess oar souls in patience ; to be 
submissive to God’s ordinations, and to 
keep wr eyes fixed on heaven, from whence 
we look, for aid to come to us. Nay, some- 
timesGod afflicts his most faithful aervantfc 
with temptations so troublesome, and so 
'dangerous, as to make them despond, to 
fens lest he may have abandoned them ; 
hot to suaeh, hope is a fast and safe auclwr 
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against every storm, (Heb. 6.) they are 
supported in these perils by confidence 
animating them with the strength of a 
lively faith, 

3. — W e may in our troubles gather for- 
titude and consolation from the following 
considerations: 1. God never refuses tQ 
our bodies the nourishment necessary for 
them; and will he refuse it to our souls? 
Truly not, provided we take care to live in 
the dependance of his grace : that we do 
not strive against the order of his appoint- 
ments, and that we place in him our whole 
confidence. 2. From our having received 
so many special graces till this time, we 
have reason to say, that if he has begun 
he will complete his work: that he will 
not abandon us, that he will give us the 
grace of perseverance, and the possession 
of his kingdom. 3. By our confidence 
in God, we honour him: our confidence 
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does homage to his goodness and to his 
faithfulness in his promises; while, in 
delivering ourselves up to his disposal, 
we obtain of him an increase of support. 
On the contrary, we cannot permit dis- 
trust to gain admission into our hearts, 
without imputing to him, in some sort, 
the charge of inability, and of a want 
of good will; without implying that he 
may possibly prove unfaithful to his pro- 
mises. A most heinous disposition this, 
and calculated to turn away the course of 
his mercies from us. 

/ It happens also sometimes that poverty, 
misery, sickness, and the wants of this life, 
are so pressing, that we stand in need ojf 
all our faith and of all our confidence in 
divine providence, in order to guard against 
temptations, which naturally accompany us 
in those straits. Then it is that this virtue 
calls to our aid the truths of the gospel and 
the promises of Jesus Christ It points 
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out to us that these things befall us only 
by God’s appointment : that he afflicts us 
because he has designs .of mercy towards 
us, and because he loves us : that, being 
afl-powerful, nothing is impossible to him : 
<th»t it will be quite easy to him to deliver 
ns out of this state of suffering whenever it 
jshaH please him: that being our father, 
and as such addressed by qs continually, 
we cannot doubt of his good will towards 
us: that he himself assures us that, although 
a mother full of tenderness should be 
capable of abandoning die infant at her 
breast, he will not abandon us (Isa. 49.) ; 
that he is acquainted with our wants better 
than ourselves: that he does lor us what 
is necessary for us, and what is most for 
our good: that if the state of suftering in 
which we are placed were not the most 
advantageous to our salvation, be would 
remove us out of it: that if he does not 
deliver us from it, it is in order to bestow 
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on us a more excellent gift than are those 
goods,' of which he deprives us, and which 
doubtless we should be guilty of abusing, 
in case he were to grant them: and, of 
consequence, whether he lend an accordant 
ear to our requests, or whether he turn 
away his ear from them, we ought to be 
equally content. 

“Say not then , How shall tve be pro- 
“ i tided wherewith to eat, to drink > to be 
u doihed ? How shall we be able to endure 
“such manifold evils; how escape this 

* danger, how extricate ourselves from this 
“ embarrassment? Have but confidence in 

“ God : pray in all earnestness that his will * 
" may be fulfilled in you, and not your 
“ will: place all your interests in his hands; 

* but, before all things, seek first the king - 
“ dom of God and his justice : ask of him 
“ that he will please to fix Ms seat in your 
“ heart , and give there increase to his love: 

2 N 
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v be not anxious about the rest : he will 
“grant it over and above as he foresees 
“ that it will be useful to you, and will tend 
“ to your advancement . A Christian ought 
“ to have no other care upon this earth 
“ than to secure his salvation by a good 
“ life, and by a serious application to the 
“ performance of the work which God has 
“ given him ” 

. Impress upon your heart these words of 
the scripture, “ Those who put their confi- 
dence in the Lord, are like the mountain, of 
Sion, immoveable for ever, (Ps. 124.) 

Those who know thy name, hope in thee, 
O Lord , for thou never abandonest those 
who seek thee, (Ps. 9.) 

The Lord is good to those who hope . in 
him, (Lam. Jer. 3.) 

Let your life be free from avarice , 
(Heb.13.) , be content with what you have, 
since God himself says to you, I will not 
leaps thee, neither will I forsake thee . 
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Throw yourself into the bosom of your 
God , says St. Austin ; he will not fly from 
you , nor leave you to fall . 


€foentjj=dfouvt!) Bag. 

OF THE LOVE OF GOD. 

1. — GOD is man’s whole good, and the 
possession of this Sovereign Good con- 
stitutes man’s perfection and happiness. 
God created him for no other purpose than 
to give himself to him and to possess him. 
He gave him a mind for no other use than 
that he might know him and contemplate 
him; nor a will, but that he might love 
him. As soon as he knows him and loves 
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liim entirely. Tie begins to partake of his 
divine perfections : of hisf purity, of bis 
sanctity, of his goodness, of his wisdom, 
of his justice, and of his power: possessing 
him, he is replenished with him; he tastes 
pleasures ineffable, and finds therein every 
thing ; and all his desires being gratified, 
he seeks for nothing further. Yet to this 
man cannot arrive, but by various degrees 
of knowledge and of love; and it may be 
truly said, that the whole occupation of 
man, during this life, ought to be to study 
to know God well, and love him more 
and more. 

As God is an abyss of truth, he can 
never be sufficiently known; and as he is 
pn inexhaustible source of good, he can 
never be sufficiently loved. Being an infi- 
nite good, he deserves to be infinitely 
loved: but if we are not capable of loving 
him as much as he deserves to be loved, it 
is certain that we are at least obliged to 
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love him to the utmost of ©or ability ; to 
love him without bounds and without mea- 
sure: to lovo torn above all things, and 
more than every other thing that can be 
loved. Ho is the ultimate end to which 
every thing ought to he referred, and 
wherein we ought to take pur rest as in 
the centre of Plir hearts without going 
further ; and therefore .it is not lawful for 
us to love any thing whatever but in refer- 
ence to him. 

It is the £rst and greatest of all the com- 
mandments, that we love the Lord our 
God with opr whole heart, with our whole 
soul, with ali oar wind and with all our 
strength : can .any thing farther be thought 
of? To, loye God is to incline our heart 
towards him, to direct onr desires and 
affections to him: to love him with our 
whole hfflrt, is .to give to him every move- 
ment of the will, and to keep none in re- 
serve for ton greatyre. To love him with 
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our whole soul, is to make every tiling wo 
possess of life and motion subservient to 
his glory : to consecrate the members of 
our body and the use of our senses, to jus- 
tice, to piety, to the exercise of good works ; 
to reduce the animal part of man to obe- 
dience to God’s law. To love him with 
our whole mind, is to dedicate to him all 
bur thoughts, our understanding, bur ac- 
quirements; for such use of them ho 
expects from each one according fo his 
situation in life* To love him With all our 
strength, is to use whatever power we may 
possess, whatever authority or influence; 
for the execution of his will and furtherance 
of his designs ; in a word, whatever we do, 
or are able to do, to do all for God, without 
self-complacency, without listening to self- 
love, which is so afraid of doing too much, 
and which is ever anxious to consult its 
own interest* even at the expense of neg- 
lecting those of it’s God. In actions like 
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these, the love of God may properly be 
said to consist. To confine our love of 
him to sentiment, to professions of love of 
him above every thing, is not thelo ve he 
claims of us. 

2 . — Jesus Christ, in giving us this com- 
mand in its full extent, does not mean to 
impose upon us the obligation of loving 
God in this life with that perfect love, with 
which he is beloved by » the blessed in 
heaven^ but to point out to us where to 
direct our aim. Human frailty does not 
permit us to live on this earth without sin: 
no one is so perfect as never to fall. What 
he requires, is, that if we every day com- 
mit faults of surprise, of frailty, of igno- 
rance, we should every day also expiate 
them by a life of penance: that we seriously 
Strive to, correct ourselves; that as we 
never are so much detached from ourselves 
and from creatures as we ought to be, we 
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toast not relax in oar endeavours to detack 
Oureelves more and more; to cause the 
!»** of Ood to increase in our heart; and 
daily to afford new proofs ;of that increase. 
It is a fire which we must never suffer to 
be extinguished, but which we must con- 
etantfy feed and keep alive. The perfection 
of this life consists in marching always 
onward, and never stopping until we foe 
attwed at «ovt journey's end ; mid the per- 
fection of the other, consists in the peaceful 
and undisturbed enjoyment of hint whom 
We love. 

And can the comtnaMdmatit, which he 
imposes upon m of loving hhn, appear to 
be over and above rigOMUs tow 'Christian 
owd? On the contrary, is it not this com- 
toandment that takes off ftom the other 
eommaadmarts whatever is hard and pain- 
ful? It is love that fethils the law of Ood, 
removes difficulties, blunts the edge of bit- 
temastes, Makes, sweet the yoke of Jonh 
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Christ and light his burthen. Take away 
love, and who shall be able to cany that 
bnrdien? Without love we must sink 
under the yoke. 

Is it then too much, “ With our whole 
heart f” That heart in itself so small a 
thing; and God so great, so amiable? If 
we give not the whole to him, what shall 
we give him at all ? It would be injustice 
to seek to give him only a part of that 
which belongs to him by so many titles; 
and where the giving him the whole con-' 
stitutes our greatest glory. What am I to 
thee. Lord, cries out St. Austin, that thou 
doest me the honour to give me a com- 
mandment so sweet and delightful as that 
of loving thee: mid that thou sufferest me 
not to fail therein, without holding out to 
me the severest punishments? What! Is 
it not the extreme of misery not to love 
thee, as it is the summit of happiness to 
love thee : thee, who art goodness itself, and 
2 o 
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who art deserving of infinite love ? Indeed 
God could not punish us more than in not 
allowing us to love him: since, without 
his love, no man can be otherwise than 
completely wretched. 

Nevertheless, although it be so natural 
to man to love God; and although the 
command so to do be engraven on his very 
nature, in characters which nothing can 
efface, still, since his heart has been cor- 
rupted by that false and profane love which 
is the effect of his first sin, he is not carried 
towards this supreme good, unless this 
same attract him and turn him towards 
him. Man no longer loves God , unless 
God go before and shew him the way by 
loving him first , (1 John, 4.) This love 
comes from God. Nay, God is this love* 
No one can come to Jesus Christ , unless the 
Father draw him , (John, 6.) Now it is 
by the bands of love that he draws our 
hearts, (Osee, 2.) 
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3.— But not uhfrequently a person let- 
ters himself he loves God, because he feds 
some emotion in his regard? now to ascer- 
tain this, let him consider his actions. If 
you love me, says Jesus Christ, keep my 
commandments. It is not by thought, nor 
by transient emotions, nor by words, that 
we must form our judgment in this matter, 
but by actions, by the whole conduct of 
life. Love, says St. Austin, cannot be 
idle : it is a fire always in motion. The 
krve of God accomplishes great things 
where it exists ; if it performs nothing, it is 
not true love, (St. Greg.) It is by love 
that faith is put into action : take away 
love, and faith becomes inert: in the 
wbrds of St. James, it is dead . If any one 
loves me, says Jesus Christ, he mill keep 
itiy word; he who loves me not, keeps not 
my word, although to man he may appear 
to keep’ it. 
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The lore of God is the principle, the 
mod?* and the end of alt Christian actions : 
the principle, because love pots the will in 
motion and raises it to God ; the motive, 
because oar actions cannot be denominated 
Christian, but inasmuch as we love God ; 
and the end, because we are not to do good, 
bat in order to arrive at that perfect love 
which wiH render us happy in the other 
life. To do any action out of any other 
principle, with any other end in view, from 
a secret love of ourselves, or of the world, 
for a temporal interest, or out of a desire 
to please men, is not to keep God’s word, 
hut man’s word ; it is to act for ourselves, 
not for God. 

By love, the soul holds converse with 
her God ; by love, 3he becomes his temple 
and his dwelling-place. Not to love him, 
is to have nothing in common with him; it 
is to be without God in this world. La 
possessing charity, we possess God him- 
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self; and, destitute of charity, we are 
destitute of every thing. It is charity that 
constitutes every thing that is good ; and 
without charity all the rest is nothing: 
nothing the greatest miracles ; nothing the 
swst abundant works of mercy; nothing 
even martyrdom itself, (1 Cor. 13.) Does 
any thing then exist more great, more ex- 
cellent, more necessary than charity? 

Truly, the first motions of a man’s heart 
ought to be consecrated to God : and yet 
perhaps his heart has not yet begun to love 
him, the being by whom it has been created. 
At least, let; as now begin, and let us say 
to him, with St. Austin, “ Too late do I 
love thee, O beauty so ancient a»d ever 
sew: toe late do I love theef* Let us 
fcpair by zeal oar past negligence : let us 
entertain for the Creator of the world as 
®»ch ardour, as much affection, as we have 
entertained for the world. It is indeed 
the lowest degree of love that is due to 
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him : bat at least let tts afford to him that 
which we have granted to Ms enemy. 
Alas ! can we without crime accord him 
less ? 

After all, what is there that we can give 
him, if we have not first received it from 
him; He commands us to love him : let 
tiS beseech him to give to us what he 
commands; to give us his love,, and the 
grace to make it fructify from day to day 
in Our hearts. O love ever burning* and 
never extinguished l O charity, who art 
iny God, inflame me, (St. Austin.) The 
heart of man must necessarily have some- 
thing to Occupy it : it is made to love, (St. 
Austin on the Ps.) To love nothing at all, 
if such a thing were possible, would be a 
state of languor and of indolence; would 
be a state of death : man would be insup- 
portable to Mmself, (idem.) The com- 
mandment given by God; that we love not 
the world , is not given in order to eattin- 
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guish all love in ns; that would be to 
degrade us, and to reduce us to the state 
of brute beasts, or even of things inanimate: 
what he commands, is, that we turn the 
course of our affections from the creature, 
where they are ever corrupted, and where 
they entail misery, and direct them to their 
original source, which is himself; in like 
manner as the rivulet is turned into the 
beautiful meadow, that it may not lose 
itself in muddy places. 

Can our love be placed more advan- 
tageously than in him, who is to be to us 
the source of delights throughout eternity? 

u The holy scriptures and the holy fa- 
“ thers distinguish two principles , to which , 
“ as to two lovers , they refer all human 
“ actions : the love of God , which is charity; 
“ and the love of ourselves , which is concu- 
“ piscence; the spirit of tlie flesh, (St Paul, 
a Rom. 8.—- Gal* 5.— St, Austin — St. Leo.) 
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“ Examine which of the two it is that 
“ prompts you to action ” 

What is there in heaven, and what on 
earth, that I can desire but thou, O God, 
who art the God of my heart, and the por- 
tion of my inheritance for ever? (Ps. 72.) 

We neither serve God nor adore him 
otherwise than by loving him, (St. Aust.) 


Hag. 

OF THE LOVE OF OUR LORD JESUS 
CHRIST. 

1. — IF in loving God we cannot make 
the first advances, let us at least make him 
a return of love. Of his love to us he 
could not give us a more conspicuous 
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proof than that which we have in the 
mystery of a God becoming incarnate ; his 
Son sent into the world to deliver us from 
the death of sin, and to impart to us a life 
eternal and divine. This immense benefit 
demands then from us a distinguished love, 
a perfect gratitude. The Son of God has 
become man for us; he has chosen to die 
upon a cross in order to redeem us and to 
reconcile us to his eternal Father ; and we 
ought to be willing to give our lives a 
thousand times in testimony of our love 
and gratitude. He has redeemed us tvith 
his own blood: by his death he has ac-. 
quired for us salvation: he has procured 
for us all graces necessary to salvation : 
he has nourished us with his own flesh ; 
he communicates to us his spirit in order , 
that we may live by him and be a part of 
him. It would be monstrous ingratitude 
in us to forget such great graces, an in- 
gratitude deserving of punishment the most 
severe. 2 p 
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There is nO Christian but what may say 
for hwaaetf in particular, what St. Paul 
has before, said, (Gal. 2.). Jesus Christ has- 
tened me and has delevered himself to. death 
far me. There ia no one for whom his 
blood has not flowed, and his life not been 
given; and: whatever he has done for his 
church in general, die same has he no less 
done for each one ia particular. It is. in 
the spirit of gratitude for such great grace 
that this apostle: says, (Phil. 3.) that what 
he before had considered as a gain, and a 
great advantage, had since appeared to 
lean, when he regarded Jesrn Christ, to be 
a lass and a disadvantage. That he denied 
himself all things, and- regarded ail things 
as dirt, in order to gain Christ. That 
Jesus is his life, and that death would be to> 
Tarn a gain, (Phil. 1.) for that he wished to 
he freed from, the trammels of his body, that 
he might unite himself to Jeans : that he is 
cmeihed together with him; and that it is 
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$ not he himself who liveth in his mortal 
i body, but Jesus who liveth in him. 
in Jesus ’Christ died not less for us than 
mi tforSt Paid. In this, says that apostle, 
» (Rem. 5.) has God manifested has lave for 
a m, because, while we were yet sinners, 
t Jtm Christ still failed not to die for us. 
fe Were it not for what be has done .for us, 
ne should yet be immersed in darkness ; 
; should be dead in sin, dlaves of the devil, 
i and deserving of hell. JVe . owe to him (he 
life of our soul, the life of our body, and 
whatever we are, (2 Cor.;6.) and we ought 
I to live but for him who .died ;for :us : .we 
I ought to .have no other ambition than to 
* possess; him: all other things >we ought to 
s regard as a loss and as (objects of onr con- 
j tempt. Nothing ought (to appear of any 
; value, neither fortune, nor honour, nor 
i goods, nor health, nor life itself, .when any 
< low of'them is tO'be suStaiised.for his sake, 
i; in suchmaimeraie -we obliged to Jove.him, 
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who has so loved us, as to suffer for us the 
death of the cross : and we are in every 
respect bound to enter into the dispositions 
of the great apostle, and to say with him, 
(Rom. 8.) “ What shall separate us from 
the love of Christ ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress , or persecution , or famine , or na- 
kedness, or dangers, or fire, or violence ?” 
But, alas ! the greater part of Christians 
know not even Jesus Christ; how then 
shall they love him ? 

2. — There is no salvation but by Jesus 
Christ ; and there is no other name under 
heaven given to man , whereby he may be 
saved, (Acts, 4.) There is then no sal- 
vation for those who know him not ; for 
those who love him not, for those who 
give themselves not to him and who walk 
not as he walked, (1 John, 2.) To be 
without Jesus is to be without God; is to 
be in a state of damnation: for we cannot 
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approach nor enter into his kingdom but 
through this Divine Saviour. He is our 
only Hope, our only Mediator, our Sove- 
reign Bishop; our Redeemer, our Saviour, 
our Master, our Chief : all which qualities 
indispensibly oblige us to render him love 
for love, and life for life : to adore him in 
his person, in his mysteries, in his miracles ; 
to meditate upon his words and regulate 
our practice by them ; to imitate his vir- 
tues, study his actions, his intentions, 
his appointments ; to consider his passion 
under all its circumstances and varieties ; 
to fasten ourselves with him to the cross ; 
to consecrate to him our heart, our mind, 
our body, our whole being. 

St. Paul professed to know nothing and 
to preach nothing but Jesus crucified: to 
impress upon the hearts of the faithful 
nothing but him, and to attach them to 
nothing but to him. He is that one spouse 
of souls, to which this apostle sought to 
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affiance them, in order to present them to 
him as a chaste virgin, (2'Cor. 11.) accord- 
ingly our Whole life and all our actions 
ought to have no other end in view -than to 
form Jesus Christ in our hearts, and to 
manifest that form in our manners ; to 
■e&hibit -in ourselves the image of that hea- 
venly man ; to reotify by his model aU our 
Horttimoirts and affections: to reproduce 
in ourselves bis spirit, his mysteries, his 
.maxims, his gospel. The disciple ap- 
proaches in no other way to perfection birt 
inasmuch as he mutates his master : and 
itrue piety consists in conformity and re- 
semblance to Jesus Christ; in living in 
close union with him, and in full dfepen- 
•dance on him; in a word, <in being ani- 
mated by tire same spirit. 

Jesus Christ is the tme'vme >0nd we are 
fhe branches, (St. John, IS.) It is from 
the sap that the branches ‘draw their nou- 
rishment end feed their fruits, and we 
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Cannot produce fruit unless we remain in 
him by a steady and unalterable attach- 
ment of heart We can do nothing without 
him, but with him we can do every thing* 
It is by love that we are attached to Jesus 
Christ; by love we remain m him, and 
through love we feel the influence of his 
grace. When we do not love, that influ- 
ence is not felt, we become arid, and like 
branches lopped from the trunk we wither 
for want of nourishment. 

Jesus Christ is the way, the truth and 
the Ufe % (John, 14.) As man, he is the 
way, because we cannot come to God but 
through his merits, his prayers, has media- 
tion ; in following his examples, in living 
as he lived ; in dying as he died, in the 
same spirit and the same dispositions. As 
God, he is the truth and the life: the truth * 
to dispel by bis light the darkness of our 
ignorance, and instruct us in holy rules 
whereby to regulate our manners. The life , 
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by his grace to snatch us from the destruc- 
tion of sin and animate us by his spirit; J 

to enkindle true piety in our hearts and ! 

therewith to season all our actions: to * 

give to us in heaven a life more full and & 

copious, by replenishing us with the enjoy- " 

ment of the riches of his divinity; for w r e 
receive the life of grace from him, and « 

only from him shall we receive the life of « 

glory. In him God made choice of us i 

before the creation of the world ; in him i 

he has loaded us with blessings ; has re - \ 

stored us to life , has raised us from the dead J 

and given to us seats in heaven , (Eph. 2.) ] 

In him therefore we shall possess God, t 

and be eternally happy. \ 

" ‘ ' ' t 

3. — Jesus Christ, according to St. John, q 
is the light and life of men: light in the t 

mind by the knowledge of him ; life in the i 

heart by his love. To know him and to 5 

love him is life in reality: he who -knows \ 
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him not and loves him not is dead in God’s 
sight, although before men he may have 
the credit of being alive. But man cannot 
know him nor love him but by means of 
that light and that love which he himself 
gives : And it is in truth he who lives in 
us, when we belong to him, (John, 3.) 
Man , says the holy precursor, can receive 
nothing but what is given him from heaven, 
(John, 1.) and we receive all from the 
plenitude of Jesus Christ. In a word, it 
I is by him that grace was merited and pro- 
cured for iuan. 

There has remained in us, ever since 
the fall of our first parents, such extreme 
weakness, so strong an inclination to 
evil, and such an aversion to good, that, 
.according to St Prosper, (Poem, p. 4.) 
man id not able even to lift up his eyes to 
the sovereign light, because he is hood- 
winked; he is become a captive . to the 
tyta&t of his sold; the angel of darkness 
2 Q 
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has so stripped him of ; the good will iof ( 
God, as not to leave him this one* adva®* i 
tage to know that he is sick, and to ibe t 
acquainted with the dangerousness ofiWs i 
wounds: insomuch that unless the graed i 
of our Divine Mediator be given its, vrd i 
can neither know the evils which surround j 
us, nor shun them: neither disdem the good * 

we ought to do, nor duly accomplish it | 
For this reason we must> etor attach i 
ourselves to J esus Christ, and unceasingly 
have recourse to God through his merits, 
for the obtaining this inestimable gift of 
grace, which he has procured for us by his 
sufferings and his death. He voluntarily 
becanie our advocate tend our mediator 
with Ms father, and it is by himthat God 
receives our prayers and. our sacrifices, it 
is by him that they become effectual in our 
behalf. Hence, at the conclusion of every 
prayer, the church professes to crfferthte 
petition through Jesus Christ- '-our Lord: 
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ftnd by her example she teaches us to use 
no other mode of prayer ; never to present 
ourselves before Almighty God but in com- 
pany with Jesus Christ; never to make 
him any offering, nor askxany thing of him> 
hat what is worthy to be offered arid to be 
aakechfbr hy< this. Divine Saviour. Iu him 
the etemal Father places, all his affection 
and ? dub ? complacency ; loves us only in 
himr:r and he. oannot regard us otherwise 
than with abhorrencewhenever we appear 
in his presence solitary and unaccompanied 
by our Mediator : but when he beholds us 
in Jesus Christ* . and beholds Jesus Christ 
in us, he can refuse us nothing : neither his 
love,, nor his, graces, nor his kingdom. 

Iiet us then belong to Jesus, and all 
things* will belong to us. Can the Father 
refuse any thing to his Son, or to those to 
whom: he has given his Son? Let us love 
Jesus (Christ, and God will love us : he 
UriU:enterJnto us ; he will make kip dwel- 
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ling ih us; he •will possess us.' Wliat 
motives for confidence, for love, ' for grati- 
tude! Can there be any thing to apprehend 
from a protection so effectual ? * Who, says 
St Paul, shall dare to condemn the elect of <| 
God ? (Rom. 8.) Jesus Christ died ; and ■, 

also rose again : he is at the right hand of 1 

God, where he intercedes for u& > If we ‘i 

have a God for us; who will dare to be i , 

against us? Yes, let us place idle whole <| 
of our concerns in Ms hands ; let irs leave • 
to him, in foil confidence, whatever is of 
interest to us; let us be guided by.: this t 

Divine Leader: let us execute whatever 
he ordains ; let Us remain in his love; if \ 
you keep my commandments, saitk he,, you j 
will abide in my l&ve, as I . myself have kept , 

the commandments of my Father, and abide | 

in his love, (St. John, 15.) •* j 

' , ' ■ I 

“ Ask of Jesus Christ, in all your prayers, 

“ that he will impart to you his love : with- 


Digitized by Google 


309 


" out his grace no one can love him: and 
“ it is by the Holy Ghost who has been 
“ given to us that charity is diffused into 
“ oar hearts , (Rom. 5.) To ask him for 
" this charity is to ask for every thing: 

* and not to rnk it, is in one sense not to 
“ mk for \ any .thing; became without it, 
‘Vaccordingto St. Parcl, we arte nothing; 
“ even though we were to give all we have 

* ho >the poor, way even our bodies to be 
u bwrn t ” (lCar>13ij) 

If any bm Idvenot JesusChrist, let him 
be m anathema* (1 Coir. 16.) 

If I owe myself and all I have to God 
for hisbaving created me > what is' there 
that I can give to him fat having redeemed 
me ; and for his having done it in so won-* 
derfid a manner,, so as to deliver , his mtfn 
Son to death for Use sake of a sinner 
like me? 
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GE THE IMITATION OR OUR LORb JEsfjS 
CHRIST. 1 \ 

I. — SUCH is the extreme weakness, of 
man, in consequence of his fail, thaty 
unless he be supported by powerful aidy 
he falters at every step. The » grace 
Jesus Christ affordSf him the necessary 
strength and interior vigour* by > which he 
is enabled to support himself and advance 
onwards in the road to salvation. But the 
sight of creatures, and .above all bad 
example, is. continually weakening him, 
and drawing him back again into sin. He 
stands in need therefore of great examples 
of virtue, and of objects that may serve as 
a counter-attraction to such great tempta- 
tions. Through the impressions of the 
senses he falls, he must therefore be upheld 
by impressions of an opposite nature. The 
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sight of the world, which ought to carry 
him towards God, distracts and corrupts 
him ; the sight then of a God incarnate, 
dwelling among men, raised upon a cross 
and holding out examples of every species 
of virtue* must call him back to himself, and 
make him see with his eyes what it is he 
ought to be. The corruption of his heart, 
joined to bad examples and scandals, 
whieh surround him, are two weights 
which hinder him from following the at- 
tractions of grace, he of course stands in 
need of a copy for imitation ; the contem- 
plation of which, in conjunction with the 
holy desires which the Holy Ghost excites 
in the interior man, may animate him, 
strengthen him, and bear him on to good. 

Man, says St. Austin, stood in need of 
a guide whom he might follow without 
fear of being led astray. He could not 
trust himself to a sinful man, blind like 
himself, such as every man was. The 
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guide .whom lie deeded was n® other than 
God; and, him he could not see, -neither 
did he know him. Wherefore It was need* 
Ail that God should makehimself visible* 1 
and place himself tupoag corporal and den*' 
fiihle olyeote, in orderto reclaunman 'from ' 
that dissipation into which the Vie»f>o£ 
these, dungs .had thrown him,; ahd'tooset 
.before Ins eyes a model which he trarght - 
follow with /perfect confidence.' - i,NoW^4hi*l 
model is tbe Son of God- anode mam < i 1 < ' uu I 
God, according to )St‘. Paul; itus pre- 
desfiimd ; his efact to be made conformable 
to the image xf his san, (Rom. 8.) This 
conformity is .not acquired but by imi- 
tating him: and therefore no Man can be 
sawed' imlfess' he imitate the copy set by 
Jesne Christ : t the whole of whose life was 
nothing else (says St. Austin;) feht one 
continued instruction\fof the direction Of 
our Conduct; and we atoly sin; inasmuch 
as We wander, from the imitation' of Mis life 
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and example, (Lib. de vera Relig. c. 16.) 
His life is so much our rule, says again 
this same father, (L. de Cate. Redib. c. 22.) 
that the only way to sin is to desire what 
he despised, or to endeavour to shun what 
he chose to suffer- He contemned all the 
goods of this life, in order to teach us to 
contemn them : he suffered all its evils, in 
order, to give us courage to support them. 
In being bom of a virgin, espoused to a 
labouring artisan, he did away with all the 
pride of nobility and descent He chose 
to be poor, that he might teach Os not to 
glory in riches : he was not willing to let 
himself be made king, in order to teach ns 
humility and to cure 'us of all pride. He 
suffered hunger, thirst and fatigue in his 
joumeyings ; he was as one deaf and dumb 
under the outrages of the people: he suf- 
fered himself to be bound in chains : he 
permitted himself to be whipped: under- 
went tile punishment of the cross and also 
2 R 
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death, that h/e plight give us examples 
Under all circumstance^, and that he might 
medt for us the grace to imitate thejn. 
§t. John says, that he who professes to 
abide in Jesus Christ, must himself walk as 
Jesus Christ has walked, (1 John, 2.) He 
has given us an example , thq.t keeping in 
mind what he has done, we do the like also, 

cstMn, 13.) ' ; - r 

8 .— Be ye therefore followers of God, as 
most dear children, (Eph. 5.) We have 
received through . C/hQst a new being, and 
we are become new creatures by his grace. 
Such then, as the being is, such also must 
be the life and actions of that being; and 
we ought in all things to bepr the maths of 
the new man, which is, Jesus Christ. jLetus 4 
then continually have opr eyes fixed upon 
this divine model, that we may learn to 
regulate our lives after his, .and to exhibit 
him in ouraelves by an imitation .of bis 
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virtues. For this end we must, with Jestife, 
despise the glory of the World, its richeS 
and its pleasures ; and With hihi embrace 
humility, pehance and labolir; bfe COhtfeht 
when men depreciate and despise us ; love 
poverty and the inconveniences attendant 
oh it ; feel pleasure in crosses ahd afflic- 
tions ; or at least, sufler with submission 
and patience: be united to him, whether 
it be in acting or in enduring ; and fh all 
things adhpt his spirit that spirit Will 
ho doubt produce in us the s'athe desires 
and the salhe dispositions which it pro- 
duced in him. 

But, alas f the whole of the desires Of 
Jesus Christ wefe for heaVen, and the 
Whole of duds are for this earth : all hi* 
thoti'ghts Were directed 'to Cod ; and all 
ours are directed to this world. Judge hy 
this "whether "We are Christians ! Men are 

Willin'^ tO imitate Jesus Christ in those 
parts of "his lift which arte considered glo- 
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jious and honourable ; but when contempt i 
and persecutions present themselves, then \ 
they love not the imitation. They keep i 
him company willingly on .Mount Thabor; i 
and they say, with St. Peter, “ Here it ' is \ 
well:” but scarcely is there any One who i 
is found willing to be with him on Calvary. < 
This is not to follow Christ; it is to follow | 
one’s own self: it is not to be guided >by ! 
his spirit; but by the spirit of the world : i 

it is to divide Jesus Christ*: an & whoever \ 
divideth him belongs not to him, (Uohn, 4.) | 

The gospel is not separable: and to receive i 
no more of it than what is pleasing to us, | 
is to reject it wholly. The Son of God | 
made himself man for no other reason than 
to annihilate himself and to suffer; and 
the glory to which he has been raised is no 
other than the recompense of his humilia- | 
tions and death. His design is, that we i 
merit the like gloty by the cross said by 
humiliations. Man wiH never be able to 
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separate ^\fiat God, in the person of his 
i Son, has so intimately united. The whole 
, of. the gospel is so interwoven with the 
* cross, that the apostle -calls it, the word of 
> the crow, (1 Cor. 1.) And, when he preaches 
the i gospel, he protests that he preaches 
w&iiiimj hikt Christ crucified: and he also 
/declares that he knows no other, (1 Cor. 2.) 

/ To he willing then to follow Jesus in those 
io£ Ws options which appear splendid, and 
•wherein he receives honour from man ; and 
not when he is despised, calumniated, per- 
secuted and crucified,, is to renounce the 
gospel ' it is to renounce the glory and the 
kingdom of Jesus Christ. . 

3.— J fife who followeth Jews Christ , walk- 
eth not in darkness (St. John, 8.) ; the 
idarkness of ignorance .and sin. He enjoys 
itm light;; not an ; unfruitful light without 
, effect, hut a light that giveth life ; a light 
wlrnh kinfileth in hifc heart ihefire of the 
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Htily Ghost : a light, ©fWHich charity is 
the principle. To imitate this Divine Sa- 
viour, is to have wisdom itself for a guide : 
his ways are luminous and his path's safe. 

• Following thbse paths, we are conducted 
ante true life; because the guide is truth 
itself, which leads to a happy and eternal 
fife : a life which, according to St.-Austin, 
is no other than an inexpressible joy Which 
is relished in truth. Hence, not to fblfow 
Christy is to walk in the crooked ways of 
blitfddess and Of darkness, which ‘can only 
head to an- eternal death, 1 hoWeVer strait 
they may appear to man. F6r to be saved, 
it is not enough- feat We lead a life of 
decency and regularity: when we take not 
fee spirit of Jesus along wife ns; When we 
make net- a point Of following him by 
humility, and by a sincere renunciation of 
Cttfectves arid -of fee things ef this Worid, 
all feat probity and ‘external 1 'riffee, so 
Wfech admired -itt fee World, is nothing 
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else than 9 Tain philosophy and deceitful 
illusion. 

The principal pursuit of a Christian upon 
earth ought to be to study Jesus Christ; to 
follow him step by step, to meditate upon 
his life his options, his examples, his views, 
his motives: in these, np tiring will be 
found defective, nothing doubtful, nothing 
uncertain. To have a master and a guide 
whom we can follow in all things, without 
danger of being Jed .astray, is an advantage 
not only, rare and, scarce, but one which is 
nowhore-else to he frund. Who can-con- 
vict him of error or of sin? - His doctrine 
and Jne actions are, beyond the reach of re- 
proach- Out . of his sacred mouth no word 
ever proceeded, which could lead* to decep- 
tion; in his speech there was nothing 
insincere, nothing equivocal. Even his 
most mortal enemies, at the time that they 
clamoured , against him, as being .one who 
misled the people by his iudhkpd doctrine. 
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were forced to . acknowledge that to teach 
the way of God in truth was characteristic 
of all he said. In fine, on whatever side 
his conduct is examined, every thing is 
found to be holy, every thing praise-worthy, 
every thing deserving of imitation. What- 
ever he did, and whatever he suffered^ was 
for us; and it ought all to be again 
fested in us. It availeth nothing to ho. A 
Christian by halves. , t ; , 

Every one of us must exhibit i^our lives 
a living copy of this divine original, if yre 
wish to have a share in his kingdom. To 
follow Christ in part, and in part the world, 
is to renounce -Jesus Christ, and to give 
one’s self up entirely to the enemy. They 
are two masters, whom no one can serve 
at the same time. Their spirit and their 
sentiments are not more opposite than are 
their usages and customs. The reason why 
people follow the practices of the children 
of this world, is, because they are held by 
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the spirit of the world* had they the spirit 
of' Jesus Christ, they would not follow 
them. That spirit cannot be within, and 
notpianifevSt itself outwardly; for therein 
experienced in this holy spirit so much 
sWefefhess and attraction, that all taste for 
that which is derived from the corruption 
atifl’ tatifty f o{ the "world is quickly lost. 
How Shall it be possible any longer to run 
after the onions of Egypt, after muddy 
watersi’ ironce we but taste this hidden 
manha? But to taste J esus Christ, we must 
possess him, and whoever belongs not to 
him is incapable of comprehending his 
sweetness : indeed, to such a one, all at- 
tempt to describe it must prove fruitless. 

“ Examine yourselves and see whether you 
“ have the spirit of Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 13.): 
“ if his spirit is in you , it will shew itself in 
“ the whole of your conduct , and you will 
“ experience its workings in your interior . 

2s 
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“ Watch carefully the motions of your in - 
“ terior, lest you fall front your present 
" elevation by suffering the impressions off 
“ this holy spirit to be effaced from your 
hearts ” 

If any one will come after me, let him 
renounce himself, let him take up Ms cross 
daily, and follow me, (Luke, 9.) *to follow 1 
Mm is to imitate Mm. ' . n i 

In Vain do I glory in the name of Chris- 1 
tian, if I imitate not Jesus Christ, (Si. 1 
JJem.) 3 

• ' . 1 • - • • . * 
' ' • 3 

' • i 

... * M? ii 

* . • •* » 
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OF THE LOVE OF OUR NEIGHBOUR. 

.''1 / . 

1.— -THERE is nothing that Jesus more 
strpngly recommends than the love of our 
neighbour. He has particularly made it 
the subject of his command ; and he has 
hims^lfgiven throughout such striking ex- 
aipples of it, that it is not possible for a 
person to dispense with himself from com- 
plying with the injunction, and from ins- 
tating Jesus Christ in this point, without 
renouncing his gospel and all hope of his 
promises. This commandment I give you , 
that you love me another as I have loved 
you , (St. John, 15.) That is to say, that 
you love one another, so as to be prepared 
to die for one another, if need be, in the 
same manner as I love you so as to die for 
you. What greater love can there be than 
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to give one’s life for one’s friend? He j 

gave his life even for Ms enemies, when n 

he immolated Mmself for us on the cross* 

We have had a p^oof of the Idve of Gad v 
towards us, (says St. J ohn,) in that he gave * 
his life for us ; and wb YilSo must give hit \ 
lives for our brethren, (1 John y 8$ ,j 

who shall shut up his heart dnd Msbowete < <i 
from his neighbour and ; shall reffose -hirii s 
aid in his necessity, neither^ lovei^^his ^ 
neighbour nbr his God. ! Ho# shallthat ,j, 
man be said to IbVe his neighbour,* f who, f 
far from being billing to 'lay down his life „ 
for him, lifter the example of Christy will* Sf 
hot eveii give him a piece of bread ? ' ' * And 4 
how does he Ibvie God, \Vho' disobeys God, g 
in violating ohe bf MS greatest cbiwmihtl- ,j 
ments, and who loves hot the verjr persoh 
for whom God has she#n shbh excess of 5 | 
love, as to give to him his only Son, in de- ^ 
livering him up to death for hi to : as tobe ^ 
willing to elevate hiih to the rank of being j 
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alc&iild of Godt nhy, to create him for the 
purpose ^f possessing God -eternally ? It 
ia*4» insult God, not to love the person 
whom fie himself lbVeth with stxch singular 

i t r i. i . ........ . 

v.- So many and such powerful motives will 
not doubt couipel us to love our neighbour ;• 
Mot through motives- of interest, or because 
it- is necessary, useful or agreeable.; that 
would be to love him ds we love the beasts 
or* inanimate things, and such a love would 
not be charity, but a shameful cupidity } 
but compel us to love him as Jesus Christ 
' loved uS:to liave his salvation in view 
before all things; to love -nothing in him 
but God atone) his gifts and his grates. 
It in in this disposition that we are bobnd 
" to procure for him -whatever may contribute 
to his sanctification ; to rejoice at his suc- 
cess ; shkre with him as far we can in his 
reverses am) losses : to console him in his 
afflictions ; to assist him in his necessities. 
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and to rescue him in his failings: to enter- 
tain a good opinion of his intentions, w^en 
the means of ascertaining them precisely 
are wanting : to protect him against injus- 
tice : to speak favourably of him when men 
are disposed to disparage him : in a word* 
to love him in reality; to let that love ap- 
pear, not in words only, but in deeds ap4 
effects. For it is a great illusion to profess 
to love him, and at the same time to seek 
to avoid being put to any incpnyenie#ce 
for him; and to make, po effort towards 
assisting him in his necessities. Charity 
consisteth not in fair words, but in a good 
will : and this good >vill cannot remain 
without effects, when we are in a situation 
to do a neighbour some benefit. In a word, 
charity is never inactive. 

2— Jesus Christ commands us to love our 
neighbour as ourselves - 9 ($t. Mark, 12. 31*) 
And what is it truly to love ourselves? It 
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is to desire to possess sovereign happiness* 
and to labour to attain it. Therefore to 
wish the same happiness to our neighbour* 
and to contribute as much as in us lies 
towards helping him to obtain it, is to love 
him as ourselves : and to love him in this 
manner is, according to St. Paul, to fulfil 
all the commandments that relate to our 
neighbour, (Rom. 13.) Acquit yourselves , 
says he, of your debt to each one , owing 
nothing but the love in which all are bound 
to each other . The commandments that 
regard our neighbour are all comprised in 
the few words, “ Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself ” The love which one has 
for one’s neighbour, will not allow any 
wrong to be done him: neither will it allow, 
says St Austin, any occasion of doing him 
a service to be suffered to pass by, without 
profiting of it. 

Thus love is the fulfilment of the law : 
and it is not possible that any one should 
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fake away from the person whom he sin- 
oerely loves; either his goods or his repu-r 
tatiobi; bis honour, bis wife, or his life, or 
anj thing that is his. He wiH not deceive 
him! by falsehood or artificer be' Will not 
pabs'sentehce on him without grounds, nor 
judge him rashly : ; be will not a,t any time 
wish evil to him: in a word, ho will do 
him all thg good which, unde; similar cirr 
earn stances, he himself would look fof from 
Others r he will deal with him in ah things 
as with himself, and ashe would wish to 
he dealt with by others. 

- ^genuine loye, of our neighbour is inr 
separable from tbO lot© of Gfod. ; Jt haa 
the love of God for its principle and motive. 
A rOal love of our neighbour wishes him 
the enjoyment of God: lovos hiiP*i because 
God desires him his own; beenuuoho 
belongs to God; or in order, to procure 
him the happiness of belonging tp him, if 
be does not already enisy that happiness. 
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And this ijs what it is truly to love God; 
to love bis law; to desire that he be known, 
loved and served. Wherefore, to lpve pur 
neighbour in this manner is to accomplish 
whatever God commands; and to lpve him 
in this manner, and at the same time vip? 
late the law of God, are two things wholly 
incompatible. It w as this that made St, 
John say, that he who, loves his brother 
remains in the light, and that in such a one 
scandal hath no place, (I John, 2.) The 
charity we entertain, for our neighbour 
covereth a multitude of sins, and effaces 
them from before God’s sight, (I Pet- 4.) 
consequently it is the fidfilment of the 
commandments, the accomplishment of 
the law. 

3. — St. Thomas notices three conditions 
which ought to go along with the love of 
our neighbour : the first is, that this lore 
be holy. Now this cannot be without its 
2 T 
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having a reference to God. If we wisfy 
him the goods of this world instead of those 
of heaven, our love is not holy, and it is 
not charity. It is his body, and not his 
soul, that we love: for if we loved his. 
soul, we should wish him before all things 
the virtues of religion, the grace and lovo, 
of God ; the kingdom of heaven. . t 

A second condition of the love of our 
neighbour is, that it be just. There must; 
be no injustice done to the prejudice of the 
person beloved, nor in his behalf. It must 
not be a love offensive to God : for it can- 
not be lawful to give to a creature what h* 
due only to God: nor to enter into any 
engagements which are sinful, in order to 
please him. And yet how many criminal 
compliances are there for the sake' of those 
who are beloved! how much is not required, 
from those by whom we are beloved] 
What attachments entirely human^ carpal 
and profane, on one side and cm the other! 
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Man gives himself up to his fellow man 
and becomes his slave: that heart which 
ought to belong wholly to God, is given to 
another; and man becomes guilty of a 
kind of idolatry. 

The third condition of the love of our 
neighbour is, that it be sincere and without 
dissimulation. We must not love our 
neighbour for our own pleasure, nor for 
our own advantage : to love him in such 
sort would be to love ourselves, not our 
neighbour. And yet the love of people for 
each other is generally a love of this kind. 
There is seldom found a love truly pure 
and disinterested. It is not God who is 
the cause nor the motive of it: and a proof 
of this is, that we only love those by whom 
we are loved: only those from whom we 
have received favours; our parents* ©ur 
friends, our benefactors, (Matt. 5.) that we 
only do good to those from whom we receive 
good, or hope to receive, (Luke, 6.) So 
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do samel's love, arid also pagafis. That fts 
nbt a Christian love. 

The direction of Je^us Christ tb hid dis- 
ciples is, that they love evdry neighbour 
without exception, be he who he niay ; 
nay, even their Very enemies. By thiri a 
Christian is distinguished ftom an infidel 
and front the people of this world* It is 
not disallowed that we entertain* loVd for 
ohr friends 5 it is out duty to love them in 
a particular manner : it id ah obligation 
which the law of nattite pbints out* arid it 
Would be a sin td neglect it ; but they must 
be loved in Odd aid for God ; and if wd 
love theifi ih this mariner as we oughts we 
shall not confine our love to them only, 
since thd same law which obliges us tb 
love them, obliges us at the shine time to 
extend our charity to all sdrts of persons* 
Unless we dd this, our love is hot a Christ 
tiaii charity: not a charity which in de- 
serving of a reward. It is not therefor* a* 
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sift to ldVe do# friends, but it is a sin to 
kite nolle but oor Mends*. Such a love of 
them would not be according to Goda 
good jile&stifej since he also Commands 
as to lote all Men. To observe the law ihr 
one point and break it in another, is ftot 
to observe the law. It is, according to the 
scriptures, to be as guilty as he who violates 
it wholly, (James, 2.) 

“ Mate it your serums study to do no* 
“ thing that may be offensive to charity : to 
“ do for youir neighbour all that you would 
“ wish him to do for you , according to the 
“ rules given; ctiid never out Of complaisance 
“ to do any thing for any one whomsoever 
“ Which may be sihful in the tight <ff God . 

If any one My, I love God, and hateth 
his brother * he is d liar , (1 John, 4*)} for 
horn shall he who loveth not his brother 
whom he sesth, be capable of loving God 
wkstn kB does hot tee? 
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If we love one another, God remaineth tt 
in us, and his love is perfected in us, ti 
(ibid.) 

Love is theonly thing whioh distinguish es Sl 

the children of .God from the children of j, 
Satan, (St. Austin.) (|i 

(K 
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ON . THE LOVE OF ENEMIES. l 


1. — -SINCE ‘the gospel commands us to 1 
love our neighbour for God’s sake; and 
commands also that nothing ever separate 
us from this sovereign good ; so nothing-. ' 
ought ever to separate us from our neigh- 
bour. If we be truly dead to ourselves. 
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and to our passions, as good Christians 
ought to be, the ill treatment of others will 
move us little on our own account, but a 
great deal with regard to them: because 
in offending us they cannot hurt us unless 
we choose; while they hurt themselves 
exceedingly by the sin which they commit. 
Wherefore Jesus Christ commands us to 
love our enemies , to bless those who curse 
us; to do good to those who hate us; to 
pray for those who persecute and calum- 
niate us, (Matth. 5.) If your enemy be 
hungry, says the apostle, give him to eat; 
if he be thirsty , give him to drink; for in 
so doing you will heap coals of fire upon his 
head, (Rom. 12.) By these proofs of your 
charity you will compel him to love you : 
you will induce him by your patience to 
enter into himself, and to lay aside his 
hostility : you will by your good deeds 
draw down upon him the fire of the Holy 
Ghost. Suffer yourselves then not to be 
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overcome by the evil which your enemy 
lines you ; but labour to overcome it by 
iniiking him a return of good. f 

Heceive the injury done you, as a favourr 
able means put in your way by Almighty 
Cod, whereby to expiate your sum; bearing 
.with the evil oUt of a love for God. Consi- 
der it too as an effect of the devil’s malice, 
that invisible enemy who seduces those 
who wish evil to you. CaH to mind those 
words, that judgement without mercy wiU 
be to Mm, who mglecteth to shey) mercy, 
(James, 2.) This is not a council, but an 

inviolable law. God will .deal with US as 
we shall deal with our enemies: if we hate 
them, he too will hate us; if we pardon 
not them, neither will be pandon us : and 
if we seek to revenge ourselves* we must 
expect no other of him, than to feel also 
the effects of his vengeance. It is the 
gospel itself which tolls ns so. He who 
seeks vengeance, says the wise man, will 
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feel the vengeance of the Lord, and God 
will store up his sins against him for ever, 
(Eccl. 28.) Shall a man entertain anger 
against his fellow man, and yet dare to ask 
God to be merciful ? For a man like to 
himself he has no compassion ; and shall 
he dare to ask for his own sins to be par- 
doned? Remember your last end, and 
cease to nourish enmity against any one. 
7*0 be hated is not a sin, but to hate one’s 
neighbour is a very great sin. It is not a 
misfortune to have enemies, but it is a 
great misfortune to be an enemy to any 
one. For this reason an ancient father 
says, “ that a Christian is one that is an 
enemy to nobody:” so that our enemies 
are much worse off than we are, and are 
more to be pitied than hated. It is even a 
great good to have enemies, when their 
enmity arises from our having been faithful 
to our duty: and when we willingly forgive 
them their offences against us. 

2 u 
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2. — Our Saviour Christ ordains this in 
that prayer which he has left us in the gos- 
pel : and we every day ask God to forgive 
us as we forgive others. This is the rule: 
Forgive and you shall be forgiven. Christ 
only forgives on condition that we also for- 
give frotn otrr hearts, (Luke, 6.) To say 
this prayer at a time when we are not in 
charity with our enemy, is to pray God 
not to pardon us, and not to love ns : and 
what more dreadful than such an impreca- 
tion. The Son of God died for us even at 
the time when we were his enemies; and 
he requires also that for the love of him we 
forgive our enemies, and that we be at all 
times ready to do them ail the Service in 
our power. They have offended us, and 
we have offended him. The transgressions 
which they have committed against us, have 
no proportion with the sins which we have 
committed against him. Nothing therefore 
is more just, nor more to our advantage, 
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than that we should pardon them. Failing 
to do this, we shall have great reason to 
dread that terrible sentence pronounced 
upon the cruel servant in the gospel, who, 
after a debt of ten thousand talents had 
been remitted to him, would not himself 
remit to his fellow servant a much less 
sum, (Matt. 18.) Know, says J esus Christ, 
that in suck manner mil my Father deal 
with you, if you pardon not your brethren 
from your hearts. 

Men frequently say, they forgive wil- 
lingly : that they wish no evil to their 
enemy, but that they cannot bring them- 
selves to see him; to make the first ad- 
vances ; to proffer their services. This is 
not forgiving from the heart. There is 
nothing of sincerity in such speeches : and 
it is but falling into the miserable state of 
that servant who had not pity. There is 
lodged at the bottom of the heart a remnant 
of hatred, a secret resentment, preventing 
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the parties offending from being regarded 
with complacency, for the heart is shat to 
them. Cast away then all resentment: 
love from the bottom of your heart: ( atnd 
give proofs of it by deeds Of kindness. 
Without this you will look in vain tbr mer- 
cy at the hands of the Sovereign Judge- 

3. — In order to be saved, it Ivill by no 
means be enough, to have loved our friends, 
our parents, those to whom we are under i 
obligations, nor to have done gOdd services 
to these: for all this nothing more is 
necessary than self-love, inclination, grati- 
tude: in all this there is nothing more than 
what heathens and publicans did. 

Christianity reads to us a lesson of much 
greater perfection : and in order to be chil- 
dren of God, it obliges lis to lOvO even our 
enemies, and to return good for evil; God 
causes the sun td rise upbn'th & good and 
the bad , (Matth. 5.) He is good td those 
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Who serve him and to those who offend 
him : the children must be like unto their 
father : and those who distribute all their 
favours among their friends, without con- 
cerning themselves about the rest of man- 
kind* have reason to fear that God will 
one > day reject them as aliens and disown 
them as illegitimate. If God had not loved 
us at the time when we were his enemies, 
we 'Should not be his children: and we 
cease to be so, from the moment that we 
cease to imitate him. 

Let us not imagine that this command- 
ment is impossible. .God is fully acquaint- 
ed with our weakness : he is full of good- 
ness ; and he knows how far his conde- 
. scendance for us ought to go : but he well 
knows also what we are able to do when 
< aided, by his grace; and he commands 
\ nothing that is impossible. He reminds 
ns indeed, by one of his apostles, that what 
he requires of us is not painful , (1 John, 5.) 


Digitized by Google 



34-2 


because the love which he diffuses in our 
hearts renders his yoke easy and. his burthen* 
light. He only wishes that we do what hi 
within our power by the strength which ho 
puts into us, and that we pray to be en-? 
abled the more, where our strength is yet 
insufficient True it is, that in itself there 
is nothing more difficult than to love sun 
enemy ; that nothing is more repugnant to 
corrupt nature : but Jesus died that he 
might merit for us grace tp be able to do 
it: he has been the first to set us the ex r 
ample : and }f we reply that he is a God, 
and that we are but weak men, he silences 
the remonstrance, by shewing us striking 
examples of men like ourselves who have 
performed with readiness and alacrity what 
to us appears to be impossible. 

Joseph saved the lives of his brethren 
who had sought to take t away his ; he re- 
ceived with cordiality and kindness the 
very same persons who with so mucl^hard- 
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heartedness and inhumanity had sold him 
to slavery ; and such also was David’s be- 
haviour towards Saul, his greatest enemy. 
St. Stephen prayed with admirable charity 
for those who stoned him. These examples 
will condemn us at the last day, unless we 
shall have imitated them: excuses then 
will not avail us. 

Notwithstanding this, the greatest part 
of Christians in these days entertain great 
confidence of their salvation, while they 
act directly contrary to what Jesus Christ 
has so expressly laid down, and what all 
the saints have performed with such abun- 
dant charity. Every one loves his friend^, 
his benefactors: but as to the rest of men, 
they are regarded only with indifference: 
and as to enemies, mankind consider it a 
great effort if they omit to do them all the 
harm in their power. It is a foolish attempt 
to seek to blind one’s self in this point. 
The injunction of Jesus Christ Is, that 
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they be loved in reality and from the heart: 
that they be made to feel the effects of a 
sincere good will: that the love shewn to 
them manifest itself not in words only but 
in works. We must wish well to them, 
and do them as much service as we are 
able: we must pray for them and speak 
favourably of them, whenever we can do it 
without offending against truth : we must 
help them as occasion presents itself, with 
our goods, with our services, and with our 
whole means. 

“ Beseech God frequently that he would 
“ excite in you a disposition of . mind always 
“ to pardon whatever offences may be done 
“ against you : to forget injuries: to banish 
“ from your heart all spite , all hostility , 
“ all desire of revenge and all seeking to 
“ gratify animosity, of whatever nature it 
“ may be: in a word, to render for evil 
“ good” 
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Father, says Jesus Christ, pardon then; 
for they bum not what they do, (Luke, 23.) 

Lord, cried out holy Stephen, lay wot 
this sin to their charge, (Acts, 7.) 

Every one that hateth his brother, is a 
murderer; and no murderer has in him the 
life of grace, (1 J ohn, 3.) 


Dag* 

OF FERVOTJR IN THE SERVICE OF GOD. 

I. — GOD trills that he he served in at 
manner worthy of him: worthy of his good- 
ness, worthy of his infinite holiness, worthy 
of his mercies to ns, worthy of the vronders 
which he has performed for our salvation. 
From all eternity he has thought of ns, has 
2 x 
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loved us, has made choice of us 1 . He give 
his Son in the flesh for the purpose of exe- 
cuting his plans of mercy towards us : he 
delivered him over to death for us: he gave 
him to be our leader : in him he has adopt 1 
ed us to be his children: the Son of God 
has himself given himself to us for nourish- 
ment: he has communicated his spirit U6 
us for our safeguard and sanctification. 
Can any body invent for charity greater 
enlargement? And after such extraordinary 
favours, shall it be possible for us to be 
cold and negligent in his service ? To be 
so would be a great ingratitude and a great 
infidelity. Remember, says St. Paul, that it 
is the Lord whom you serve, and keep your- 
selves in the fervour of the spirit, (Rom. 12 1 .) 
Conceive a horror for the crime of ingrati- 
tude. Fear to draw upon yourself the ‘curse 
which is pronounced against those who’ do 
the work of God negligently: for it ts the 
work of God, the work of your salvation. 
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To the first Christians the Holy Ghost 
communicated himself under the figure of 
fire, to shew with what promptitude and 
fervour we are to serve Almighty God. 
Jesus Christ says that he came to bring fire 
upon , the earthy (Luke, 12.) that fire of 
charity which he wishes to see increased 
more and more. He felt an eager desire 
to accomplish the baptism of his blood, 
that he might wash our souls therein and 
so complete the work of our redemption* 
It was the ardour of his love for us which 
caused in him this eagerness, and we can- 
not otherwise shew a corresponding eager- 
ness than by fervour in his service; that 
fervour which is a great gift of his grace, 
and which is not to be obtained but by 
humble prayer, prayer oft repeated. I ran; 
says Davids in the. way of thy command- 
ments, when thou hadst expanded my 
heart, (Ps*ll&) ; This expansion is the 
effect of bis love being poured into opr 
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hearts: arid from this same Jove’ femur 
is produced. A Christian soul most pray 
frequently, and ask for new infusions of 
fink lore, that his heart which the- love of 
creatures is ©ontinoally contractings being 
enlarged, it may be disposed to servehist 
with a fuller and mere perfect goad wail ( 
and to say with the apostle* The love <jf 
Jems invites us to live nb louder for etv> 
selves, nor for the world ; but forlorn, who 
died and rose again for our sake*, (2 Coo . «».) 

* *- % 

2.— There is nothing which tends mere 
to animate us in the service of God, than 
the consideration of the great examples of 
fervour which are to bo found m the Oid 
and New Testament : and we cumM rbad 
too often the histories of Abraham; of Job, 
of Moses, of David, of the holy Prophets, 
of the Maccabees, of Eterwr, of the seven 
Martyrs and their pious mother;- arirdl 
as what St Paul baa written in praiso of 
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aO Many, food persons of the old law, in 
the eleventh chapter of his Epistle to the 
Hebrews, in enter to reanimate their dying 
forth and to souse them to new fervour. 
Zaodbaane in. tit* gospel gives us a strong 
example of fervour by the readiness and 
joy'With which he runs to see Jesus Christ: 
he receives faun into his house, promises to 
give half of his goods to the poor; and in 
ease he may have done injustice to anyone, 
he engages to restore it to them sevenfold. 
The sinful woman teaches us to seek Jesus 
with an eagerness that disregards all hu- 
man respect; to bewail our sins in his 
presence with a lively detestation, to atone 
for them without hesitation by humiliations, 
and by observances corrective of our fail- 
ings. And the centurion teaches us not to 
approach to our Redeemer but with a pro- 
found humility and a holy fear, which is 
tfce mazk of a mind wholly given up to him. 
Rot these is nothing more edifying than to 
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see wifhwhat promptitude the holy virgin, 
after conceiving in her womb the Son of 
God, goes to visit her cousin Elizabeth* 
and remains three months with her, assist- 
ing her in her wants. The whole life of 
this holy mother of God was a true model 
of Christian fervour: and, according tqSt* 
Ambrose, Jesus Christ points out to us, 
by the example of this admirable virgin, 
that his spirit endures not languor , and 
negligence in what is done for his, service,; 
that his grace is an enemy to tardiness 
and delay. 

Who must not blush to see that fhe 
world is served with so much ardour, and 
Jesus Christ with such lukewarmness and 
indifference, even by those who make pro* 
fession of being his disciples?; In observ- 
ing our insensibility and indolence one 
might be led to conclude that, pfaU masn 
ters, he is the only one whose service, 4s 
uninteresting ; that he is hee^ess.of the 
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attendance of his servants and backward 
in rewarding them. Other masters speak 
and in a moment they are obeyed; their 
orders are executed with dispatch: to 
please the world nothing is forgotten : it is 
courted on all sides by every attention and 
assiduity, while in the service of Jesus 
Christ all is inactivity and lethargy : leav- 
ings and remnants are his portion; and 
frequently nothing more than what is outside 
and empty appearance. What ingratitude ! 
What contempt! What injustice! 

3. — Lukewarmness is one of the faults 
which most displease the Son of God; and 
it is more dangerous than people imagine. 
A soul that is lukewarm, if it is not already 
fallen into the deep abyss, is on the point, 
of falling into it, for it is on the edge of 
the precipice. I wish , says Jesus Christ, 

that thoU wert either wholly cold or wholly 
hot ; but because thou art lukewarm , and 
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it rt neither cold nor hot , I tri# begin to 
vomit thee mt of my mouthy (Apoc. 3,) 
fit. Ambrose understand^ by One who is 
cold, a heathen, who has never been en- 
lightened with the Kght of forkh; and by 
one who is hot, a Christian, whose heart 
is all on fire with the Holy Ghost: ami he 
declares that he who is lukewarm is in a 
worse state than he Who is cold: by which 
he signifies, that a Christian who feels hot 
ike ardour of a lively faith, and who neg- 
lects his Salvation, is worse than an infidel ; 
and that it would be better for him never 
to have received that divine light, which 
xmly Serves to render him more blameabfe 
and entirely inexcusable, than having re- 
ceived it, to make so little use of it. 

It is lukewarmness which makes unpro- 
fitable servants ; which renders ineffectual 
the graces of God and the mysteries of 
Jesus Christ; which prevents the sacra- I 
meats, the examples of virtue, bar own 
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good works, from being of any avail. It 
is this fr omwhetice ingratitude arises; or 
rather, it is ingratitude itself. It is that, 
noesading $o St* Bernard, which dries up 
the source of Gad’s mercies to as, which 
brings on a dreadful dryness and spiritual 
indigence* It is, in fine, what leads to 
hardness of heart, and reduces the soul to 
a rendition in which she is no longer sus-. 
ceptihte of any good impression, 

“ Examine yourself seriously in this point, 
“ and see whether you are not already in 
“ this state of languidness: whether you 
“ have not lost all taste for the word of 
“ God, for piety , for the things of heaven. 
“ If this is the case, labour to extricate 
“ ytmnejf from such a state, a? quickly Us 
“possible, and take the proper means: 
“ these am,pmyer; reflection ton God's 
“judgements; pious reading; meditation 
“ on ttm truths of religion; occupation «md 
2 Y 
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t* industry. ■ Hut above allt things, > flfivef 
* lose sight of the momentum account which 
*• you will have to render* one day* of th « 
o treasures other last , or neglectfd during, 
“ the time that you have lived in a state qf 
“ lukewarmness .! 

Let all things he dome with>xfomtg> 
(1 Cor; 16.) ,ue >.*u 

- Entertain for theiCneateiiofutbc wwW 
as much zeal 'asiyou haffi ifotljln 

world, (St Austin.) < 


- ■ i' ■ 1 e . •* .■ ■■■'■• > i v • 

.QJf DEVOTION TOiTftE BLESSED VIRGIN 
AND THE SAINTS. 

• ■ ' >!!< .1-in ■ i, i - i . . 

“ l.-^-CARE must be taken thatwemake 
an essential distinction between the wor- 
ship which we owe to Gpd - and his Sod 
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Jte&t is Cbrfet/aUd the honowand veneration 
We oiight to pay to the Blessed? Virgin and 
to the Saints. The worship of Almighty; 
Gfod Is grounded upon the sovereignty of 
his essence, and his infinite perfections* 
He is Holiness itself ; Powers Wisdom ; 
©obdfess | Justice : He is essentially and 
by his nature infinitely above any thing 
that Wecatn conceive of great and excellent. 
Consequently the honour: which is due to 
him is a sovereign honour : which consists 
in adoring him with a lmmihty, a love, an 
obedience and a dependance, which places * 
us in a state of nothingness before him : 
in loving him as much as we are able to 
love : in loving him. above all things and 
in all things : in doing homage to him for 
our existence, for every good that 'we posr: 
sess: in sacrificing all to him, and in; 
sacrificing ourselves to his glory. This i# 
what is called? Latria, or Supreme W or- 
ship: a worship; which places, us in the* 
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trifeMliftatJof (d*v«of4jhkl^tbnt Blades tte-k 
seratadeof lowseherycway veinB&wy > , hotyv 
disinterested. - . '•*•.» 

The respect whichwe owa la tha*Hfe3StiJ< 
Virgin and the Saints is a respect of society 
Mid' of charity, which rioitaa aahMld khtdk 
together ia God t so. that <sr«inak&i«Ate8&- 
ther but onefee»*t< aiui.oaesouijob^awfcfht 
same temple, one adorer ; sooth- 

&ce and thesame inininteK>of,sii(nct£oai'iiif- 
getherwithJesiMXhrttt, tho.MamGod^ 
our Sovereign High Priest* auri Mediatory 
oar Saneridoatian. TWahonour w&dkis 
da* to theisahtfis* isgoetiaded opera their 
sanctity aod their merits:.. and <&& their 
sanctity is no other than a partkapationn of 
the gajactuty’of God; atsdvaa it mitt Jiita. 
they hold > whatever merit ; they*, pa&teast; 
and; as they have received all through the 
mediation andsaerite of JosasX^riet;»h 
the' honour which* vr»> pay twilha^uiBintt 
other thaa an a ppend a g e ot >th» honoar-vre 
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fttyte-God.' Itrestenot’with tbe Samta; 
itipassesettllsomithem t»H it leach Abnightjr 
God, as its destined object and final termj 
Hfiedwtaob adorn die Saints as the asthora 
Of thm wiTa exoelfence : that adoration is 
doe to tied alette. It K not to then* thab 
we dfiereaerificn ; that wquto beidoJatry? 
klnknddi'he rendering sovereign honour to 
a i c eea ted faeing. Bub we? join oumelves to 
thfcsr 'in order to adore die author of their 
AukttityMridbf ours? and tootftr sacrifica 
to ban. f < FonBingwiththein bat one body 
in Jesna Ghasgt andene rioting we ascend 
to^idher thrwi^hu mediBtioa to the gave* 
reign anther and hrstieudof every thing, 

" We low them in the same> manner as 
they tevo ns; with a charity that refersto 
Uodbeeaase it camesfraw God. Ihtheoa 
dt haunt the -gifts of God: w* admow 
him iH life Sairits; \re givegierytohiat 
'ftnMbe; wnhdscs: which he haa wrooght in 
thaw. W« ca& <vapam God as thesource. of 
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all graces, and we beseech him to grant td 
us, through the merits' of Jesus Christ,’ 
those graces of which we stand in need.' 
But as we know that the saiiits are MS 
friends, and are allowed ‘a near approach 
to him; that he has frequently lent si fa- 
vourable ear to their petitions in behalf of 
other men, while they yet lived upon this 
earth, we are persuaded that noW, when 
they are united to him in heavteh/ Oxty 
may become powerful mterCerfsors’iri otir 
behalf. It is in this sense and with these 
sentiments that we address ourselves' to 
them, when we are desirous of obtaining" 
some favour, that they may join their 
prayers to ours; that they “may prestent 
them to God; that they may obtaih 1 for utf 
what they have already obtained for fheiri^ 
selves, and what we ask for solely through 
the merits of Jesus Christ. ! * iT 

/ Again, as their sanctity shines at present 
hi its greatest lustre, and is un mixed, with 
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any .defect, we view them as models for 
imitation, , of which we are bound: to exhibit 
in our lives a faithful copy. For this rea- 
son we ask of God grace to imitate them ; 
and we pray to then!, that they will use the 
favour, he deigns them, to procure us that 
grace. 

, 2,— But, as the Blessed Virgin, , by her’ 
quality pf Mother of God, is above all pure 
creatures,, and being virgin and mother at 
the. sarnie time, is favoured with singular 
privileges, we are accustomed to distinguish 
her from all the.other saints. by the . honour 
which we pay to her. These super-eminent 
qualities confer upon her, in the sight of 
God and Jesus Christ her Son, a rank spr 
perior to, that, of all the angels and of all 
the blessed without exception. She alone 
makes a distinct order in herself : and she 
is. therefore, deserving of distinguished ho- 
nour; hut - which , honour is by no means 
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permitted toecpal, nwr to 1»e oeanparedtt i\ 
that which is given t»the I>rriBityt nor to n 
Hat which is doe to ibeadarobie quwttti** s 
ttf Seckwmw, Savioor, Mediator wad tSove* « 
Wight High Priest,’ with Which f«BU»<2l*fat fa 
condescended to iawst himself for< set ii 
sakes. We regard the devotion' «f thd I 
church to God and to oar Saviour ’as absO- 1 * 
lately ’necessary and essential'to rfarligidtt? il 
thedevotion t» sa»to» M tw f ice«si<lfer ! W fa 
he very asefci to tfae'ftytlidhlJhndtrthe^ s 
genus ; a poworftd< reoowtce 'to ^wir aeoss- fa 

atteeB, andaneaeeBtw t eaeiftts to HBtJtmto k. 

themtothe eervise of’Ged/andto for w ard <p 

their advansetnent in fafevntys. - t 

1V»e devotion to' the Messed Vlegia s 
then, iste utrito ourselves te her, ms far as < 
©nr inftfflaity wfll allow, in' the 'love s te h 1 

Vto owe to God‘ to iove her in heHn aril k 

“with 'reference to triai; with a Jove pro*: fa 

portien&te to the wonderf ul and smgfadar fa 
thvowshehasco®fferwd«ponher on: earth' < 
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and WiJuimw; te honoarin heftheejcceb- 
1bbb©jo€ charity of parity, pf humility -mi 
of sanctity ; i < of which he impartedto her, 
above Mill others of the elect, so abnndant 
8.**bate; 4t» admire srith profound respect 
h«s i«*c©mpjw»yte qnality of Mother of the 
$*n of God and Virgin at the-same time£ 
to invoke, h« as Or» Mother, oar Advocate, 
«pr, Patroness, inpropenrtionto themioenoo 
fhsefc* ftR 4U}«HiBfc]o£hef> merits, >«dhe pb»- 
a og a o ? widi AIadghty Ctod, «ko*e than the- 
whole society, of the saantyanked ; to con* 
fidetbatsfce will procure feruBthe greatest 
heips in timo of’oeed^ toimitate her as 
the most perfhct> model of oU virtnoi alter 
Jesus Chprist he* Sen, and as theeopy which 
oamee nearest to tlwt dtyine<«igiiial. • ■ 
Such is Tthe oeenomy of theitrue and- 
substantial devotion of Christians to the 
Blessed Virgin. But to pretend, that the/ 

Mother can be loved and honoured withoat 
r**dering,to/ the Son that supreme tore ®nd- 
.2 z 
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hOnowr, ; which 'aare indispertfeibly • dbo ; 'to 
Um;- til attempt to conte toGod* fetngh i 
the' 1 intercession, of the Mother* ‘without 
the mediation of the >Son ; tosht#' hfer W 
speot without imitating her in her virtues; 
without imitating Jesus Christ ; without 
living according to the rules of his 'Gospel ; 
this would be the greatest andrnoht jpfcr* 
nicious of all iHustona, m v' 

As there is nothing more> aOOeptable'to i 
Jems Christ than that true devoC&n Whieh \ 
is entertained for few- holy Mother* so-dtt I 
nothing is- the Mother -more honoured than i 
by the love which is entertained for her i 
Son. \V e only meet With very few ‘sayings i 

others in the scrotum ; still it maybe said, i 
that ip two words she gives us the whole i 
of the gospel; as when she says. Whatever 
my Son shall, smj to you,' thaii eta -ye, 
(John, 2l)- She spoke little indeed to -man) i 

but it was because she; was ever occupied i 
in listening to the word incarnate, < that shte i 
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might teach ns by her example , to listen to 
himaa console master There was her 
devotion as, in Hs chosen place : and. it is 
her desire, Jio doubt, that all who have 
devotion for her, should place the essence 
of, it tin a like attention to the instructions 
pf.ber Son. Mary , says the Evangelist, 
kept sill tkm words in. her heart T (Luke, 2.) 
She dwelt upon every, the least word, and 
the-,lea«|'>eifleaHUdanoe of her Son’s life; 
And) hethasvehosen to leave in his gospel 
this>exawpletof his holy Mother as. an ex- 
cellent model, for, imitation. - Our devotion 
cannot; be genuine, nor well regulated; 
unless it maintain the characteristic marks 
of. that, of the most holy of all pure 
oreatuea. - 

> 3.~*A11 these characteristics are to be 
found <in the gospel, if we would but take 
the, pains to study it with attention. We 
shall', remark the profound: silence, that 
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silence of adbratkm and attadntoauti; vtfiiob 
dib observes at the sight at theaHuwalietd 
procheding»of herSen; and <rf the reysterwfi 
which sbe witnesses; At the mesnent af 
the inoamlation, sifter having received 'ths 
answer o£ ifes! angel, and having -humbled 
beisdf toy asmramg nor. higher. appeitatiea 
than servant, at the vwy tinw Whent-th* 
angeVdenomimtted her Mettarofihlad/ahs 
betakes herself to horasmstamedisiihnfla 
She goes to Bethefere, that shenmajd obey 
the ordars ef a yagani emperor r i dure ishe 
is despised'; and neoessitatedr-to seek a 
retreat m a' stable; these :she~ bwngfcfwth 
Jtesns Christ; there die bsheUa the dhefn- 
hends and wise atert come and? adore.- this 
Divine Saviour; she presents hhn> forks 
Eternal Father in the temple ; die hears 
great things predicted - of hha*; rsbe>aees 
herself Competed tofly isto-Eg^pk tiadrtb 
aamain there in odder to preserve thcinih&t 
from Herod’s fory. ihn ititntaa ts Hsmi 
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she* MH' him increase in grace mid 
wisdom mow thaw hi «ge^; sms his youth 
advance! i»< obscurity, m poverty, in hu* 
loility; <sbe sees, him ether upm hisnmb- 
uisWy;she follows him; she hears -him 
pttuob in the mktst of oentiadictioes, in 
tfe-midst. of- calumnies, in the midst of 
pvraeeufcions. Beset on all/sides by wicked 
amn, > shemees him die upon a cross ; and 
mail, these' situations, and these various 
eircum stances, the gospel mentions seta 
single word* of hers: there is nothing but 
ritenue throughout thewhoie. .Alt there* 
8mreetMm> of her Sou, she is not brought 
forth to notice with the others t he shews 
himself to his disciples, he ascends to hea* 
ven in their .presence, without a - word of 
her being mentioned. She joins' herself to 
'thair- company and! awaits the coming of 
•tbO Holy 'Ghost like' the least of the faith* 
'folj and she receives him with them. She 
fowitness'to the preachings of the apostles^ 
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sees them persecuted, drivenawuy, 
apd ou ao occasion is she 
to speak or to interfere with ,any. thing .that 
is going on. Throughout she is, in silence; 
throughout inohscurity ; unnoticed, occur 
pied with studying J esna Christ ; in forming 
him more and more in herself; retracing 
at every step the path. she hsd.spen. t bifii 
tread; Jhet us imitate tbe$l? Jesasd^i^pyg 
in these great examples a»4 PJMf deyptiop 

to her will be sincsrOv „<.i ,, 

To follow then, Jesjus, with .watered, fir 
delity ; to listen, to him when our passions 
are silent t to obey .him; Jo imitate . hi» 
like this holy Mother;: to imitate her in her 
humility, her poverty, her trials,, her puri- 
ty, her virginity, her charity, such is trust 
devotion to the Mother of God i„ gnch.wjUS. 
her devotion ; and shall we aim. at any, 
other?. The glory and perfection of 4bei 
disciple is to resemble, his master, -i The' 
great merit of virgins and offaUmmaadt 
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mothers, of thoSe who liVe in the married 
irtate and of those who do not, ought to be, 
to form their lives, each one according to 
his state, the examples of this Virgin 
Mdther r 'to* honour Jesus Christ in her and 
the isalftctity he Communicated to her ; to 
five, *to act, to pray, to suffer like her, in 
whatever State we may be : like her to sus- 
tain all* the obligations of our state; its 
troubles, its cdtttradidtidns ; Wholly giving 
ourselves up to Jesus Christ Without mur- 
mur and Without complaint 
Her whole life was a life of prayer. * Let 
us pray like her, more in heart much than 
in words, and she Will lend us her powerful 
aid. Be we sinnerS, or bewe free from sin, 
let u£ invoke her aid in all our troubles, 
OUr miseries, our temptations. She is the 
rfefuge of Sinners, Who desire to return ter 
Gbd fty trite conversion : she has for them 
bOWels of compassion: if they call upon 
her in due manner, 'they will not fail to* 
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Experience the effects of herintercessioa. 
But* she is by no means , an asylum orprpr 
iectrix of malice,* of impenitence, of ob$ti^ 
nacy. She is the model of the just aad 
the innocent; tbem>she presents to her 
Son~ for than she exerts her influence 
with him; Xor them $be t^ke^fm interest 
in their dangers, in their in 

their persecutions. - ln< those emergencies, 
placing pur hopesinihar protection we may 
look forward to most pomerful assistance. 

a . , f u , •; ?ii, 1 r r. * 

rt Consider attentwety<thewhole>ttfk and 
“ conduct of Mary ; view t ymnseif<i* her 

* as in a mirror, thatyon may discover 
? what them w in yourUfe that requires tp 
“ be reformed, to be retrenched, to be tar 
“ creased for tie furtherance of your, ash 

* vancement,” (St Ambrose.) 

Jems said to Mary, Woman; bdhettittof 
Son: he then said to the distipte, behoik 
thy mother, {St John, 1ft.) 
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In order to 'obtain the protection of 
Mary, neglect not in any thing to imitate 
her virtues, (St Bernard.) 

A CONCISE PORTRAIT OF THE VIRTUES OP 
THE BLESSED VIRGIN, 

! 1 TAKEN FROM ST. AMBROSE, 

(BMklhtfrkxuu.) 

'• t * ' t ■ .. . l„ ■ , l ■ 

Sfottw 

1. — A Virgin both in body and mind, 

2. — Humble of heart, 

3. — Grave in speech, 

4. — Prudent in her counsels, 

5. — Given to labour, 

6. — Reserved in discourse, 

7. — Fond of reading. 

&!>ecxttUtfc , 

&— -In Faith, 

9. — In Modesty, 

10. — In Piety, < 

11. — In Silence. 

3a 
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12. — Offend herpaarenta, - " 

13. — -Despise little ones, 

14. — Deride the weak, or 

15. — Slight the peer. •• 

St teas a jwmripJe tobfc btr f 

16— To seek; God alone, 

17. — To lire in retirement, • •• - 1 - 

18. — To cause nobody trouble, 

19. — To do good "to all, . , t 

20. — To honour the aged, , 

21. — Not to envy hear equals, 

22. — to shun vain glory, 

23. — To love virtue, 

24. — To follow right reason in all things. 

®h«« tuber appear^) anj> thing light 
nr fribolou* 

25. — In her gait, 

26. — In her air, 

27. — In her discourse, 

28. — In her behaviour, 

29. — In her looks, 

30. — In her actions. 
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OF DEVOTION TO THE HOLY ANGELS* 

1. — GOD had created in the beginning 
of the world a great number of pure spirits, 
who might know him, love him and enjoy 
him throughout all eternity. Their nature 
was excellent, perfectly holy and innocent, 
adorned with aH the graces and all the 
brightness that were suitable to their state. 
Their will, well regulated and tending to 
sovereign good in all its inclinations, was 
still not immutable : it was able to perse- 
vere in good, bat it was also liable to fall 
from its happy state, and be corrupted. 

One of the most exalted among them, 
having Ms attention attracted to his great 
virtues and excellent qualifications, instead 
of giving all the glory to God, as to the 
source of all excellence, was filled with self- 
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complacency and vanity. He was smod ; 
with the ambition of making himself like <to 
God. A great many others, insteadofre- i 
maining attached to their Creatoty joined i 
. themselves to him, and, following his exam- i 

pie, fell with' him into an abyss of perdition, j 
Hell was then made and appointed to be 
their place of punishment for iall eternity. | 
On the other hand, the < rest, adherjegi > to | 
their leader, whom thescripturecalls.Mi- | 
chael,* remained faithful and true ,in the j 
grace of their first creation; -they withstood | 
bravely those apostates ; declared for their | 
Creator, acknowledged that nothing, was 
like to him, and that he deserved alone to 
be loved, obeyed, adored ; and with pro- 
found humility they gave to him the glory 
of their existence, and of whatever they 
possessed of excellence. God, inrecom- 

* Michael iu the sacred language signifies * fDU & 

iikt to G*d.“ - - : 
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peace fo* their fidelity, infused into them, 
according to St Austin, a fulness and an 
abundance of charity, by. which they are 
inseparably attached to him, and by which 
an eternal possession of the happiness they 
had merited was secured to them. 

> i The former ones, those who fell, became, 
vjthnawfh theur pride and ambition, the un- 
- happy victims of divine vengeance, and at 

> tthe same time tire unrelenting ministers of 
itiiiponithese among mankind ,who imitate 
thetnin their sin, Enemies of whatever is 
good, .envious of. man’s happiness, they 
caused our first parents to fell; and spread- 
ing. themselves, by Clod’s permission, over 
the earth in great numbers, they. are wholly 
•occupied with the endeayoufc to dtaw his 
ichgdien to eyilfi to invite them, to tempt 
them,. to seduce them,, to iay snares for 
them, that they may make them their com, 

: panions in misfortune by making them ac- 
complices in crime. These endeavours of 
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theirs have been but too snocesrfnl. 1 Before 
the coming of Christ, they were allowed 
riie power of causing themselves to-be 
adored by all the nations of - the earth ; 
even yet they hold wider their dnmmion 
extensive countries and numerous peoples* 
and among Christians also, by a dreadful 
effect of God’s judgements, they find means 
to seduce, to corrupt- and to destroy an 
in&rite number of souls redoemed -w4th- the 
Mood of Christ- The scripture* 1 ‘in' order 
to inspire us with honor for these monsters 
of malice, gives them tho odious names of 
Demons and Devils.- Jesus Christ also, 
in order to point out thegreat power which 
tin gives them over man,- says, ' that those 
who sin are slaves and children Of the 
devil : and he gives the name ofthnU to 
one of Ms apostles, who was so far a- slave 
to avarice as to betray him arid derive* 
ton up to Ms enetuieu • > 


le 


2*— ■On the -other hand, the spirits who 
remained in truth, and who. adhered faith-; 
fully to God,: became jnessfligers of peaces 
and are employed as ministers nf his grace 
and ;mff*y. , ,,He sends them to execute 
the .carders of his. wisdom in favour of those 
am on g mankind who ore deatwed te receive* 
ppGWmopiQf cefatial mkeritaucs (Heb. 1.); 
over each these blessed .spirits continually 
watch lit© rgaardians; take care of them, 
instruct them, #dmomsh them; pat them 
on their guard against the wiles and attacks 
of the evd ispirits : for suchis the office 
assigned to them by Almighty God. The 
scripture gives them the- name of Angels; 1 
which signifies persons- sent, because they 
aneaent by God toiexercise the nanistry af- 
peace and gyaoe. 

He made use of therm in the old law, to 
deliver his people opt of Egypt ; to give: 
theta his law, to conduct them through the 
desart, to feed them with manna, and to 
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establish them inthepromisedland/^Etsedi) 
He modern*© of one (X them *otbda<gm<*e 
to the younger Toby, 'dtiridg'* ldnp jowttieyi 
and to impart to himood alt hw tastily tht 
abundant blessitigs ©f heaVen,’ * (TdhfofP) 
He makes nse of them stiHy to"pr6cin*"W 
Christians aid* and relief in thetr* nuinofOtiS 
Wants, during thislifep more : part!fould#ty 
in their spiritaal neoesfettiesi'&nditheibns^ 
ness ■ of* their 1 salvation - in 1 ' oopsitdefatiOfl 
of -which 'all 1 tfcflngs elseJ'are nodhingU vHii 
sends his angel before a* to Ipoint ottt ’tb 
us the Way to heavdb, to eaoenrhgn us in 
the : journey,- and dead ns* by! *thb hand tlflra 
li ttleehiMren (fExod. 88.) : 'end atideatby 
theisame*rrill)«Ktrodmceius into* ‘that ‘plans 
of Toatfcand happiness; ■ winehtAlmighty God 
hasrprepaBrediforiOs to all/etetnlty> ‘ “t oti is 
a Htufi sesanduig to* dm nayhl prbffoot, fed 
has: given osjptfe s« /order ftoi hib «mgelbto 
guard us inaU'orir waysj *(PSj 9®.)in health* 
or sickness, in adversity or in prosperity, 
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irftetitptation or in tranquility, in danger 
or out >pf danger. He will have them to 
heanas in -their hands when we are weak, 
mg' when there is some wrong step to be 
apprehended, lest we hurt our foot against 
Heme store; and test, by meeting with 
*ome dangerous occasion, some object that 
^tjsu&to ©v»l, or somebad example, we be 
dmwn in tocsin. They amoothen for us the 
rood.? ' they, rente ve »s from danger, or de- 
liver us When init; they put in our way 
the means of doing good, and. take away 
from us the means of doing, evil : they ex* 
pel the vftcked spirit, <and secure us against 
hissriares-and artifices : they cause us tO 
reap advantage from oar temptations, nay 
even from our very failings : they prevent us 
from being hid away by -the attractions of 
foe world;, they throw in among them a 
wholesome bitterness, which exposes their 
iaiktuation and causes a dislike for them; 

8 b 
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they weaken the fleSh and- SUppdtfn «8 t 
against 1 its opposition. ■.*- .tyi.'M, *'• < 
Almighfytiod makes them<tbd dop©*i ; i 
tariesOf his graces; that theymAy'diSpeiMle' » 
them to us according- fcoour phrticoter'**!* 1 < 
cessitles. By them wir prayers -and saeri'*' * 
flees are offered tohkuy ■ and- through 'their i 
intercession are rendered effectual. They ( 
represent to hirfl iodF d&trdsstes; ttidithtey i 
are WadohOateis of'feih , OOndoittttens ; ltO'tls<' l 
They are 1 continually afee&idhk^ wnd> do- i 
soending dn that mysterious ladder; which q 
the patriarch 1 Jaeob saw to' hie ■ drOOiS; f, 

When in affliction; and-fiod at Hm trip of \ 
it gives them hii orders ’ a* every moment; i 
that we may he assisted in j onr 'wants; t 
may he invited, -urged, v edemtragod that i 
we may' be brought Back into-the right path ? 

Whetr We go hetray, 'and srogportedotuf <mt « 
weaknesses:' AH this goes forward in< se^ i, 
cr-et, and it Ik hidden ffem our. eyes, iauit » 

n ■ * «„ | 


Digitized by Google 


37£ 

nevertheless goes forward ; and unless we 
be Ungrateful, we cannot help experiencing 
the«(ficaey< of it in a thousand emergencies, 
wherein i we , should .perish both, soul and 
body, dil uot divine, providence protect, us 
by*Somftny miracles as it were through the 
ministry of these happy spirits. 

/ ♦<{'!' *><» - . • • ’ v- 

. vSti-fffhe excellency of their nature, their 
h<dinoss k ithoir >b»ppiooss; their fidelity in 
executing the ‘orders of God ; their ministry 
in ,e*r behalf; thfij great helps we, receive 
hy th«*ny , all. these considerations. oblige 
us, no doubt, to honour God in them,; , to 
hoBeur his gifts and his marvellous pr Or 
ceedings.H Wo canhotwitbptt.t ingratitude 
refuse them, our respect, our dove,* our. 
aefenowlodg^aicnts * ,and we cannot, withr 
out being, guilty of a negligence hurtful 
to >onr Salvation, refuse to obey thefib to 
invite them, and to imitate them in their 
virtue*. 
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' «. Aspect &&' Atigtel 'Wlm'\ccm*ai!rte 
you, says the H<dy ’ GhoSt?* bttftaeBf-i 'U#fee 
heed that you do wdt destpft&’ hhd/'iftwdke 
■witf hot overlook tt whewyoa -sh^i > sih. 
We oWe to the T Angela, saysStiiBOmaiHl, i 
(in Ps. 90.) a profound respect, for their 
presence sake, so' that ve 'tniisti •tiot.^bon- i 
tristate them, nor draw < ’Upott" OunseKcs i 
their indighaliOtfb^dOthg'evil'befotteWiftmi, i 
or by beihgr to others, ' whose teafciy!fe*<m- i 
tided to ihelr 6s£tfe; ‘tl^ J ea,uaW'«f: flvil: , 

whether by ^olidthtiOn, ‘by ex- i 

ample. ' If hey ' take cogriraanbe of bwr *ac- i 
tioris and out 1 proceeding : they hear our l 
discourses, they aie ' acrpOiinted » With our | 
plans. In Whatever place yoh may happen | 
to be, tn darkness or hvthedlghty says (this ) 
saint, entertain a profound nfepeet M <ybur i 
Angel guardian: let it never happen that 
you' be ’guilty of ‘ any thing inhfs presence 
'which you Would be ashamed 'toudo4>efore j 
me. ' JesdS Ckriit aUoWdfaottlshw ttt to j 
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-shew regard to little children on account of 
Muir Angels* w bo akvaya eeq theffice of his 
■ -Heavenly [Father* (Matt, 18 .) lest if we be 
(to those children a cause pf scandal and of 
. lany ithfcir angels revenge the, iiyury. , 

H ill) 1v,i , I 1 . . .. > 

ih)'6.tu/8baH.we he able to .refuse our love 
-ta'cmaturosi so ^perfect, so united to God, 
,r®a toiob<An,hiS/graces> ift wisdom, in charity ? 
• (iGseaitures.pf sueh eminent purity and sanc- 
I tity ;twbo.ape objects of God’s i eternal love, 
/and ftbo.!teve 1 ius„with,sp, disinterested a 
low? i.. Should, wp. not IJe.Wfnting, in the 
love i we owe to,. God, who ppmmunica.tes 
himself, tp ; th«n<0nd.to ; us» through their 
mnans,whvsQ .particpfeu:, >»WP er ’ .JM* 
- - . hie/ desiue thafc ,>ye Jove him ip his friends, 
i!H«phfc*aip*s» in ^ministers, ., .... 

1 sV-t.l' :t t »! r . U,, . 

j Always i>w e hf to>,es;m.our,necpssi- 

r>< ^tkfepralways jeady to re^ch out their band 
i» «#>v.to,«ftwy to, tbe.tbwm of God r opr 
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desires afcd our vows, wheawe tod. wtfrt 
Selves languid, overpowered. 1 and. . emfeare . 
Passed ; sincere friends, powerful -jnwtoodt 
tors, safe guides, feithfal gwu#d»an», th«j<> 
never abandon no unless- com pelted to; dot- 
it by our ingratitude and obstinacy* - All! 
this deserves, no doubt, oar gratefiil m c*t 
knowtedgemeats, and in this w& m&noti b«. 
wanting without beingctimwnk <>d -- os-out 

d. But, not to shew thomi iwady.obdtUU/ 
euee when they coinuinnieate to.no 13 ad’s, 
orders, when they admonish us or- threaten, 
ns, or correct us : not to avail oareelvetv 
with alacrity of the advantages- of thek 
charity, and their toal forour advancement. 
Would be* to draw down ; upon us the anger : 
of God himself, who -wakes nse of tbetw 
heavenly spirits -to make known to. us his 
good pleasure; to reprehend us when we 
have done wrong ; to remind us of pur dei- 
ties, and to actuate us by his inspirations. 
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By- being attentive to their admonitions, 
(kxwlo jn believing them, and receiving 
theat'snggestkms, and prompt in following 
them, we shall advance with large steps 
on* 1 the road to heaven. They know well 
hbw to punish the refractory ; and it is not 
take doubted bait God) makes rise of them 
as 1 instruments of Ws vengeance to ohastise 
those who rebel against his light, with 
plagues, diseases, sudden deaths. Qf this 
we hdvet forcible examples in the conduct 
of God towards ithn -people of Israel;* and 
their enemies, who rashly -made attacks 
!$>on them, Gities, provinces, whole king-' 
dams, are frequefctly rondefred desolate by 
wars, ' famines, mortalities. *- These are all 
proofe of die power ’which Aludghty God 
gives to'his Angels 'to avenge hia cause and 
madicraie the honour <of his -name. 

*'*• a.*’ " - ' 

. I " \ ' * a* f ; ’ * * , •* 

* See the history of the Jewish people and • 
'• - ' i Apocalypse.' v 
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e. Tf the Angels are the friencls and 
ministers of the Lord ; if the favours of 
heaven and its chastisements pass 7 through 
their hands, it follows that it cannot be 
Otherwise than exceedingly useful aftd 
advantageous to invoke them, and td 
have recourse to their intercession with 


God in our behalf. The scripture says; 
they present to God our prayers;* it is 
therefore an important point that we 
address our prayers to them, *to be so 
presented to him; and that We address 
those Angels particularly, to whose charge 
and keeping we have been consigned. It 
is known to them all that we are des^ 
tfned to fill the places of the Angels 
who rebelled, and that we are one dajf 
to be reunited with them, and 'be their 
fellow inhabitants in heaven; our salvation 


therefore cannot be to them otherwise than 

, ; , t 

interesting. 
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I : ^Bpt, ^in pyder the more surely to en~ 

•gagg, $ieip to, intercede with God in our 
j^youi^ we mij^t be careful to imitate them,' 
If tjie >yickqd imitate the devils, and exe- 
cute t^eir pleasure, it is but right that we 
^hoyld imitate the. hoiy angels : that we 
should enter into their views and adopt 

m? it rtf vu ''■vrr; *r; > v . *, 

their sentiments. They are perfectly pure 

arid free from all inordipate love of Crea- 
te 71 \ SlOV^fJ Hr'* ■’ • T C* ' ' 

tures. a^jd ^he^ ke^ all their love inviolate 
lor their Creator: pur imitation of them 

on ot (*) •• ;» 

mus^be by 0n, ^corrupted chastity ; by 
withdrawing ouj* affections froni creatures, 
and fifing them inviolably ori our Supreme 
Good, who is also supremely amiable. To 
iipitate them requires tha^ wp be , wholly 
attentive to the, qbs^rVance ^whatever 
God m^y .ordain; ^fh^t ^we,pbey himirp- 
plicjtly, without murmur, without opposi- 
tion; without: seeking excuses ; without 
delays whatever that ordinance may be, : 
That we be entirely subject to his guidance,- 
3c 
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however bfud.it may appear; that wo , 
humbly embrace the meanest and most 
contemptible employment? and exercises j 
that we give our services to the poor, to the 
miserable, tire abandoned, whenever the ? 
occasion appears to be put in our way by * 
Almighty God : all this is to imitate thp 
Angels: it is to do what they do every 
day : and to be deficient in thus must be to , 
displease them. , , f 

Jesus Christ teaches us to ask of (Sod h 
that we may do bis will on earth as the ** 
Angels do it hi heaven. They have no' % 
will but his ; they never delay one moment ^ 
to fulfil it as soon as it is made known to 
them: they never go. beyond his orders: 


they ho sooner have accomplished the work 
appointed them, than they quietly resume 
their' station and await anew his orders: 


t • i • ’ '''.it 

their whole object is to please God : they 
never lose sight of him; and they neyer 
lose sight of their own nothingness, even 


i 

«! 

4 
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when their employment is directed to per- 
sons the most unworthy, but remain, as it 
were, annihilated in the presence of his 
majesty. Behold the model of that obe- 
dience and humility, which God requires' 
of' usl While we are attentive to perform' 
wnat we owe to him, let us never forget 
What lie prescribes to be done to our neigh- 
bour, even to those who deserve it the least. 
Let us be covered with confusion at finding' 
ourselves ^proud, overbearing* fastidious, 
presumptuous,^ disdainful, contemptuous, 
seeing these princes of the heavenly* court 
come to us and humble themselves, as we 
may say, at our feet. 

lEver indefatigable m 'the continued coni- 
bdi which they have to sustain against the, 
evil spirits, those mortal eiiemies ofGod, 
and of his servants, they apply themselves 
unceasingly to repel them with the arms of 
God ; W oppose against their wiles and 
artfficesthe skilfulness of their wisdom: 
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to render abortive their plaint and schemes 
of fury. Let us join ourselves to these 
.holy Angels ; let us fight like . them and 
with them, courageous like them : we must 
either fight or perish eternally; and with- 
out fighting, victory is not attainable. If 
these seducers solicit us, let us answer 
with the prince of the heavenly atiny, 
“ Who upon the earth shall be able to fte 
like to God?” Is there any thing in this 
world that can be preferable to him, or 
equal? In a word, let us persevere like 
these blessed spirits; let us in our troubles 
imitate their devoted resignation ; in the 
smallest things, their fidelity: and let us 
not, any more than they, day abandon the 
.work of God, cost what it may, until we 
shall have entirely accomplished it. 

" Be you wherever you may, the holy 
" Angels see you : watch over yourselves 
u with circumspection, that nothing may be 
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“foiled m you at which they can take 
“ offence. Live so as to engage them on 
. “ your side in the spiritual combat , which 
“ you have to wage against the enemies of 
t “ your salvation ” 

j God baa given orders to his Angels that 
, they jceep you in all. your ways, (Ps.90.) 

; In whatever place you may be, remem- 
ber always the respect you owe to your 
Augel Quardian, (St. Bernard.) 
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REQUIRED BY THB 

CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 


1. — THERE are many points in which 
the Christian religion differs from Other 
religions: but the principal point, as far 
as human actions are considered, is, that 
Christianity absolutely condemns sin, Tba 
pagan religion allowed and . authorised 
crimes, against which nature revolted,; 
Neither is it to be wondered ah A reli- 
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gion which had for the objects of its ado- 
ration, inhuman monsters, thieyes ^nd.fic: 
bauchees, could only, teach man vice ; , so, 
that, St. Cyprian says, they, imitate the, 
gods they adorn; and crimes, become fpr, 
them dbjfects of religious veneration. , I{ 
The religion of the Jews indeed, did not 
of itself lead to evil, for it enjoinedppthing 
that was positively had:,, however .it,, did 
not assign punishment# to. every beti ac tiWi : > 
and the greatest part, of 
injunctions, ofwhieh-theJewish. law >vas 
composed, referred to ceremonies purely 
legal, and which had not any direct refer- 
ence to morals. 

' Asfor Mahometanism, every body knows, 
that it is an impure and beastly religion, 
which allows to the senses whatever is 
pleasing to them, and which places the 
happiness • of man in the' pleasures of 
beasts.- , 
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' There is no other but the Christian ’re- 
ligion Which forbids hi general and in- par- 
ticular every kind' of'Wice; for, as Sb 
fJtegory'of Nyssa says, 'it .imitates. God ; 
^frose’WiH' being rectitude itself, is incom- 
patible With disorder and vice. 

- $.^Ouf religion does not only condemn 
gtfeat sftrS ; " it 1 forbids also the smallest 
faults; even words^ which ’ ard offensive to 
chatty ot 'to modesty^ ‘be it in any so 
Small degree t evert looks that are but un- 
guarded : what then shall we say of thdse 
that' are 1 lascivious? also motions and airs 
Which may oflend or Scandalise our neigh- 
bour. Murder Was forbidden in the old 
law, but in the new, an ebullition of anger, 
a word of animosity or contempt, an ex- 
pression of vehemence, a disdadn, are' so 
many faults^ which render us Culpable in 
the sight of God. •- 

3d 
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What do I say? words <tba$ are., prep 
obliging, when they, axe m*. sincere,; thow 
officious, lies, which seem to originate ; in,g 
good principle, and which afe spoken , with 
a. kind intention, are, not . alio, wed,,to,ia 
Christian; becanse aUlying,, pf.whahwe* 
kind, is contrary to the lawofnatpre,, * , 
Vain and unprofitable^ words. , srp also 
considered, ta b* yipfrl ; , although, W, them* 
selves they b$ neither 
nor to modesty, nor untrue, woahaJlbayf 
to give an aeww»eof,(them at tha.dayi of 
judgement; .on tberehafge of their not, heiw 
referable , to tfietolyect^to winch. aJlogr 
actions ought, to he referred, And if; mn 
profitable \^ords, are, forbidden, whatsbafi 
be said of .actions that are unprofitable? t 

-‘U • l 'f v? f- < V '-T *%\ i> ' l"! 

3— Christianity dogs not only, -condeaw 
actions, and words that are criminal and 
bad ; it condemns the wiUaa4 ffie desire 
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fly sin? ' h HiAuari 'laws cab indeed’ forbid 
Stefi* arid'hhUM!6t‘, b’tttnot the witt to do 
flteth the- BOaft 'tomesr nOt under the ju- 
tfetdi<?tkih H oI “man: that is subject to the 
BiVin^' idW ; hlone;’ becaudd the Divine Le- 
gb&a#c# 'W'ther toaster Of the heart. But 
yet of I ttfti ,, dMfereht dispensations of Ah 
th^ghty God,’ 1 this is* vhat is peculiar to the 
CM!AiawtaHt*5 i! te is rhts'whtertrin it is prin.- 
81sBH£i«hhftfc' Wnn the la* of 

>0 Ih ^-dhntch'tof f^hs Christ, God asks 
•bt ibt 1 bldedy victims' Upon his altars} but 
fa the* mom of'thd biood of goats' and of- 
OttCii; mb' asks/'sUyS liahtantius, for an 
fenocent 'sotth It is then by no means 
enough - that my hands be clean, my eyes 
modest, my mouth chaste, it is requisite 
ffiat My heart be purO : ' and if I give my- 
self dp to a bad ’desire at the sight of a 
vtihaan,! amgoHtyofa crime before God. 
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It is the assertion of Christ hiihsdlf ;-aod 
in order to understand well? fcis doctrine^ it 
•must be remarked, that webavd-inus a 
concupiscence, which- is a fatal ‘inheritance 
from our first father; and which theologians 
call fames petcdti, the fuel of sin < by which 
the pernicious flame of concilpiseenee. is 
lighted up and nourished V fiat 'Minf mice 
on fire, it inflames the will, 'mM4mmnhMmmi 
to badness. ' So that'tfHe wiil»4»eitig<iin- 
flamed and hurried outofitbelf/ejspiCTietafces 
sensations of two difldtentkindaiicne* of 
those in voluntary sensations, which with- 
out deliberation arise immediately at first 
sight of any object that presents itself 
before reason is aSvare of it : the other* of 
those sensations ‘drhich '■ are 'uofcratarjy and 
are continued after reason and refieotion 
have apprised us of: their existence. The 
first of these aire not - df themselves sinful, 
because they are not dependent on choice. 
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(provided wo not occasion to thejii, 
r non neglect s to put ourselves on opr guard 
against that which excites them, Where 
‘there is not liberty, there cannot be sin: 
jand thase sensations arias in us without 
>offl0 consent. (But those of the second kind 
ar&rsinful: ibeeause with God’s help we 
* 'havei rthe < power of subduing then) : and 
( (these are tbosefbad desires, those, adulteries 
etjthoi heart, which Jesus Christ forbids to 
Owtsfians. And yet, although the Christi- 
an leligiom does not condemn the first kind 
*f sensations? as sins* it condemns them as 
the effects of an inordinate concupiscence; 
and it prescribes that we ^disavow them, 
and that we detest thenv ; because they 
are the punishment, of sin. and also. the 
»ow»ea£M* -r - ^ 

- i 1 i < > f ‘ t > • 4 t ’ 1 J i * i . ■ - * ■“ 

i Jr 4 .— The purity oC tJie Christian religion 
foes stiU ..further : it forbids even, the 
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thoaght of evil ; »o apprehensive >ls it, ! ieetf i 

by: thought » alette the passions should! :foe< i 
inflamed : and therefore theologian* 1 ! 

demn as sinful, the thinking on any unlaw- 
ful object, in such manner as to#eH4a 
it with complacency, v It is not allowed*#, | 
to give ad unbounded range to oun'inkagi^ i 
Ration* and to let -onr thought* 1 rraikfor* I 
wheresoever they fdboase,« Beery- Cbri&ttaiftl I 

owght to say wha*\fcofy£obrsaidl: I.invto < 
made ■* compact iditji 1 mine Cyes/iarid'lf | 
have restrained them) trout iookingiii what i 

may caU forth- a theWrirb thart sl^ I 

criminal. The woods* i hmot' nuutea cosv- 
p*ct, d» well express what takes place in 
our baptism ; , whleh the fiaAeos.of -the 
church t^ill s contract, an agreement And 1 
what does a Christian -do in' hm-taptimafl- 
He makes a contract not only with <Jod 
arid with the church,- bat alsowith hieisolfy 
writhing eyas, with his iwart, and-witb hfo 
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tmtri.toloekatnotbing, to desire nothing, 
tothinkof nothing bat what t is good and 
tavfiilw 

sifct-The Christian religion does not only 
ptescribe that we root up the seed of evil 
which dain us, but also that we remove 
hut from uewhatever is external that may 
lead do . sin ; and particularly the occasions 
of/sia. i If> thy i right eye scandalize thee, 
phiokit-out; df thy hand and thy foot 
anise thee to fall and make thee sin, cut 
them off,say» our blessed Saviour. Which 
words the fathers explain as spoken of the 
occasion of sip : and they expound the 
meaning of J^sus Christ thus: As, in or- 
der <to save the body, we cut off a rotten 
member*, however honourable and valuable 
if .may be, even though it were an eye or a 
hand; . so, when, any creature becomes to 
SSitaa occasion of sin, we must separate 
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ourselves from it, however<fearit maybe,' 
at however much the separatkm may cost 
Our Saviour does not only say, pluck owt 
thine eye, but, cast it from thee, ta shew 
us that we must remove from occasions 
and from companies that are ^ortgerotts. ^ 

* ■ v 1 ■ ' : •<.! ' -V G V 

6.— The Christian religion, in' order to * 
point out the extreme htofrOr* It 
does all it Can to tear itottt 1 the-Wely 
roots! For this en# It seeks to excite ‘in 

uS a Oontempffor the goods of this earth, 
which are the causes and the sooree of 
sins;- not indeed in themselves, > hut by the 
bad use we make of them/” So that the 
maxims, the precepts, the eohaselsof the 
gospel tend to this, that we despiSe;' that • 
we trample under foot, that we relinquish « 
entirely the ; goods of the worlds riches, < 
honours, pleasures ; even those which : 
otherwise are lawful, whenever- the Use of 
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them becomes dangerous* St. Cyril makes 
the observation* that it: was forbidden to 
the Nazarites not only to drink wine, but 
even to eat grapes, because the one was 
the- production of the other ; and because 
man; is easily led on to pleasure ; for the 
root of pleasure is in his very frame. Thus 
Christianity not only forbids sin, but also 
ev$iy thing that leads to it. 

.In fine, Christianity directs that we fly 
even the very shadow of sin. Refrain 
yourselves, says St. Paul, from every thing 
that has the appearance of sin, that you 
may fulfil the duties of your vocation and 
be worthy children of the church, which 
has neither spot nor wrinjde. We ought 
to be holy because we serve him who is 
holiness itself. So shall we be his repre- 
sentatives on earth, so shall we make him 
kuown to the infidel, so shall we sanctify 
his name : and there is nothing which he 
3 s 
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more rebonnnehds to hs, than that we ho- 
nour turn before Men by the purity of ottr 
lives ; that seeing out good works they be 
led to give tohirathe glory tine. 

Let him that is holy, be holy still ; and 
let hiM who is just be justified still, ( Apoc.) 
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JESUS, my Redeemer, my Lord, end 
my God, grant me the grace of a pious 
memory, that I may ever think with joy on, 
God and on eternity. 

Grant me holy cogitations; a will rightly 
regulated and conformable to thine, and de- 
sires ever eager for thy heavenly kingdom- 

A faith regardless of this world, and 
willingly embracing poverty, auctions and 
affronts. 

i Grant me to fly from all Reducing de- 
| lights. 

A Sf m hope in tfre promises of God. . , 
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A fear of God more operative ' and im- 
pressive than the evils and tefriptastions of 
the age. < > . . j 

A love of God that may dratv increase 
both from prosperity and adversity. ■ 

A heart alive to thy graces ahd docile to 
thy inspirations; a heart ever improving 
in the science of salvation ; ever Watchful 
over my senses, keeping themr in'dtoe sub- 
jection by continnal thortific&tidn ?: rf heart 
contrite and humble, ptire add' ardeAt. 

A reason subjected tofaitii, tthd benses 
subjected to reason. r < ; - 

A tongue inoffensive,' sanctified by silence 
and the praises of God. 

Eyes chaste, more acquainted with hea- 
ven than with earth. 

Ears free from curiosity, shut . to the 
world, and opeh-wdy~to God’s word. 

Hands active, patient of labour, and 
giveato works of charity and humility. . 
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Feet turned from the world* and steadily 
■ ■ pursuing their course. 

Sleep, such as necessity only may require. 

. > Watching that may make up for lost 
time. . 

- > ■ , A penitential sadness operative of sal- 
. ration, 

u u - AH the affections of the heart regulated 
i by eharity., 

*, ,j A uniform life Supported by faith. 
lAays.fqJlr of gpod works. 

A Christian life, wise and circumspect, 
like the life of one who must shortly die. 

A tranquil death; like that of one des- 
tined to live eternally. 
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